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INVESTITURE PROCEEDINGS

BAILIFF:

All rise. The Supreme Court of the State of Nevada is now
convened in special session for the administration of the official
oaths of office to the Honorables Michael Douglas, James
Hardesty and Ron Parraguirre, Chief Justice Nancy Becker
presiding.

CHIEF JUSTICE BECKER:

Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen and welcome to the
investiture for Justices Douglas, Hardesty and Parraguirre. If you
would remain standing for just a moment, we will begin the special
session with an invocation to be given by Senator Bernice
Mathews.

SENATOR MATHEWS:

Thank you, Chief Justice. Please bow your heads. Creator of all
life and all things that breathe, first and last, undaunted spirit,
loving God, faithful Yahweh—whatever name each of us call him
by. We honor and cherish Your vibrant presence here among us
today at this investiture of these great men—Justice Douglas, Judge
Parraguirre and Judge Hardesty. Come bestow on these Justices,
Your dutiful servants, those precious gifts of wisdom and com-
passion. Guide them in their deliberations that the rights of all may
prevail over the privileges of the few. Strengthen them to persevere
in respect of life. Acknowledge that all breath is a gift from a
loving and caring creator, to be treated with dignity. Grant them
compassionate hearts that give preference to genuine human needs
before the rigidity of law. With Your provident care, keep them safe
in their travel and watch over their families with Your protective
hand. Expand their vision that they may work together in harmony,
respecting each other’s views, helping to make this great state of
Nevada a model for justice, peace and prosperity. Amen. Shalom.

CHIEF JUSTICE BECKER:

Thank you, Senator Mathews. As always you speak with
eloquence and love. Now, if you will please remain standing for the
pledge of allegiance, which will be led by Kristy Grow and Robin
Johnson, the daughters of Judge Hardesty, as well as Micala Hall
and Jilliann Parraguirre, the daughters of Judge Parraguirre, four
outstanding women.
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IN UNISON:

‘I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America
and to the Republic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”’

CHIEF JUSTICE BECKER:

You may be seated. Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to
welcome you, as one of my first official responsibilities as Chief
Justice, to this auspicious occasion. Every investiture has its own
flavor and its own memories. But they all share a common theme
of joy, expectation and just a little bit of nostalgia or sadness for
most investitures mean that one is gaining and losing colleagues at
the same time. And so it is today as we embrace with joy our new
colleagues, Justices Hardesty and Parraguirre, we sigh just a bit for
the loss of Justices Shearing and Agosti. But such is life. It is an
endless cycle full of changes, and the court too changes as people
come and go. The institution, however, remains a strong symbol of
the third branch and the democratic principles of which we are all
proud. Such is the wonder of an investiture, and we thank you for
sharing it with us today.

At this time I would like to introduce the Associate Justices of
the Supreme Court. Seated to my far left is Justice Michael
Douglas. Next to him is Justice William Maupin. To my right is
Vice Chief Justice Bob Rose. And to his right is Justice Mark
Gibbons.

I would also like to introduce to you other constitutional officers
and dignitaries who are present here today. First and foremost in
our hearts and in our minds, Governor Kenny Guinn and his wife,
Dema. We also have with us Secretary of State Dean Heller and
his wife, Lynne; State Controller Kathy Augustine and Assistant
Controller Theresa Mayla; and State Treasurer Brian Krolicki.
Also with us are Senior Justice Miriam Shearing and Senior Jus-
tice Deborah Agosti. And, of course, Senator Bernice Mathews,
who gave us such an eloquent invocation.

The Honorable Peter Breen from the Second Judicial District
Court, and his wife, Kathy, whom you will be hearing from later
today. The Honorable Gregg W. Zive, Chief Judge of the U.S.
Bankruptcy Court of the District of Nevada, and his wife, LuAnn,
who is also one of our speakers here today. From the Eighth
Judicial District Court, the Honorable Nancy Saitta, and from our
past but never forgotten, our past Governor and Senator Richard
Bryan. And our last speaker of the day will be Pastor Kevin Odor
of the Canyon Ridge Christian Church.

Also present are the families of the individuals who will be
invested here today as well as the family of Justice Douglas who
will take his second oath of office today. Accompanying Justice
Douglas is his wife, Martha. Accompanying Justice-elect Hardesty
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is Sandy Hardesty, his wife; Vena Lee Hardesty, his mother;
Shirley Packer, his mother-in-law; and Kristy Grow and Robin
Johnson, his daughters.

And accompanying Justice-elect Parraguirre and sitting very
nervously staring up at me, Leslie Parraguirre, his wife; the
Honorable Paul C. Parraguirre, his father; his mother, Iris
Parraguirre; his mother-in-law, Wanda Jacobs; and of course his
daughters Micala and Jilliann.

Both of the Justices-elect have asked that we introduce their staff
members. For Justice-elect Hardesty we have Michele Shull,
Melissa Dooley and Jed Bodger. And from Justice-elect
Parraguirre’s staff, we have June Saiz, Erik Fox and Christine
Smith.

In addition, we also have with us Senior Justice Cliff Young and
Senior Judge Noel Manoukian. And at this time if the federal
judges who have joined us here today would kindly stand and be
recognized—the Honorable Larry Hicks, Proctor Hug and Howard
McKibben.

Also if all of the district judges who are here today would please
stand and be recognized. I understand we have Judge Jan Berry,
Judge Michael Gibbons, Judge Bill Maddox, Judge Jerry Polaha,
Judge Deborah Schumacher, and Judge Valorie Vega.

And joining us on behalf of the Justices of the Peace and
Municipal Court Judges, we have Susan Deriso and Kevin Higgins.

In addition to Senator Mathews, we also have with us today
Senator Mark Amodei. And if any other members of the Legisla-
ture are present, they should also stand so they can be recognized.

And representing today the State Bar, we have State Bar
President Ann Price McCarthy and the Executive Director of the
State Bar Alan Kimbrough.

And finally Don Ashworth, who is the Probate Commissioner
for the Eighth Judicial District Court.

And we hope that we haven’t missed anyone, but we’d like to
thank you all for attending here today.

Our first speaker we all know so he does not need a long intro-
duction, but I will give him a worthy one. Governor Kenny Guinn
happened to sign my high school diploma. Without his assistance,
I certainly would not be here today. He has been a wonderful
advocate for education for the state of Nevada, a wonderful
governor and a great friend. Governor Guinn.

GOVERNOR GUINN:

If you’re going to be in court, today would be the day to be in
court because when I heard the list of the judges named, if I were
to be in court, I’d rather be in court today than when they all get
back. Chief Justice Becker, it is a pleasure to be here with you
today. The Honorable Supreme Court Justices that are sitting for us
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until we get our two newly inducted introduced today. I’ve always
said that I’'m very nervous when I have to stand with my back to
the Supreme Court of the State of Nevada. As Chief Justice Becker
always said, ‘‘You’d be in a lot more trouble if you were facing
us.”” So I’m very calm now.

I want to thank all of you for attending today’s very, very special
event. I will be rather brief because I know we will have some
speakers who will give you much more detail about some of these
individuals.

It is certainly an important day in the lives of two of our newest
Supreme Court Justices and their families on both sides of the aisle
and also for all the friends—those of you who are here. It is a very
special day. It is also an important day in the history of this great
state of Nevada. It’s not often that Nevada has an opportunity to
honor two of its native sons all in one day, in such a high position.
Both Jim Hardesty and Ron Parraguirre embody Nevada’s very,
very best virtues. Their roots in our state run deep. They come
from families with histories of service to their respective commu-
nities, both in the north and the south. Both men have distin-
guished judicial careers. Their work has been characterized by
honesty and integrity, and they are among the very, very best of
our state’s legal minds, and just as importantly, they are good men
who cherish their families and their friends.

Just a few words about each of them. Jim Hardesty has been
among our state’s leaders since he was a young man, and what I’'m
about to tell you will only surprise those who don’t know him too
well. He was President of the Student Body at the University of
Nevada in 1969-70. It just seems like a year or two ago, Judge
Hardesty. And he was named Nevada’s Outstanding Senior
Graduate in 1970. I will assume that he had taken that away from
one of my sons, but he was a little earlier, so you didn’t do that
and I don’t have to forgive you for that. Jim then graduated from
the University of the Pacific’s McGeorge School of Law in 1975,
and for the next 23 years he devoted himself to private practice and
received the highest professional rating that an attorney can receive
while practicing law. In 1999, he was elected District Court Judge
in Department Nine of the Second Judicial District. He has served
two terms as Chief Judge of the Second Judicial District and
received the highest rating on judicial performance by the Washoe
County Bar Association. And in 2003, Jim was elected President
of the Board of Trustees of the Nevada District Judges Association,
and he has been tireless in his advocacy for the continuing educa-
tion of judges and trial lawyers throughout the state.

As a judge, Jim has been known as a person of deep intellect
and a man of strong character and conviction. He is also a man of
compassion and sensitivity. It should also be noted that Jim is a
former Bobby Sox coach, and as you saw his two daughters up
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here, I would just say that he was one of the best ever in northern
Nevada and helped lead his daughters’ team to a national champi-
onship in 1991. Let it be said today, however, that if you are ever
invited to the Hardesty family functions, Jim is the fourth hardest-
throwing member of his family. Behind his wife Sandy, and his two
flame-throwing daughters, Kristy and Robin, he is definitely in
fourth place.

Ron Parraguirre is a fourth generation Nevadan. Like so many of
our great Nevadans, he is of Basque heritage, so I guess you can
guess where his celebration party will be tonight. His father, Paul,
who is with us today, has been a long, almost 40-year friend of
mine, and I’ve watched him in the community; he served his
community well also. He was a Deputy Attorney General, Chief
Criminal District Attorney, and Fifth Judicial District Court Judge,
and so we want to say to you that we’re very proud of you too,
Paul. I know today you and Ron’s mother are very, very proud of
what your son has achieved as a native Nevadan.

Before the presentation, Ron’s mother kept saying to me that for
years when he was a little boy growing up, he said he was going
to go into law, he was going to go into law. And his dad kept
saying, ‘‘Someday he’ll be a Supreme Court Justice,’ and his
mother said, ‘‘Oh no, he won’t. You don’t know him like I do.”
But he kept saying it all the time. And she said today that the state-
ment ‘‘he’ll be a Supreme Court Justice’’ has come true. Dad,
thanks for having so much faith in him. And Mom, I know you
wanted him to be there too.

Upon graduation from the University of San Diego School of
Law, Ron worked for our past great Nevada Senator Paul Laxalt in
Washington, D.C., and he always told me it was Basque to Basque.
While in Washington, Ron became counsel to the Senate Judiciary
Committee. In 1987, he returned to Nevada to practice law with
his father. And in 1991, Ron was elected to the first of three
terms as Las Vegas Municipal Court Judge. And then I had the dis-
tinct honor to appoint him to the Eighth Judicial District Court
bench in 1999. He replaced Judge Joseph Pavlikowski, who is a
longtime friend of mine and is a great judge, and Ron said it
would be hard to fill his shoes but that he was going to do every-
thing he could to do so. He was elected overwhelmingly by the
people of southern Nevada in 2000 and 2002. Congratulations,
Ron. I think that was about the highest vote count I've ever seen in
that particular area. Ron has consistently earned the highest marks
possible from his peers since he joined the bench. He was recently
elected President of the Nevada District Judges Association, and in
2003, he was appointed Presiding Judge of the Civil Division of
the Eighth Judicial District Court. Although he is only in his mid-
forties, and looks like he’s in his mid-twenties, Ron has already
compiled a distinguished record. His reputation is one of fairness
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and integrity and sound understanding of the law, which is very im-
portant for this type of position. He has carried on his family’s tra-
dition of public service with honor and accomplishments of the
highest standard in his personal life and in the field of law. He and
his wife Leslie are the proud parents of two wonderful daughters,
Jilliann and Micala.

