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INVESTITURE PROCEEDINGS 

BAILIFF: 

All rise. The Supreme Court of the State of Nevada is now con­
vened in special session for the administration of the official oaths 
of office to the Honorable Michael L. Douglas, the Honorable 
Michael A. Cherry, and the Honorable Nancy M. Saitta, Chief 
Justice A. William Maupin presiding. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MAUPIN: 

Please be seated for a moment. Good afternoon. The Nevada 
Supreme Court is now in special session to conduct the investitures 
of the Honorable Michael L. Douglas, the Honorable Michael A. 
Cherry, and the Honorable Nancy M. Saitta. We will proceed 
with the invocation and the pledge of allegiance. Please remain 
standing for the invocation and the pledge. The invocation will be 
given by Ileen Spoor, District Court Judicial Assistant to Justice­
elect Michael Allan Cherry. 

ILEEN SPOOR: 

The Book of Psalms teaches "L'chu va'neem Shee'moo Lee. 
Come children. Listen to me. I will teach you to revere God. 
Which of you desires life, loves long years in which to see good­
ness. Keep your tongue from telling evil, your lips from speaking 
lies. Shun evil and do good. Seek peace and pursue it.'' Justice­
elect Saitta and Justice-elect Cherry have dedicated their lives to 
life, goodness, justice, and peace. In their honor let us strive to live 
our lives to the fullest. May God bless us with the yearning to 
achieve goodness and justice each and every day of our lives. May 
we find the strength to continue to fight for a society based on 
principles such as democracy, tolerance, understanding, and re­
spect. And finally, may we follow the lead of Justices-elect Saitta 
and Cherry and be granted with the gifts of sensitivity, humility, 
and awe, as we actively seek and pursue peace, with the determi­
nation of making this world a better place, and let us say Amen. 

IN UNISON: 

Amen. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MAUPIN: 

Thank you very much. Please remain standing for the pledge of 
allegiance to be led by Liam and Hayden Thornton, Justice-elect 
Cherry's grandchildren; Brian and Charlie Luther, Jayden and 
Bella Swink, Justice-elect Saitta's grandchildren; and Marcelia 
Aguilar, daughter of Justice-elect Saitta's assistant. 
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IN UNISON: 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America 
and to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, in­
divisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MAUPIN: 

Please be seated. Before I begin my opening remarks, I would 
like all of us to reflect for a moment on our great soldiers in Iraq 
and all of the families in America and Nevada who have lost sons 
and daughters in the recent conflict. A moment of silence. (A mo­
ment of silence is commemorated.) Thank you very much. 

And also today, we have buried a very distinguished president, 
and I'd like to also have a moment of silence for one of the great 
presidents, a man of great integrity, a true public spirit, who re­
stored the confidence in our nation when it needed its confidence 
the most. (A moment of silence is commemorated for former Pres­
ident Gerald W. Ford.) Thank you very much. 

This is a very special day for