Both Jim and Ron realize that with today’s investiture comes
great responsibility. In fact, it is an awesome responsibility as
these five who are sitting here today and those who have served
previously in this great court know. They have dedicated their
professional lives to service and that’s what it takes to be a great
public servant. And they have always put their families, their
communities and their state before themselves. Jim Hardesty and
Ron Parraguirre are clearly ready for one of the most significant
jobs a man or a woman can have—Supreme Court Justice for the
State of Nevada. Ladies and gentlemen, on a day when Nevada
smiles upon two of its finest native sons, I present to you, the great
state of Nevada and all of its people, the newest Supreme Court
Justices—Justice-elect James W. Hardesty and Justice-elect Ron D.
Parraguirre. Congratulations to you and your families.

INVESTITURE OF JUSTICE MICHAEL L. DOUGLAS

CHIEF JUSTICE BECKER:

Thank you, Governor. Before we proceed to the investiture of
Justices Hardesty and Parraguirre, we’re going to first swear in, to
continue his office with us, the Honorable Michael L. Douglas.
Justice Douglas, if you would please step down, I will administer
the oath of office to you. (Chief Justice Becker administered the
oath of office to Justice Douglas.) Congratulations once again.

INVESTITURE OF JUSTICE JAMES W. HARDESTY

CHIEF JUSTICE BECKER:

Before we proceed with the investiture of James Hardesty, who
has also been sitting nervously looking up here, I wanted to extend
to both of our Justices-elect congratulations from retired Justice
Cameron Batjer. Justice Batjer hoped to be with us today, but he’s
been unavoidably detained, so Justice Batjer, who has been famous
for the last three years for his dancing at the Supreme Court
holiday parties, will not be cutting the rug with us today, but he did
want to extend his congratulations to both of you gentlemen.
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Now the time has come for the investiture of James W. Hardesty.
Our first speaker will be the Honorable Peter Breen, District Judge
of the Second Judicial District Court. And Peter, if I’m correct,
you now have the distinction of being the longest-sitting judge in
the history of Nevada. It is fitting that Judge Breen should be
one of our speakers here today because he is also one of our
homegrown people, a native of our state, as I am and as are the
judges who are taking the oath today. Judge Breen.

JUDGE BREEN:

May it please the court. Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen.
Fifty years ago today, Bud Hardesty was sworn in as a State Leg-
islator in the building next door. The Hardestys owned a clothing
store, and they brought their young son, Jim, with them, dressed
up in a new suit, to watch the swearing in. It is fitting that that be
noted as we begin the investiture for him on this day 50 years later.
I was talking with my old colleague Howard McKibben the other
day concerning a centennial bar association committee meeting
we’re having and we were talking; we go way back to the district
court 30 years ago. He’s going to take his senior status on the
federal bench here when he turns 65 in April, and we were talk-
ing and he said, ‘‘Pete, let’s see, how long have you been retired—
two or three years?’’ And I said, ‘‘No, Howard, you remember—
I never did make it to the Supreme Court. I’m still in the district
court,” although if you listen to my father-in-law, Kenny York, he
thinks I’ve been retired for 31 years.

I go way back with Jim Hardesty too. Most of it centers around
the trial court. I was there at his first jury trial where I presided
over the trial. And when he first became a trial judge and now here
as he reaches the height of our judiciary in this state, I want to
mention just a few personal experiences I’ve had with him and
observations I’ve made about him over these past 25 years that
illustrate some of the characteristics that you already know. He’s
one of the best attorneys in our state and certainly one of the best
trial judges in our history. But I don’t want to talk about those
things that are of recent origin like the time here recently when he
got all the local governments in the north together because they
were fighting over land use. Surprisingly, not only did he get them
in the same room together, but he was able to get an agreement out
of them as to how they were going to use the land.

But this occurred at an earlier time when he was out of the lime-
light, a younger man, a more inexperienced man. There was a trial
that he took over as a young lawyer late in the course of litigation.
There was a claim for punitive damages, which made that
unusual—the claim was unheard of in our area at the time because
it involved a defendant who was a member of our establishment,
perhaps the establishment. It was tough to go against a defendant
who was that big and well-entrenched in the culture. I could tell he
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was nervous. Boy, you could just see his determination during that
trial, and he won a verdict that included the punitive damages that
was sustained on appeal. He made law on that case. But what
stood out to me was his courage and determination—that of a
young man against great odds to see his client through to have that
day in court.

Then about 15 years later he was—or a few years later, he was
on the losing side of a case, again in my trial court. I had granted
summary judgment confirming an established standard that had
been in existence for many years in our state and was the majority
rule in our country. The Supreme Court reversed me and eventu-
ally Judge Hardesty, as a lawyer, lost that jury trial. He took this
unexpected turn of events with dignity and respect for justice and
its institution. I saw his great acceptance for the process. He just
tipped his hat and moved on down to the next case. Thus, I saw in
practice those significant characteristics that were set forth in that
great poem by Rudyard Kipling called “‘If.”” *‘If you can meet with
triumph and disaster and treat those two imposters just the same.”’

Over the years, especially the last ten years or so, young aspir-
ing lawyers, those aspiring to the bench, have come and asked me,
‘“Well, what’s the best part about being a judge? What does it take
to do it?”’ I've never found the exact quote from the great thinkers,
so I wound up telling them something like this. The characteristics
or traits to which we aspire as human beings are well known. You
can find them in any religion, in natural law, in the boy and girl
scouts’ creed. We all profess to practice these human virtues as
best we can, but in the dog-eat-dog world out there, we come up
short invariably. It’s tough to survive out there. But a judge is the
only secular job that I know of where the direct practice of these
characteristics are the things that make you more admired and
more respected by your colleagues and by the people in your
community.

Clear back in the seventies when he was a working young
lawyer, the subject that he talked to with me invariably came to
this. I imagine he probably didn’t consciously know what he was
doing at the time, but I knew that he knew exactly what I was talk-
ing about, so even though he might have known that I knew he had
the bench in the back of his mind all these years. And anyone who
knows him knows he’s not satisfied with what might be or might
be half-measured. He’s lived by one of his favorite phrases as I
learned from a dear, mutual friend of ours, Todd Bader. ‘‘If you’re
going to be a bear, be a grizzly bear.”

So I know that when he took the bench he brought along not
only his work ethic and his boundless enthusiasm and his intelli-
gence, he brought 20 years of thinking and perhaps an unknown
desire with him. As a result, he vaulted to the top of our radar and
the top level of the amount of work that was put out. I personally
have been fortunate to have benefited from being able to hang out
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with some judges over the years whose names are household
words—like Judge Bruce Thompson, of the federal district court.
He used to tell me, ‘‘Pete, it takes five years to be a decent judge,
so keep at it.”’ I'd say, ‘‘Yeah, Bruce, but I’ve been on the bench
for nine years.”” And he’d say, ‘‘Well, maybe you’re the exception.
Just keep practicing.”

But Judge Hardesty did not need an apprenticeship. He hit the
deck running. He did not need to be told how to do this work. He
was ready from the starting bell. He came at the right time for this
new rule that we have concerning a strong chief judge. It was like
it was made for him, and with his background as a CPA, we are in
the best position in our district that we’ve been in my 31 years of
being on the bench. The right time for me too because I was
beginning to smell those green pastures, you know, the last five or
ten years or so, and I thought that I would be able to practice a
little retirement on the job, but he doesn’t have that kind of effect
on people that he’s associated with. I was rejuvenated, and geez,
I found myself working harder than I ever had, here at the end of
my career. He’s a little like Geritol, if you know what I mean. And
I think there are some of you out there who are my age who
recognize that word—you know what it is.

Jim has been quoted in the paper saying, ‘‘I may not be the
brightest light in the closet, but no one will outwork me.”” Let me
tell you. I’ve seen his bright light in operation, but he depends on
his work ethic and his intelligence. He depends on enthusiasm
rather than entitlement when he comes to work every day. These
qualities and ability to enjoy them in conjunction with each other
are what sets him apart, but to me these are not his best qualities.
It is his pure zest for living—the pure joy of it—that is so
appealing.

I remember when he was on the bench a couple of years and we
were having a meeting as to how he was going to help me find
some more money for my favorite subject, the specialty court. It
was this time of year, maybe February, I think, and I was trying to
diet after my indulgences over the holidays, and so I ordered a
California salad—the weeds and those kind of things. And on the
menu was a ‘‘construction’’ burger, and he ordered it and ate it
with great gusto while I looked on. And it’s right then that I lmew
the meaning of ‘‘eat more hotcakes and less rice cakes. Life is
short.”” But I must offer a word of caution as he makes his transi-
tion from trial judge to Supreme Court, and I’ve used it before but
it bears repeating in this setting. You know, it’s much easier for a
trial lawyer to make the transition to the Supreme Court than a
judge because, you know, a lawyer gets paid by the word, but the
difficulty with the trial judge’s transition is this—the trial judge’s
duty is to be clear, quick and wrong, and now he must accept this
position on the Supreme Court by being slow, vague and right. Has
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a ring to it, doesn’t it? Oh well, I am the most reversed trial judge
in history.

There’s a passage that I read in connection with a funeral of an
old trial lawyer friend of mine years ago, but it’s really most
appropriate to describe the living and it describes Jim Hardesty
perfectly. It’s from Theodore Roosevelt, and here it is: ‘‘It is not
the critic who counts: not the man who points out how the strong
man stumbles or where the doer of deeds could have done better.
The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose
face is marred by dust and sweat and blood, who strives valiantly,
who errs and comes up short again and again, but who knows the
great enthusiasms, the great devotions, who spends himself for a
worthy cause; who, if he wins, knows the triumph of high achieve-
ment, and if he fails, at he least fails while daring greatly, so that
his place shall never be with these cold and timid souls who knew
neither victory nor defeat.”” There will be a great hole in our little
corner of the judiciary over there in the north when you leave us,
Jim, but we know your best future and the future for all of us lies
where you’re going. Be a grizzly bear.

CHIEF JUSTICE BECKER:

Our next speaker is the Honorable Gregg Zive, Chief Judge of
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Nevada. I don’t
know, Judge Zive, whether your words of wisdom will be quite as
graphic as Judge Breen’s, but right now I’'m noting Geritol and
grizzly bears, so . . . .

JUDGE ZIVE:
I noticed you ignored ‘‘vague and right.”’

CHIEF JUSTICE BECKER:
Very good.

JUDGE ZIVE:

May it please the court. Friends, it is indeed an honor and
privilege for me to be able to say a few words about a person that
I have known since we were teenagers. What’s that—about 25
years, Jim? Probably not—probably closer to 40 years. And we
have been friends, we’ve been colleagues, and unfortunately for
Jim, we’ve been both softball and golf teammates. We have played
together on several occasions and managed to consistently finish
out of the money in several golf tournaments, and one thing,
though, that Jim taught me was how to hide before the tournament
started so we could limit out bets and thereby reduce our exposure.

Who is Jim Hardesty? Who is this man who is about to achieve
a goal that I am sure he set for himself many years ago. Well, as
you know, he’s a product of a longtime northern Nevada family,



121 Nev.] Investiture Ceremony 967

who was engaged in a successful construction business for more
than 60 years. His parents worked to make Hardesty and Sons a
successful enterprise, and they did so while raising Jim, his brother
and a sister. Jim graduated from Reno High School and then from
the University of Nevada, and for those of you from Las Vegas, the
University of Nevada—Reno. When Jim and I went there it was
still the University of Nevada.

He obtained a degree in accounting, and I’m certain it won’t
surprise anyone, but he was the Student Body President during his
senior year. As an aside, Jim had to overcome one obstacle—he
was a fraternity brother of Justice Maupin and mine and several
other people in this audience, the three of us, it’s tough to imagine
how much nerdiness was in one room. And of course no other
fraternity member ever had an opportunity to utter a word. Now
during his time at the university, Jim worked at an accounting firm,
at the student union, drove a school bus during the week, and on
the weekends drove a bus back and forth to the bay area for foot-
ball and basketball games. Once again he was just loafing along.
Far more importantly, at the university he met Sandy Packer. I
talked to Sandy, and she told me and she’s told others that Jim just
swept her off her feet; however, in her most honest and private mo-
ments, she will tell you what she really thinks is that Jim needed
a cook while he went to McGeorge School of Law. They were
married February 6, 1971, and Jim, as you know, you were ex-
traordinarily fortunate, and you got much more than you bargained
for when you married Sandy. They have two daughters who you’ve
met—Kristy and Robin, who now have their own families. Kristy
is married to Tracy, and they have two six-year-old twins, Keely
and Darby, and a son Zachary who is about to be four years old.
Kristy is a kindergarten teacher with what I understand to be
76 students at Whitehead Elementary School. Robin is a physical
education teacher—I wonder where she gets that—at Reno High
School and is married to Marshall Johnson. They have a
27-month-old daughter, Ashley, and if you didn’t notice, they are
expecting a boy. Jim’s children have proved that maternal genes are
dominant in his family.

Jim took classes at night and Saturdays for four years in order to
obtain his law degree. During the day, he’d start in the mornings
by teaching business associations in accounting at a local junior
college, was a controller at a construction firm in the mid-
afternoon and in the late afternoons worked as an accountant for an
accountancy firm. During that same time, Sandy was not only a
young mother, but she worked cleaning model homes. As you can
tell, this is just one of those spoiled, silver-spooned families.

Jim went on to become an accomplished civil and commercial
trial lawyer. He toiled long and hard and was a zealous advocate
who always acted professionally and with unquestioned ethics. He
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was a formidable and well-respected opponent. During the later
portions of his career as a lawyer, 1 was personally able to see
Jim’s skill and problem-solving abilities at work during his repre-
sentation of private clients and trustees in complex business bank-
ruptcy cases. There were none better. However, Jim had long
evidenced a desire to be a judge and in 1998 was elected to the
district court in Washoe County where he has served until today.

I have been asked about the differences between being a lawyer
in private practice and being a judge. There are obvious distinc-
tions. You get to wear a nice, multi-purpose robe for example. But
Jim soon discovered one of the most significant differences—the
absence of the need to keep track of billable hours and to send
statements to clients. He was never very good at that. You see,
while he was building a substantial practice and demonstrating his
brilliance in courtrooms around the state, his internal administra-
tive skills left a little to be desired. His clients had the best of both
worlds. They had one of the best lawyers in Nevada, and he was
free. I’'m sure that didn’t please his partners nearly as much as it
did his clients.

Jim has already had a distinguished judicial career, and as you
know, a few years ago he had to overcome a serious illness. Jim,
I don’t think that giving up half your liver to the job was absolutely
necessary. He has now achieved what certainly has been a long-
term goal, but this achievement was gained the correct way. He has
always worked hard. He has worked hard as a husband, a father, a
lawyer, and a judge. He has repeatedly demonstrated all of the
critical attributes of integrity, scholarship, intelligence and dedica-
tion to his family, his clients and the law. He has demonstrated the
courage that is necessary to make the unpopular decisions. He
cares about the quality of his work and about the profession that he
serves. When coupled with his sense of humor and his abundance
of common sense, there can be no doubt Jim is about to embark on
another successful journey.

In addition to the qualities that I’ve already mentioned, a justice
needs to be grounded in reality and to have a true sense of humil-
ity. A judge or justice is neither a judge nor a justice at home—he’s
just a husband and a father. And it’s important to remember that
because it’s easy to lose sight of that truth. But thanks to Sandy
and his family, Jim has not and he will not be allowed to suffer
from black-robe disease.

After Jim and Sandy’s daughters had grown up enough that
they didn’t really want to be around their parents all the time,
Sandy returned to school and obtained her degree in 1985. She has
been a physical education teacher for 13 years at Sparks High
School and was the golf coach there for a decade. Now, being the
golf coach at Sparks High is not the equivalent of being the golf
coach at one of the more affluent schools. Her girls had no back-
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ground in the sport and had neither the necessary equipment nor
the means to get it. It was only through Sandy’s generosity and her
perseverance that her girls were provided clubs and other gear and
were taught the fundamental skills that they required. This is sim-
ply one manifestation of Sandy’s character, and of course every-
body that knows her is well aware of her sense of humor, her pa-
tience and her loyalty. And of course she’s been demonstrating that
for 34 years by being married to Jim.

Jim has always enjoyed being active in sports. Athletics are not
only a healthy activity, which is really good when you make a liv-
ing sitting on your rear end all the time, but they teach you how to
compete. That means learning how to win and how to lose because
you win some and you lose some. Jim has learned those lessons
well, and that has turned him into a consistent winner. He was
greatly involved in his children’s lives—probably a little more than
they would have liked at some times. He coached girls softball for
14 years. Sandy has told me that one of his daughters’ favorite
memories was Jim, who is always on time of course, getting to
practice late, taking off his tie and hitting the infield in a suit. Jim
culminated his coaching career when his team showed it could
overcome his coaching and won the National Softball Champi-
onship in Anaheim, California. Robin and her cousin were on that
team, and each was instrumental in winning that championship
game. Robin smashed the ball over the scoreboard for a three-run
home run to tie the game, and her cousin Danielle drove in the
winning run in the thirteenth inning. See Jim, I told you I could get
a sports story in here.

Life is marked by certain indelible milestones, the type of
achievements that are generally the result of an individual’s
personal attributes. But they could not be obtained without the
assistance of many others. Today is such a milestone for Jim, and
he will be the first to tell you that he wouldn’t be here without the
contributions of many people during his life. But Jim is fortunate,
and he is intelligent, and he knows that this is a milestone that he
can share with his family and with his friends. And when Jim
asked me to speak, he made a specific request that I recognize
publicly on his behalf all that Sandy has done for him. I tried to do
that, but I have to tell you, Jim, I can’t do it all. You have to tell
her, and you have to tell her every day. Jim knows that Sandy is his
A-Team because that’s what he’s called her. My friend, she’s not
only your A-Team, she’s your B- and C-Team as well. Sandy says
Jim makes her laugh every morning. Well, he makes all of us
laugh, but I think she means it in a more affectionate and loving
manner.

Jim, today is a significant and memorable occasion and one for
which you are uniquely qualified. But what will really stand the
test of time is your family, and you have truly been blessed in that
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regard. One, I don’t think, is allowed to speak at an occasion like
this without some kind of quotation. It’s like the George Will
disease. And so I found one, and I would like you to remember the
words of John Mortimer, whoever he is, who said, and I quote,
*“No brilliance is needed in law, just common sense and relatively
clean fingernails.”” Jim, keep your hands clean.

CHIEF JUSTICE BECKER:

At this time, Justice-elect Hardesty, if you would step up, and I
will administer the oath of office. After I’ve administered the oath
of office, the robing ceremony will be performed by Sandy and
Vena Lee Hardesty and Shirley Packer. (Chief Justice Becker
administered the oath of office to Justice Hardesty.) Congratula-
tions and welcome aboard.

And now, ladies and gentlemen, Justice James W. Hardesty will
have a chance at rebuttal for being a nerdy grizzly bear with
Geritol. Justice Hardesty.

JUSTICE HARDESTY:

Well, this is pretty cool. I didn’t realize that today I'd be join-
ing the group of the vague and the right, but I'm glad I’m joining
the group that’s right.

Chief Justice Becker and my new colleagues on the Nevada
Supreme Court, Governor Guinn and the greatest first lady in our
union, distinguished guests and honored friends and guests, thank
you for braving the weather and sharing this special moment with
me and my family. You have no idea how much this means to me
and Sandy, my mother, mother-in-law, daughters and sons-in-law.
It means a great deal to us.

I'd like to begin my remarks—and they’ll be brief I promise—
by thanking the voters of this state for entrusting me with this enor-
mous responsibility and high honor. I pledge to each and every one
of you that I will do everything I can to make all of you proud of
my service on this court.

As you might imagine, this is a special day, and it has a number
of very special meanings for me. To begin with, I no longer have
to give Justice Maupin any ‘‘gimme’’ putts. He, of course, will tell
you he never needed them anyway. The fact is he does. It is an
honor and a privilege to join my other colleagues on the Supreme
Court. I've known these people personally and professionally, and
they are outstanding members of the Supreme Court of this state.

I want to thank Judge Breen. He is the longest-sitting district
court judge in our state. He has been an inspiration to me through-
out my career. As he told you, I tried my first jury trial in front of
him. I really appreciated the good rulings then, and I got a few
later on. Thanks, Judge.
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And it’s always good to have someone here from what Mills
Lane used to call the “‘post office’’ judges—Judge Zive. Gregg and
I have been longtime friends, more than 40 years. And he’s
absolutely right about one thing—sitting in a room with him and
Justice Maupin, which of the three of us did you think did not get
a chance to speak?

Who would believe that a young man, with no money, a beauti-
ful young wife, and two young babies, attending law school at night
would make his way to the highest court in our state? Only in
America. Only in Nevada. There are a number of reasons, but first
among them is the love and support of my wife, Sandy. Today is
definitely a shared experience with her. She’s been there every step
of the way, and I can’t begin to thank you enough for all that
you’ve done for me, our family and our professional career, and
this is a shared experience. Thank you.

During the campaign, I kidded Ron and Mike about the suffer-
ing we had put our wives under. Truly, they have had tremendous
responsibilities in the campaign and a lot of pressures. I have
spent a lot of nights on the phone talking with Leslie and spoken
with Martha frequently, and all I can say is that the three of us owe
you guys big-time.

I’d also like to thank my daughters for their loving support. You
know daughters can provide you with a little extra incentive, you
know. And they have.

I follow in the steps of Justice Miriam Shearing. It is a privilege
and an honor that I do so. She has been an inspiration to the
judiciary and to women, including my family and my daughters.
And I want to thank you for your service to this state, Justice
Shearing.

And I'd like to also recognize and acknowledge Justice Agosti.
She too has been a driving force on behalf of women and the
gender issues that exist in our state, and you are to be congratu-
lated for your service as well.

I’d like to recognize my mother-in-law. Everybody needs a good
mother-in-law, you know. They can keep you grounded with no
problem.

And I want to thank God for my mom’s presence here today.
She’s undergone a great deal in the last six months, and I’'m very
appreciative that the Good Lord would have you here today. Thank
you.

There are a number of you I would also like to thank, but time
does not permit the recognition of all those who played such a big
role in my life. You all know that I’m very grateful. I would note,
however, that my colleagues and the entire staff on the Second
Judicial District Court are people that I will never forget, and I will
miss you all, and I thank you for your help and your support.
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I’d also like to recognize and thank Janette Bloom and Beth
Mammen who worked so hard to put this investiture together.
Thank you very much. And I'd also like to thank the El Dorado
and the Carano family. We do have parting gifts over here shortly,
and I want to thank them for making those available to all of the
guests here today.

Today begins the next chapter in the history of the Nevada
Supreme Court. Only 56 Nevadans in the 140-year history of our
state have had the privilege to serve on our high court. All have
been distinguished Nevadans, including former U.S. Senator Pat
McCarran, Cameron Batjer, and my fraternity brother, although
much older, and former law partner, Cliff Young. And I'm so
grateful you are here today, CIiff.

It is my honor and great privilege to join the Nevada Supreme
Court. This court has accomplished so much, particularly in the
last eight years. They have reduced and almost eliminated a stag-
gering backlog while still faced with the highest caseload of any
Supreme Court in the United States. They have worked through
growing pains of the panel system. They have created an atmos-
phere of civility and collegiality so vital to the success of a court
of seven members. And they are willing to engage in self-analysis,
a critical component to an ever-changing judiciary. Warren Burger,
months before he became Chief Justice, said, ‘‘A court which is
final and unreviewable needs more careful scrutiny than any other.
Unreviewable power is the most likely to self-indulge itself and the
least likely to engage in dispassionate self-analysis. In a country
like ours, no public institution or the people who operate it can be
above the public debate.”’ This court relishes public debate and
examination of its principles and its goals, and I welcome the
opportunity as a new justice to share my ideas, my enthusiasm, my
dedication and my commitment to the future of the judiciary of this
state and for the well-being of all of our citizens. To quote my
famous predecessor in Department Nine of the Second Judicial
District, ‘‘Let’s get it on.”’

CHIEF JUSTICE BECKER:
Justice Hardesty, if you would now join us on the podium.

INVESTITURE OF RON PARRAGUIRRE

CHIEF JUSTICE BECKER:

We now turn to the investiture of Justice-elect Ron Parraguirre,
who is taking a deep breath. And our first speaker on behalf of
Judge Parraguirre is the Honorable Nancy Saitta, District Judge of
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the Eighth Judicial District Court, who, as you can see, has
brought a bag with her. So, I think we probably will find some-
thing in addition to grizzly bears and Geritol. Judge Saitta.

JUDGE SAITTA:

Madam Chief Justice, and members of the court, ladies and gen-
tlemen, Mr. Governor, it is indeed a great pleasure to be here to
speak at this momentous occasion. I’'m particularly honored to be
here again to speak for you. It seems like just yesterday we were
doing this down in the district court. But time stands still for no
one, and that does remind me of something before I get into the
serious comments. The Governor has said such nice things about
you, and I've taken a look at what Governor-Senator Bryan is
going to be saying about you, and I think it’s incumbent upon me
to give full disclosure to the people who are here about some
things that they may not know about you.

I really met Ron when we were judges in municipal court. He
was already a senior judge in the municipal court when I took the
bench very, very wet behind the ears but very anxious to meet my
colleagues and to work well with them. And I kept hearing things
about this Judge Parraguirre; two things in particular. First of all,
he’s really cute. Second, he’s really nice. And when I met him, I'd
have to say I agreed—he’s cute and I thought he was real nice. So
I think that you all might imagine my surprise when I learned very
quickly that one of my court assignments was going to be traffic
court on Friday nights from 6:00 to 9:00. Now if you need help
visualizing what that is like in Las Vegas Municipal Court, I will
tell you what we used to call that court. We fondly referred to that
as the ‘‘Star Wars Court.”” So, I want you to know that the hem-
line on my first robe was not yet completed when Mr. Nice Guy
dumped me into the most bizarre court assignment that there was
in municipal court. I forgave him for that, especially when he
explained to me, ‘“Well, you were the newest judge around, and I
didn’t want to do it anymore.”” Words of wisdom, Ron. You’re the
new guy up here.

We talk about milestones, and we talk about just how important
this is to all the family members and the friends who are here, and
I do want to hearken back just for a moment to that other investi-
ture that I had the pleasure and honor of being a part of with you
and that was when I really got to know your better half, Leslie.
And we talked quite a bit about what I should and shouldn’t say
and what I should and shouldn’t reveal about you, and Leslie was
a little bit new at this process, and she kept referring to this as that
coronation, and I don’t know if you remember back then Leslie
that I gave you a crown. This is a much more serious occasion,
and so today you just have a little princess crown.
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Now, seriously, indeed today is a milestone, and I think as you
look around you can see how important this is to your friends, to
your family and to the state of Nevada. Milestones, particularly in
law, have been a part of our civilization longer than 4,000 years.
As long ago as 1850 B.C., when the first lown legal decision was
recorded, in 1100 when the first law school was formed, the
Declaration of Independence in 1776, but to save a bit of time I'm
going to fast forward a few centuries. There are other milestones
and very important milestones to us in the legal profession and in
the state of Nevada: 1959—the year you were born and found
your proud place in the Parraguirre family; 1985—when you
graduated from law school; and a particularly important milestone
in 1992—that was the year that you really demonstrated how smart
you are and what great decisions you could make—that was the
year you married Leslie; of course the years 1991 and 1999—when
you came to the municipal and the district court; and finally today,
as you become a member of our high court, a justice of the high-
est court in the state.

It is a bit overwhelming for me to say those words. I can only
imagine how significant and overwhelming this process is for you,
so as I began to prepare for my part in your milestone ceremony,
I wondered what could I possibly say, what could I say to this
group of distinguished guests before our high court—something
that would stay with you perhaps as you take the bench. So I
thought about the word ‘‘justice.”” Pretty simple, many definitions.
And I thought, I think that it is important for me to go through
each of the letters of the word and tell everyone here how you fit
within each of those letters, so every time that your title is used
perhaps you will remember this day and this milestone.

Let’s start with the letter ‘j.”” J—as in doing what is just. Doing
justice; the constant and perpetual disposition to render every man
due, which in the best of human tradition builds peace, pursues
truth, shapes community and upholds right. Let the record be
clear, without question, you have practiced this in your court-
room, and I have no doubt that you will continue to serve this state
in that way as you have in the past.

The ‘““u.’”’ To understand, not only to understand the law. Clearly
you have demonstrated it’s a pretty simple, positive way of under-
standing the law. But also, understanding the dynamics of a chang-
ing populace, understanding above all how to respect others, how
to work effectively with others, whether they be members of the
bench, of the Legislature, our Governor or any others. You have
always made it so easy. You understand what it is to work with
other people. I do think that Plato said it best, ‘‘No law or ordi-
nance is mightier than understanding.”” We can all take comfort in
lnowing that you, Judge Parraguirre, understand what it takes to be
a great justice.
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““S’’ as in success. Sometimes defined as one who has lived
well, laughed often andeloved much. Ron, as this milestone illus-
trates, look around you. You are everything that success could ever
mean.

“T’’—I think talent. The innate ability to do easily what is dif-
ficult for others. Again, you’ve demonstrated that so well and
again, a quote is appropriate. Ralph Waldo Emerson once said,
‘“Talent is the power and courage to make a new road to new and
better goals.”” So whether it’s cowboy poetry or expression of dif-
ficult legal theory, you have the talent and the tenacity that every
justice should have.

“I’’—*1”’ is an imagination. You know it has been said that the
most successful people of the world have used their imagination to
think ahead and to create their mental picture in all of its details,
not to be distracted by how things are, but to raise new questions,
new possibilities and to regard old problems from a new angle.
This too is representative of how you work and why you will be a
tremendous asset to this court.

“C” for courage. Courage to do what you must; courage to
stand on your own and courage to know when others are indeed
correct. The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in
moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands in
times of challenge and controversy. Today, as you are surrounded
by your family, your friends, and your peers, you are proof of the
fact that dreams can come true if we have the courage to pursue
them.

And finally the ‘‘e’” Could it be anything else besides excel-
lence? We talk about it, think about it, write about it, but what is
it? However others would choose to define excellence, it is impor-
tant to remember it is not a simple project or an act or a job
description. Excellence is a way of life. It includes going beyond
your normal call of duty; holding yourself responsible for being
your best. Excellence comes from striving forth and maintaining
the highest standards, paying attention to detail and going the extra
mile. In other words, being precisely the kind of judge, justice,
father, husband and friend that you are.

In every way, Ron, in every letter, you are a man of great heart
and commitment. A man who seeks justice and who does justice.
A man of supreme talent and intellect. I am thrilled and honored
to know that you and my good friend, Jim Hardesty, are joining
this most distinguished court, and I might add, reviewing my de-
cisions. I cannot imagine better additions to this court. I will close
with a simple reference to a simple legal phrase. It’s not commonly
used. All of us learned it in the first year of law school. Res ipsa
loquitur, which, loosely translated from Latin means *‘it speaks for
itself.”” Ron Parraguirre, soon to be Justice Ron Parraguirre, it
speaks for itself. Congratulations.
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CHIEF JUSTICE BECKER:

Thank you, Judge Saitta. Our second speaker for Judge Par-
raguirre is someone who is instantly recognizable in the state of
Nevada. Our past United States Senator and past Governor, the
Honorable Richard Bryan.

SENATOR BRYAN:

May it please the court. Chief Justice Becker, members of the
bench and of the bar, Governor Guinn and our first lady, Dema,
the Parraguirre family and amici curiae, one and all. When Judge
Parraguirre some weeks ago called upon me to speak at his in-
vestiture, I was flattered and a bit like Judge Saitta, I wondered
what could I contribute. And the Judge said why don’t you tell a
little bit about my family, you’ve known them, and I have.

The American odyssey of the Parraguirre family goes back four
generations ago, before Nevada’s admission to statehood, when the
judge’s Great-Great-Uncle Frank left the high country of the
Spanish Pyrenees and set sail for America to pursue his dream for
a better life. He arrived at 12 years of age in San Francisco,
which was in the midst of a railroad building boom, and there were
many, many Chinese in the city. Many years later, Frank confided
to a friend that ‘‘when the ship docked and I saw all of those
Chinese, I thought perhaps the ship had taken me to the wrong
country.”

The Parraguirre story in America is a quintessential American
story. Shortly after Frank arrived, he and his brothers took up an
undertaking that they had done in the mother country—they herded
sheep. But working hard, exercising thrift and persistence, they
prospered and ultimately acquired a ranch just south of Wellington,
and they went into business for themselves. The enterprise was
successful and before long they had thousands and thousands of
sheep.

In the last year, we heard a lot about character and values as part
of the national debate. Character and values do matter. And the
character and values which the Parraguirre family leave with us
today were formed during those years when those Parraguirre
brothers in the crucible years of their formation shaped the values
by the experience that they had in trodding the high country of the
Sierra in the winter and the western valleys of Nevada in the
summer. Succeeding generations of the Parraguirre family would
leave the sheep business and pursue another profession—the
profession of the jealous mistress—the law, and careers in public
service.

Judge Parraguirre’s father and his father’s two brothers, the
judge’s uncles Loren and David, all became lawyers and were
admitted to practice the law here in Nevada on the same day in
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1956. And I would say since there has been a veiled reference to
activities that occurred at 255 University Terrace, that the
academic foundation upon which their success was predicated
undoubtedly occurred at the Alpha Tau Omega house of which
they were members.

As Governor Guinn has indicated, Judge Parraguirre’s father,
Paul, was a Deputy Attorney General, a Chief Criminal Deputy in
the Clark County District Attorney’s Office and later a district
court judge. And it was 40 years ago that I was privileged to serve
on his father’s staff. Let me say that his father’s passion for the law
and the diligence with which he pursued it impressed me greatly.
The judge’s Uncle Loren was a Washoe County District Attorney
and later was elected to the Nevada Legislature. Uncle David was
also in the Washoe County District Attorney’s Office and was a
public defender. I suppose with that kind of background it would
not be surprising that the judge decided to pursue the practice of
law. In a time when the Eighth Judicial District was a bit smaller
and more casual and the judge’s father was in the District Attor-
ney’s Office in Clark County, the judges would allow young Ron to
join his father at the counsel table when his father was presenting
cases on behalf of the State of Nevada. Undoubtedly, he acquired
from that experience the love of the law, the fidelity to its
application.

I spoke a moment ago about character and the role that it has.
Character, in my opinion, has a particularly important role when
it comes to selecting those men and women who serve on the
bench. Of the three branches of government, only the third estate
has the power to deprive us of our personal liberties, to divest us
of our property, and to sever those most personal relationships
among us. Now Judge Parraguirre will be well-served by his
pioneer Basque heritage and the family tradition of public service.
But I must tell you that Warren Buffett, a very successful entre-
preneur and investor, at one time attributed his success to being a
winner of the ovarian lottery. Judge Parraguirre is the winner of the
ovarian lottery because his father and his mother gave him the kind
of values, the respect, the dignity, and the way you treat individuals
that will serve you well, Judge, when you ascend to the high court
in just a few moments.

Now oceans of ink have been spilled about what makes a good
appellate judge. If you’ll permit me just another moment and let
me share a thought or two with you. Knowledge of the law and the
ability to apply it to the facts before the justice is of critical
importance. The 14 years of experience, Judge, that you’ve had on
the municipal court bench and later the district court bench demon-
strates that you have this ability. Fidelity of the law—the interpre-
tation of the law without respect to personal bias or predilection.
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And in the hundreds of cases you have decided you have provided
ample evidence that you possess that quality as well. And finally
what I would call practical wisdom or the idiom of the straight,
common sense, and in that regard the judge is genetically blessed.
I was aware of the fact that the Parraguirre surname originally
began with a *‘y’’—Yparraguirre. And I asked the judge how did
that come about, the family changing the surname. And the judge
said that it began in law school. All three brothers were together.
He said, ‘“They were seated alphabetically at the very back of the
class with our name beginning with a ‘y’ >’ He said Uncle Loren
couldn’t see; Uncle David couldn’t hear very well, and so by
dropping the ‘‘y’’ from the surname, they were able to move mid-
way up to the front of the class. Judge, that’s practical wisdom.
That’s practical wisdom.

Forty years ago when I was privileged to serve with the judge’s
father in the Clark County District Attorney’s Office, one of your
predecessors who presided over Department Three, Judge
Mowbray, used to always talk to the jury at the end of a case about
what made a good judge. And he cited the 19th Century Lord
Chancellor Lyndhurst, who said, ‘‘I look out for a gentlemen, and
if he knows a little law so much the better.”” Well, Judge, you know
the law, and you are a real gentleman. And so this evening when
the Parraguirre clan gathers to celebrate this momentous milestone
in your life, with a Picon in hand, toast the brothers Yparraguirre:
Frank, Francisco, Leon and Pablo. Congratulations and best
wishes.

CHIEF JUSTICE BECKER:

Well, Judge Parraguirre, I’'m glad to know that with our grizzly
bear we will have the balance of, at least according to Judge
Saitta, the cute man who would be king. If you would please step
forward now, and I will administer to you the oath of office. And
subsequent to the administration of the oath, the robing ceremony
will be performed by Leslie, Paul and Iris Parraguirre. (Chief Jus-
tice Becker administered the oath of office to Justice Parraguirre.)
Congratulations. The podium is all yours, Justice Parraguirre.

JUSTICE PARRAGUIRRE:

Well, all of you who know me well know that I’m not much on
being the center of attention, so I’'m going to be exceptionally
brief. Chief Justice and the Court, Governor and Mrs. Guinn, all
my wonderful friends and my family—what an honor to be here. I
first of all have to thank a few folks. Senator Bryan, I can’t thank
you enough for being here. You’ve been a family friend for many,
many years, and it’s tough for folks to get here. As we saw today,
everybody braved the weather and endured the elements to be
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here, and I can’t thank you enough for the wonderful comments.
Judge Saitta, you were there from day one—we started as little mu-
nicipal court groupies. We had an absolutely wonderful time. I’ve
always been so fortunate to have wonderful colleagues and people
that I've always loved working with, and thank you for being here.

Janette and Beth, without Janette Bloom and Beth Mammen—
putting one of these functions together is an awesome undertaking.
She would get phone calls every once and awhile—oh, we have two
more drop out; we have four more coming. We changed locations
I think four times throughout the Capitol. At one point, we were
going to do it outside on the steps of the Capitol, and Janette said
she was a little worried about the weather. Jim and I said not to
worry about it, they do it in Washington all the time right on the
steps. I’m so glad we listened to you. To Beth and Janette, thank
you so very much.

To my pastor, Pastor Kevin Odor, he came all of this way to do
the benediction for us, and it’s a very special thing to have you
here. Thank you for being here.

As Jim said, it’s always tough going second. It was the same
thing during the whole campaign. Jim would go first. Then I'd get
up there, and he had said everything I wanted to say. So then I'd
have to stand up there and make it up as I went along because he
had covered everything. What he said specifically, Justice Shear-
ing, Justice Agosti—what two wonderful examples to follow, and I
have a whole house full of women, and the examples that you set
for my daughters and my family, I can’t thank you enough.

My wife. And Jim even covered that, I know. That was my big
crescendo. Without my wife—and you really have to be in this
position, you have to be a public official to understand the tolls it
will take on you personally. You are very much in the public eye.
You are very much out in front, and it’s not just me that’s out in
front— it’s my entire family. And so my wife, for 14 years she’s
put up with a tremendous amount in these endless campaigns. I
think this was my sixth campaign. It seems I’m always running for
office. And what a tremendous stress and strain on the family, but
she’s a trooper. As a public official, as a judge, I would get calls
for search warrants at 4:00 in the morning; 2:00 in the morning.
My wife is right there. She’ll pleasantly hand the phone over. So
she’s there, and I think the toughest thing going through a cam-
paign is that campaigns are tough. You have to have a fairly thick
skin, and something will go on that doesn’t bother me, but by God
it really bothers Leslie and she gets all worked up. Those are the
kind of things that you really have to come to appreciate and are
what I really appreciate about my spouse and my family. I love you
very much—thank you, again. Without your help, I wouldn’t be
standing here. But Jim already said it for me, so . . . .
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You know, during my district court investiture, I remarked at that
point that usually when you have big crowds and you have a whole
bunch of people and you’ve got these great people saying wonder-
ful things, usually the event involves a casket. And I look back and
I think how lucky I am. You know, I did this once before. I got to
have all these people say wonderful things about me, and there
wasn’t a casket. This is the second time it’s happened. And now
I’'m getting a little worried. But what a fortunate thing and how
lucky I am to be in this particular position.

Following the election, I got asked time and time again how
does it feel to be a Supreme Court Justice. How’s it feel, Ron?
And I said I don’t know. It hasn’t hit me yet; it hasn’t sunk in. I
just don’t know. As I stand here right this moment, I think it’s
starting to sink in, and it feels really good. It does.

Again, one of the reasons that I’'m here, and I can’t emphasize
it enough, is the support of so many people who believed in me.
They believed that I had whatever quality it was to be where I am
today. And as hard as I worked and as seriously as I always took
my function and my responsibility, I was just a portion of this. Sen-
ator Bryan addressed my family. It goes back. They had such a
love for this state. They had such a pride in their name and such
an ethic that would never let them compromise themselves or
compromise our family name. So it starts back there and it just
builds. I’'m not here strictly because of my efforts, believe me. It’s
a combination—it’s my mom; it’s my dad. They taught me my val-
ues. They taught me my work ethic, my integrity. They always em-
phasized to me that a life well lived is measured in the end by ef-
forts made to benefit others. It always made sense to me that that
really is the key. So, of course, it’s because of the belief in me that
my folks had that I’'m here. I’'m here because of the precedents set
by my dad and my Uncle Loren and my Uncle David. As I said,
they had such a love for the profession. They loved their col-
leagues. They practiced with an ethic that I admired greatly. They
taught me all that was good about the profession and instilled in me
an absolute sense of love for the law. So because of them I’m here
today.

I’ve been so fortunate. It doesn’t matter what job I have; what
position I had, I have had wonderful people around me. My staff—
two of whom relocated from Las Vegas to move up here with me
to this position. They did so at personal sacrifice. They ended up
taking pay cuts; they ended up having to relocate and find
residence up here. I’ve always been very blessed with a very loyal,
very caring staff. My friends. I've got the most wonderful friends
in the world—I really do. And they’re always more than happy to
keep me humble and grounded, especially during the campaign.
And it’s a very important thing to have these friends who will keep
you humble and grounded. So again, this is another part of that
whole puzzle of why I’'m here today.
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My family. I just can’t say enough. My girls—there’s Leslie and
Jilli and Calli. My mother-in-law Wanda. There’s no way I could
be here because they keep the home front absolutely safe—it’s a
wonderful environment, and I’'m very fortunate. My brothers and
my sister. My sister Kathy is a wonderful person. She’s a physical
therapist. She, we all, take such good care of dad. He’s taken such
good care of us and my brother, and we all pitch in for a common
good, and I wouldn’t be here if it weren’t for all of them.

Again, I have no intention of rambling on and on and on. Every-
body’s been here for quite a while, and I guess I have to impart to
you the sense that I have that as I stand up here today what an
important, powerful position this really is. Along with this posi-
tion, however, comes an awesome responsibility. As was indicated
earlier, the court addresses issues constantly, daily, that affect
many people in very, very real ways. What I fully understand and
appreciate is this responsibility. I fully understand and appreciate
my obligation to do what is right, what is just and what is fair. So
I do understand that along with this position and this power comes
an awesome responsibility.

I’'m excited to be a member of this court. I look forward to
serving with these fine individuals. I’'m so proud and I’m so hon-
ored that the citizens of Nevada have entrusted to me this very
important position. To all of you, thank you again for braving the
elements to be here. It’s very important for me, and I know it’s
very important for Jim, that our very closest, dearest friends were
here to share this very special moment with us, and it really is a
very special moment. So again, thank you all so much.

CHIEF JUSTICE BECKER:

Before we have the benediction, I would like to also add the
thanks of my colleagues to Janette Bloom and to Beth Mammen for
all of their help in setting this up today as well as setting up the
reception and the respective offices of the Clerk of the Supreme
Court and the Administrative Office of the Courts. We would also
like to thank the Director of the Nevada State Library for the use
of this facility. As you know, we originally planned to have this in
the Capitol because it was very important in the history of the
families of these two fine and outstanding individuals. Unfortu-
nately, they underestimated the amount of love and respect that
they had and therefore there were a number of people who wished
to attend, and so we have been very fortunate that the Nevada State
Library has been able to accommodate us in this wonderful venue.
I would also like to state that it has often been said that the qual-
ity of the person may be judged by the quality of their friends, and
from the remarks of the friends of these individuals, I think we all
know, as I said earlier, what outstanding qualities they have and
how welcome we are to have them on the bench with us. I want to
let you know that there is a reception that will be hosted by Justices
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Hardesty and Parraguirre in the Supreme Court rotunda immedi-
ately following this session.

At this time, I would like to call upon Pastor Kevin Odor of the
Canyon Ridge Christian Church to step forward and give us the
benediction. Would you all please rise.

PASTOR ODOR:

Let us pray. God, it has been so good for us to be together
today, and we’re humbled and we’re honored for the things that
were said and the experience that we’ve had together. God, we’re
very grateful for the heritage of these two who have come to
serve, from the heritage of their families and the values that have
been instilled in them; the lessons that have been learned. For all
the teachers and professors and mentors that have built into their
lives, for the support that has come from their homes. God, we are
so grateful for so many good things that we can celebrate today.
God, we are grateful for the role of government that is instituted by
you to defend the rights of innocent people, and I pray for these
who are called to administer your justice and to do it in a way that
is full of wisdom and compassion. God, I’'m grateful that your
word tells us that if we want wisdom we could ask you and that
you give it to us, and so we do pray for wisdom for this court and
for these individuals that have come to serve. God, as we get ready
to leave here today, we pray for your blessings to be upon us. We
pray first of all for Your blessings upon these two new justices as
they adjust to their new roles and as they blend into the stream of
decision-making of this court. May You grant them great grace and
may You give them courage as they bring the talent, shills and abil-
ities that You’ve placed within them to bear on all of our behalfs.
God, we pray for the families and the adjustments that they’re
making, and Father we thank you for their support and the chal-
lenges of political campaigns and may the celebration time help
meet some of the challenges that they journey through, and we
thank you for them. And we pray for the entire court—this new
team that is together—and may they learn from each other and be
so much better together than they are as individuals and may You
grant them great grace. And as we get ready to leave we ask for
Your safety. We ask for Your provision. We ask for Your joy at all
the celebrations of this fine day, and Father we thank you and ask
all these things in your name. Amen.

CHIEF JUSTICE BECKER:

Thank you, Pastor Odor. Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for
attending. Please join us at the reception and with that the special
session of the court is now adjourned. Thank you.
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	Now the time has come for the investiture of James W. Hardesty. Our first speaker will be the Honorable Peter Breen, District Judge of the Second Judicial District Court. And Peter, if I'm correct, you now have the distinction of being the longest-sitting judge in the history of Nevada. It is fitting that Judge Breen should be one of our speakers here today because he is also one of our homegrown people, a native of our state, as I am and as are the judges who are taking the oath today. Judge Breen. 
	May it please the court. Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. Fifty years ago today, Bud Hardesty was sworn in as a State Leg­islator in the building next door. The Hardestys owned a clothing store, and they brought their young son, Jim, with them, dressed up in a new suit, to watch the swearing in. It is fitting that that be noted as we begin the investiture for him on this day 50 years later. I was talking with my old colleague Howard McKibben the other day concerning a centennial bar association committ
	I go way back with Jim Hardesty too. Most of it centers around the trial court. I was there at his first jury trial where I presided over the trial. And when he first became a trial judge and now here as he reaches the height of our judiciary in this state, I want to mention just a few personal experiences I've had with him and observations I've made about him over these past 25 years that illustrate some of the characteristics that you already know. He's one of the best attorneys in our state and certainly
	But this occurred at an earlier time when he was out of the lime­light, a younger man, a more inexperienced man. There was a trial that he took over as a young lawyer late in the course of litigation. There was a claim for punitive damages, which made that unusual-the claim was unheard of in our area at the time because it involved a defendant who was a member of our establishment, perhaps the establishment. It was tough to go against a defendant who was that big and well-entrenched in the culture. I could 
	was nervous. Boy, you could just see his determination during that trial, and he won a verdict that included the punitive damages that was sustained on appeal. He made law on that case. But what stood out to me was his courage and determination-that of a young man against great odds to see his client through to have that day in court. 
	Then about 15 years later he was-or a few years later, he was on the losing side of a case, again in my trial court. I had granted summary judgment confirming an established standard that had been in existence for many years in our state and was the majority rule in our country. The Supreme Court reversed me and eventu­ally Judge Hardesty, as a lawyer, lost that jury trial. He took this unexpected turn of events with dignity and respect for justice and its institution. I saw his great acceptance for the pro
	Over the years, especially the last ten years or so, young aspir­ing lawyers, those aspiring to the bench, have come and asked me, "Well, what's the best part about being a judge? What does it take to do it?" I've never found the exact quote from the great thinkers, so I wound up telling them something like this. The characteristics or traits to which we aspire as human beings are well known. You can find them in any religion, in natural law, in the boy and girl scouts' creed. We all profess to practice the
	Clear back in the seventies when he was a working young lawyer, the subject that he talked to with me invariably came to this. I imagine he probably didn't consciously know what he was doing at the time, but I knew that he knew exactly what I was talk­ing about, so even though he might have known that I knew he had the bench in the back of his mind all these years. And anyone who knows him knows he's not satisfied with what might be or might be half-measured. He's lived by one of his favorite phrases as I l
	So I know that when he took the bench he brought along not only his work ethic and his boundless enthusiasm and his intelli­gence, he brought 20 years of thinking and perhaps an unknown desire with him. As a result, he vaulted to the top of our radar and the top level of the amount of work that was put out. I personally have been fortunate to have benefited from being able to hang out 
	with some judges over the years whose names are household words-like Judge Bruce Thompson, of the federal district court. He used to tell me, "Pete, it takes five years to be a decent judge, so keep at it." I'd say, "Yeah, Bruce, but I've been on the bench for nine years." And he'd say, "Well, maybe you're the exception. Just keep practicing.'' 
	But Judge Hardesty did not need an apprenticeship. He hit the deck running. He did not need to be told how to do this work. He was ready from the starting bell. He came at the right time for this new rule that we have concerning a strong chief judge. It was like it was made for him, and with his background as a CPA, we are in the best position in our district that we've been in my 31 years of being on the bench. The right time for me too because I was beginning to smell those green pastures, you know, the l
	Jim has been quoted in the paper saying, "I may not be the brightest light in the closet, but no one will outwork me.' ' Let me tell you. I've seen his bright light in operation, but he depends on his work ethic and his intelligence. He depends on enthusiasm rather than entitlement when he comes to work every day. These qualities and ability to enjoy them in conjunction with each other are what sets him apart, but to me these are not his best qualities. It is his pure zest for living-the pure joy of it-that
	I remember when he was on the bench a couple of years and we were having a meeting as to how he was going to help me find some more money for my favorite subject, the specialty court. It was this time of year, maybe February, I think, and I was trying to diet after my indulgences over the holidays, and so I ordered a California salad-the weeds and those kind of things. And on the menu was a "construction" burger, and he ordered it and ate it with great gusto while I looked on. And it's right then that I kne
	a ring to it, doesn't it? Oh well, I am the most reversed trial judge in history. 
	There's a passage that I read in connection with a funeral of an old trial lawyer friend of mine years ago, but it's really most appropriate to describe the living and it describes Jim Hardesty perfectly. It's from Theodore Roosevelt, and here it is: "It is not the critic who counts: not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles or where the doer of deeds could have done better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood, who strives
	CHIEF JUSTICE BECKER: 
	Our next speaker is the Honorable Gregg Zive, Chief Judge of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Nevada. I don't know, Judge Zive, whether your words of wisdom will be quite as graphic as Judge Breen's, but right now I'm noting Geritol and grizzly bears, so 
	JUDGE ZIVE: 
	I noticed you ignored ''vague and right.'' 
	CHIEF JUSTICE BECKER: 
	Very good. 
	JUDGE ZIVE: 
	May it please the court. Friends, it is indeed an honor and privilege for me to be able to say a few words about a person that I have known since we were teenagers. What's that-about 25 years, Jim? Probably not-probably closer to 40 years. And we have been friends, we've been colleagues, and unfortunately for Jim, we've been both softball and golf teammates. We have played together on several occasions and managed to consistently finish out of the money in several golf tournaments, and one thing, though, th
	Who is Jim Hardesty? Who is this man who is about to achieve a goal that I am sure he set for himself many years ago. Well, as you know, he's a product of a longtime northern Nevada family, 
	who was engaged in a successful construction business for more than 60 years. His parents worked to make Hardesty and Sons a successful enterprise, and they did so while raising Jim, his brother and a sister. Jim graduated from Reno High School and then from the University of Nevada, and for those of you from Las Vegas, the University of Nevada-Reno. When Jim and I went there it was still the University of Nevada. 
	He obtained a degree in accounting, and I'm certain it won't surprise anyone, but he was the Student Body President during his senior year. As an aside, Jim had to overcome one obstacle-he was a fraternity brother of Justice Maupin and mine and several other people in this audience, the three of us, it's tough to imagine how much nerdiness was in one room. And of course no other fraternity member ever had an opportunity to utter a word. Now during his time at the university, Jim worked at an accounting firm
	Jim took classes at night and Saturdays for four years in order to obtain his law degree. During the day, he'd start in the mornings by teaching business associations in accounting at a local junior college, was a controller at a construction firm in the mid­afternoon and in the late afternoons worked as an accountant for an accountancy firm. During that same time, Sandy was not only a young mother, but she worked cleaning model homes. As you can tell, this is just one of those spoiled, silver-spooned famil
	Jim went on to become an accomplished civil and commercial trial lawyer. He toiled long and hard and was a zealous advocate who always acted professionally and with unquestioned ethics. He 
	was a formidable and well-respected opponent. During the later portions of his career as a lawyer, I was personally able to see Jim's skill and problem-solving abilities at work during his repre­sentation of private clients and trustees in complex business bank­ruptcy cases. There were none better. However, Jim had long evidenced a desire to be a judge and in 1998 was elected to the district court in Washoe County where he has served until today. 
	I have been asked about the differences between being a lawyer in private practice and being a judge. There are obvious distinc­tions. You get to wear a nice, multi-purpose robe for example. But Jim soon discovered one of the most significant differences-the absence of the need to keep track of billable hours and to send statements to clients. He was never very good at that. You see, while he was building a substantial practice and demonstrating his brilliance in courtrooms around the state, his internal ad
	Jim has already had a distinguished judicial career, and as you know, a few years ago he had to overcome a serious illness. Jim, I don't think that giving up half your liver to the job was absolutely necessary. He has now achieved what certainly has been a long­term goal, but this achievement was gained the correct way. He has always worked hard. He has worked hard as a husband, a father, a lawyer, and a judge. He has repeatedly demonstrated all of the critical attributes of integrity, scholarship, intellig
	In addition to the qualities that I've already mentioned, a justice needs to be grounded in reality and to have a true sense of humil­ity. A judge or justice is neither a judge nor a justice at home-he's just a husband and a father. And it's important to remember that because it's easy to lose sight of that truth. But thanks to Sandy and his family, Jim has not and he will not be allowed to suffer from black-robe disease. 
	After Jim and Sandy's daughters had grown up enough that they didn't really want to be around their parents all the time, Sandy returned to school and obtained her degree in 1985. She has been a physical education teacher for 13 years at Sparks High School and was the golf coach there for a decade. Now, being the golf coach at Sparks High is not the equivalent of being the golf coach at one of the more affluent schools. Her girls had no back
	ground in the sport and had neither the necessary equipment nor the means to get it. It was onJy through Sandy's generosity and her perseverance that her girls were provided clubs and other gear and were taught the fundamental skills that they required. This is sim­ply one manifestation of Sandy's character, and of course every­body that knows her is well aware of her sense of humor, her pa­tience and her loyalty. And of course she's been demonstrating that for 34 years by being married to Jim. 
	Jim has always enjoyed being active in sports. Athletics are not only a healthy activity, which is really good when you make a liv­ing sitting on your rear end all the time, but they teach you how to compete. That means learning how to win and how to lose because you win some and you lose some. Jim has learned those lessons well, and that has turned him into a consistent winner. He was greatly involved in his children's lives-probably a little more than they would have liked at some times. He coached girls 
	Life is marked by certain indelible milestones, the type of achievements that are generally the result of an individual's personal attributes. But they could not be obtained without the assistance of many others. Today is such a milestone for Jim, and he will be the first to tell you that he wouldn't be here without the contributions of many people during his life. But Jim is fortunate, and he is intelligent, and he knows that this is a milestone that he can share with his family and with his friends. And w
	Jim, today is a significant and memorable occasion and one for which you are uniquely qualified. But what will really stand the test of time is your family, and you have truly been blessed in that 
	regard. One, I don't think, is allowed to speak at an occasion like this without some kind of quotation. It's like the George Will disease. And so I found one, and I would like you to remember the words of John Mortimer, whoever he is, who said, and I quote, ''No brilliance is needed in law, just common sense and relatively clean fingernails.'' Jim, keep your hands clean. 
	At this time, Justice-elect Hardesty, if you would step up, and I will administer the oath of office. After I've administered the oath of office, the robing ceremony will be performed by Sandy and Vena Lee Hardesty and Shirley Packer. (Chief Justice Becker administered the oath of office to Justice Hardesty.) Congratula­tions and welcome aboard. 
	And now, ladies and gentlemen, Justice James W. Hardesty will have a chance at rebuttal for being a nerdy grizzly bear with Geritol. Justice Hardesty. 
	Well, this is pretty cool. I didn't realize that today I'd be join­ing the group of the vague and the right, but I'm glad I'm joining the group that's right. 
	Chief Justice Becker and my new colleagues on the Nevada Supreme Court, Governor Guinn and the greatest first lady in our union, distinguished guests and honored friends and guests, thank you for braving the weather and sharing this special moment with me and my family. You have no idea how much this means to me and Sandy, my mother, mother-in-law, daughters and sons-in-law. It means a great deal to us. 
	I'd like to begin my remarks-and they'll be brief I promise­by thanking the voters of this state for entrusting me with this enor­mous responsibility and high honor. I pledge to each and every one of you that I will do everything I can to make all of you proud of my service on this court. 
	As you might imagine, this is a special day, and it has a number of very special meanings for me. To begin with, I no longer have to give Justice Maupin any "gimme" putts. He, of course, will tell you he never needed them anyway. The fact is he does. It is an honor and a privilege to join my other colleagues on the Supreme Court. I've known these people personally and professionally, and they are outstanding members of the Supreme Court of this state. 
	I want to thank Judge Breen. He is the longest-sitting district court judge in our state. He has been an inspiration to me through­out my career. As he told you, I tried my first jury trial in front of him. I really appreciated the good rulings then, and I got a few later on. Thanks, Judge. 
	And it's always good to have someone here from what Mills Lane used to call the "post office" judges-Judge Zive. Gregg and I have been longtime friends, more than 40 years. And he's absolutely right about one thing-sitting in a room with him and Justice Maupin, which of the three of us did you think did not get a chance to speak? 
	Who would believe that a young man, with no money, a beauti­ful young wife, and two young babies, attending law school at night would make his way to the highest court in our state? Only in America. Only in Nevada. There are a number of reasons, but first among them is the love and support of my wife, Sandy. Today is definitely a shared experience with her. She's been there every step of the way, and I can't begin to thank you enough for all that you've done for me, our family and our professional career, a
	During the campaign, I kidded Ron and Mike about the suffer­ing we had put our wives under. Truly, they have had tremendous responsibilities in the campaign and a lot of pressures. I have spent a lot of nights on the phone talking with Leslie and spoken with Martha frequently, and all I can say is that the three of us owe you guys big-time. 
	I'd also like to thank my daughters for their loving support. You know daughters can provide you with a little extra incentive, you know. And they have. 
	I follow in the steps of Justice Miriam Shearing. It is a privilege and an honor that I do so. She has been an inspiration to the judiciary and to women, including my family and my daughters. And I want to thank you for your service to this state, Justice Shearing. 
	And I'd like to also recognize and acknowledge Justice Agosti. She too has been a driving force on behalf of women and the gender issues that exist in our state, and you are to be congratu­lated for your service as well. 
	I'd like to recognize my mother-in-law. Everybody needs a good mother-in-law, you know. They can keep you grounded with no problem. 
	And I want to thank God for my mom's presence here today. She's undergone a great deal in the last six months, and I'm very appreciative that the Good Lord would have you here today. Thank you. 
	There are a number of you I would also like to thank, but time does not permit the recognition of all those who played such a big role in my life. You all know that I'm very grateful. I would note, however, that my colleagues and the entire staff on the Second Judicial District Court are people that I will never forget, and I will miss you all, and I thank you for your help and your support. 
	I'd also like to recognize and thank Janette Bloom and Beth Mammen who worked so hard to put this investiture together. Thank you very much. And I'd also like to thank the El Dorado and the Carano family. We do have parting gifts over here shortly, and I want to thank them for making those available to all of the guests here today. 
	Today begins the next chapter in the history of the Nevada Supreme Court. Only 56 Nevadans in the 140-year history of our state have had the privilege to serve on our high court. All have been distinguished Nevadans, including former U.S. Senator Pat McCarran, Cameron Batjer, and my fraternity brother, although much older, and former law partner, Cliff Young. And I'm so grateful you are here today, Cliff. 
	It is my honor and great privilege to join the Nevada Supreme Court. This court has accomplished so much, particularly in the last eight years. They have reduced and almost eliminated a stag­gering backlog while still faced with the highest caseload of any Supreme Court in the United States. They have worked through growing pains of the panel system. They have created an atmos­phere of civility and collegiality so vital to the success of a court of seven members. And they are willing to engage in self-analy
	CHIEF JUSTICE BECKER: 
	Justice Hardesty, if you would now join us on the podium. 
	INVESTITURE OF RON PARRAGUIRRE 
	CHIEF JUSTICE BECKER: 
	We now tum to the investiture of Justice-elect Ron Parraguirre, who is taking a deep breath. And our first speaker on behalf of Judge Parraguirre is the Honorable Nancy Saitta, District Judge of 
	the Eighth Judicial District Court, who, as you can see, has brought a bag with her. So, I think we probably will find some­thing in addition to grizzly bears and Geritol. Judge Saitta. 
	Madam Chief Justice, and members of the court, ladies and gen­tlemen, Mr. Governor, it is indeed a great pleasure to be here to speak at this momentous occasion. I'm particularly honored to be here again to speak for you. It seems like just yesterday we were doing this down in the district court. But time stands still for no one, and that does remind me of something before I get into the serious comments. The Governor has said such nice things about you, and I've taken a look at what Governor-Senator Bryan 
	I really met Ron when we were judges in municipal court. He was already a senior judge in the municipal court when I took the bench very, very wet behind the ears but very anxious to meet my colleagues and to work well with them. And I kept hearing things about this Judge Parraguirre; two things in particular. First of all, he's really cute. Second, he's really nice. And when I met him, I'd have to say I agreed-he's cute and I thought he was real nice. So I think that you all might imagine my surprise when 
	We talk about milestones, and we talk about just how important this is to all the family members and the friends who are here, and I do want to hearken back just for a moment to that other investi­ture that I had the pleasure and honor of being a part of with you and that was when I really got to know your better half, Leslie. And we talked quite a bit about what I should and shouldn't say and what I should and shouldn't reveal about you, and Leslie was a little bit new at this process, and she kept referri
	Now, seriously, indeed today is a milestone, and I think as you look around you can see how important this is to your friends, to your family and to the state of Nevada. Milestones, particularly in law, have been a part of our civilization longer than 4,000 years. As long ago as 1850 B.C., when the first known legal decision was recorded, in 1100 when the first law school was formed, the Declaration of Independence in 1776, but to save a bit of time I'm going to fast forward a few centuries. There are other
	It is a bit overwhelming for me to say those words. I can only imagine how significant and overwhelming this process is for you, so as I began to prepare for my part in your milestone ceremony, I wondered what could I possibly say, what could I say to this group of distinguished guests before our high court-something that would stay with you perhaps as you take the bench. So I thought about the word "justice." Pretty simple, many definitions. And I thought, I think that it is important for me to go through 
	Let's start with the letter "j." J-as in doing what is just. Doing justice; the constant and perpetual disposition to render every man due, which in the best of human tradition builds peace, pursues truth, shapes community and upholds right. Let the record be clear, without question, you have practiced this in your court­room, and I have no doubt that you will continue to serve this state in that way as you have in the past. 
	The "u." To understand, not only to understand the law. Clearly you have demonstrated it's a pretty simple, positive way of under­standing the law. But also, understanding the dynamics of a chang­ing populace, understanding above all how to respect others, how to work effectively with others, whether they be members of the bench, of the Legislature, our Governor or any others. You have always made it so easy. You understand what it is to work with other people. I do think that Plato said it best, ''No law o
	"S" as in success. Sometimes defined as one who has lived well, laughed often and-loved much. Ron, as this milestone illus­trates, look around you. You are everything that success could ever mean. 
	"T" -I think talent. The innate ability to do easily what is dif­ficult for others. Again, you've demonstrated that so well and again, a quote is appropriate. Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, 
	• 'Talent is the power and courage to make a new road to new and better goals.'' So whether it's cowboy poetry or expression of dif­ficult legal theory, you have the talent and the tenacity that every justice should have. 
	"I"-"i" is an imagination. You know it has been said that the most successful people of the world have used their imagination to think ahead and to create their mental picture in all of its details, not to be distracted by how things are, but to raise new questions, new possibilities and to regard old problems from a new angle. This too is representative of how you work and why you will be a tremendous asset to this court. 
	"C" for courage. Courage to do what you must; courage to stand on your own and courage to know when others are indeed correct. The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands in times of challenge and controversy. Today, as you are surrounded by your family, your friends, and your peers, you are proof of the fact that dreams can come true if we have the courage to pursue them. 
	And finally the "e." Could it be anything else besides excel­lence? We talk about it, think about it, write about it, but what is it? However others would choose to define excellence, it is impor­tant to remember it is not a simple project or an act or a job description. Excellence is a way of life. It includes going beyond your normal call of duty; holding yourself responsible for being your best. Excellence comes from striving forth and maintaining the highest standards, paying attention to detail and goi
	In every way, Ron, in every letter, you are a man of great heart and commitment. A man who seeks justice and who does justice. A man of supreme talent and intellect. I am thrilled and honored to know that you and my good friend, Jim Hardesty, are joining this most distinguished court, and I might add, reviewing my de­cisions. I cannot imagine better additions to this court. I will close with a simple reference to a simple legal phrase. It's not commonly used. All of us learned it in the first year of law sc
	Thank you, Judge Saitta. Our second speaker for Judge Par­raguirre is someone who is instantly recognizable in the state of Nevada. Our past United States Senator and past Governor, the Honorable Richard Bryan. 
	May it please the court. Chief Justice Becker, members of the bench and of the bar, Governor Guinn and our first lady, Dema, the Parraguirre family and amici curiae, one and all. When Judge Parraguirre some weeks ago called upon me to speak at his in­vestiture, I was flattered and a bit like Judge Saitta, I wondered what could I contribute. And the Judge said why don't you tell a little bit about my family, you've known them, and I have. 
	The American odyssey of the Parraguirre family goes back four generations ago, before Nevada's admission to statehood, when the judge's Great-Great-Uncle Frank left the high country of the Spanish Pyrenees and set sail for America to pursue his dream for a better life. He arrived at 12 years of age in San Francisco, which was in the midst of a railroad building boom, and there were many, many Chinese in the city. Many years later, Frank confided to a friend that ''when the ship docked and I saw all of those
	The Parraguirre story in America is a quintessential American story. Shortly after Frank arrived, he and his brothers took up an undertaking that they had done in the mother country-they herded sheep. But working hard, exercising thrift and persistence, they prospered and ultimately acquired a ranch just south of Wellington, and they went into business for themselves. The enterprise was successful and before long they had thousands and thousands of sheep. 
	In the last year, we heard a lot about character and values as part of the national debate. Character and values do matter. And the character and values which the Parraguirre family leave with us today were formed during those years when those Parraguirre brothers in the crucible years of their formation shaped the values by the experience that they had in trodding the high country of the Sierra in the winter and the western valleys of Nevada in the summer. Succeeding generations of the Parraguirre family w
	Judge Parraguirre's father and his father's two brothers, the judge's uncles Loren and David, all became lawyers and were admitted to practice the law here in Nevada on the same day in 
	1956. And I would say since there has been a veiled reference to activities that occurred at 255 University Terrace, that the academic foundation upon which their success was predicated undoubtedly occurred at the Alpha Tau Omega house of which they were members. 
	As Governor Guinn has indicated, Judge Parraguirre's father, Paul, was a Deputy Attorney General, a Chief Criminal Deputy in the Clark County District Attorney's Office and later a district court judge. And it was 40 years ago that I was privileged to serve on his father's staff. Let me say that his father's passion for the law and the diligence with which he pursued it impressed me greatly. The judge's Uncle Loren was a Washoe County District Attorney and later was elected to the Nevada Legislature. Uncle 
	I spoke a moment ago about character and the role that it has. Character, in my opinion, has a particularly important role when it comes to selecting those men and women who serve on the bench. Of the three branches of government, only the third estate has the power to deprive us of our personal liberties, to divest us of our property, and to sever those most personal relationships among us. Now Judge Parraguirre will be well-served by his pioneer Basque heritage and the family tradition of public service. 
	Now oceans of ink have been spilled about what makes a good appellate judge. If you'll permit me just another moment and let me share a thought or two with you. Knowledge of the law and the ability to apply it to the facts before the justice is of critical importance. The 14 years of experience, Judge, that you've had on the municipal court bench and later the district court bench demon­strates that you have this ability. Fidelity of the law-the interpre­tation of the law without respect to personal bias or
	And in the hundreds of cases you have decided you have provided ample evidence that you possess that quality as well. And finally what I would call practical wisdom or the idiom of the straight, common sense, and in that regard the judge is genetically blessed. I was aware of the fact that the Parraguirre surname originally began with a "y" -Yparraguirre. And I asked the judge how did that come about, the family changing the surname. And the judge said that it began in law school. All three brothers were to
	Forty years ago when I was privileged to serve with the judge's father in the Clark County District Attorney's Office, one of your predecessors who presided over Department Three, Judge Mowbray, used to always talk to the jury at the end of a case about what made a good judge. And he cited the 19th Century Lord Chancellor Lyndhurst, who said, "I look out for a gentlemen, and if he knows a little law so much the better.'' Well, Judge, you know the law, and you are a real gentleman. And so this evening when t
	Well, Judge Parraguirre, I'm glad to know that with our grizzly bear we will have the balance of, at least according to Judge Saitta, the cute man who would be king. If you would please step forward now, and I will administer to you the oath of office. And subsequent to the administration of the oath, the robing ceremony will be performed by Leslie, Paul and Iris Parraguirre. (Chief Jus­tice Becker administered the oath of office to Justice Parraguirre.) 
	Congratulations. The podium is all yours, Justice Parraguirre. 
	Well, all of you who know me well know that I'm not much on being the center of attention, so I'm going to be exceptionally brief. Chief Justice and the Court, Governor and Mrs. Guinn, all my wonderful friends and my family-what an honor to be here. I first of all have to thank a few folks. Senator Bryan, I can't thank you enough for being here. You've been a family friend for many, many years, and it's tough for folks to get here. As we saw today, everybody braved the weather and endured the elements to be
	here, and I can't thank you enough for the wonderful comments. Judge Saitta, you were there from day one-we started as little mu­nicipal court groupies. We had an absolutely wonderful time. I've always been so fortunate to have wonderful colleagues and people that I've always loved working with, and thank you for being here. 
	Janette and Beth, without Janette Bloom and Beth Mammen­putting one of these functions together is an awesome undertaking. She would get phone calls every once and awhile-oh, we have two more drop out; we have four more coming. We changed locations I think four times throughout the Capitol. At one point, we were going to do it outside on the steps of the Capitol, and Janette said she was a little worried about the weather. Jim and I said not to worry about it, they do it in Washington all the time right on 
	To my pastor, Pastor Kevin Odor, he came all of this way to do the benediction for us, and it's a very special thing to have you here. Thank you for being here. 
	As Jim said, it's always tough going second. It was the same thing during the whole campaign. Jim would go first. Then I'd get up there, and he had said everything I wanted to say. So then I'd have to stand up there and make it up as I went along because he had covered everything. What he said specifically, Justice Shear­ing, Justice Agosti-what two wonderful examples to follow, and I have a whole house full of women, and the examples that you set for my daughters and my family, I can't thank you enough. 
	My wife. And Jim even covered that, I know. That was my big crescendo. Without my wife-and you really have to be in this position, you have to be a public official to understand the tolls it will take on you personally. You are very much in the public eye. You are very much out in front, and it's not just me that's out in front-it's my entire family. And so my wife, for 14 years she's put up with a tremendous amount in these endless campaigns. I think this was my sixth campaign. It seems I'm always running 
	You know, during my district court investiture, I remarked at that point that usually when you have big crowds and you have a whole bunch of people and you've got these great people saying wonder­ful things, usually the event involves a casket. And I look back and I think how lucky I am. You know, I did this once before. I got to have all these people say wonderful things about me, and there wasn't a casket. This is the second time it's happened. And now I'm getting a little worried. But what a fortunate th
	Following the election, I got asked time and time again how does it feel to be a Supreme Court Justice. How's it feel, Ron? And I said I don't know. It hasn't hit me yet; it hasn't sunk in. I just don't know. As I stand here right this moment, I think it's starting to sink in, and it feels really good. It does. 
	Again, one of the reasons that I'm here, and I can't emphasize it enough, is the support of so many people who believed in me. They believed that I had whatever quality it was to be where I am today. And as hard as I worked and as seriously as I always took my function and my responsibility, I was just a portion of this. Sen­ator Bryan addressed my family. It goes back. They had such a love for this state. They had such a pride in their name and such an ethic that would never let them compromise themselves 
	I've been so fortunate. It doesn't matter what job I have; what position I had, I have had wonderful people around me. My staff­two of whom relocated from Las Vegas to move up here with me to this position. They did so at personal sacrifice. They ended up taking pay cuts; they ended up having to relocate and find residence up here. I've always been very blessed with a very loyal, very caring staff. My friends. I've got the most wonderful friends in the world-I really do. And they're always more than happy t
	My family. I just can't say enough. My girls-there's Leslie and Jilli and Calli. My mother-in-law Wanda. There's no way I could be here because they keep the home front absolutely safe-it's a wonderful environment, and I'm very fortunate. My brothers and my sister. My sister Kathy is a wonderful person. She's a physical therapist. She, we all, take such good care of dad. He's taken such good care of us and my brother, and we all pitch in for a common good, and I wouldn't be here if it weren't for all of the
	Again, I have no intention of rambling on and on and on. Every­body's been here for quite a while, and I guess I have to impart to you the sense that I have that as I stand up here today what an important, powerful position this really is. Along with this posi­tion, however, comes an awesome responsibility. As was indicated earlier, the court addresses issues constantly, daily, that affect many people in very, very real ways. What I fully understand and appreciate is this responsibility. I fully understand 
	I'm excited to be a member of this court. I look for ward to serving with these fine individuals. I'm so proud and I'm so hon­ored that the citizens of Nevada have entrusted to me this very important position. To all of you, thank you again for braving the elements to be here. It's very important for me, and I know it's very important for Jim, that our very closest, dearest friends were here to share this very special moment with us, and it really is a very special moment. So again, thank you all so much. 
	Before we have the benediction, I would like to also add the thanks of my colleagues to Janette Bloom and to Beth Mammen for all of their help in setting this up today as well as setting up the reception and the respective offices of the Clerk of the Supreme Court and the Administrative Office of the Courts. We would also like to thank the Director of the Nevada State Library for the use of this facility. As you know, we originally planned to have this in the Capitol because it was very important in the his
	Hardesty and Parraguirre in the Supreme Court rotunda immedi­ately following this session. 
	At this time, I would like to call upon Pastor Kevin Odor of the Canyon Ridge Christian Church to step forward and give us the benediction. Would you all please rise. 
	PASTOR ODOR: 
	Let us pray. God, it has been so good for us to be together today, and we're humbled and we're honored for the things that were said and the experience that we've had together. God, we're very grateful for the heritage of these two who have come to serve, from the heritage of their families and the values that have been instilled in them; the lessons that have been learned. For all the teachers and professors and mentors that have built into their lives, for the support that has come from their homes. God, 
	CHIEF JUSTICE BECKER: 
	Thank you, Pastor Odor. Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for attending. Please join us at the reception and with that the special session of the court is now adjourned. Thank you. 




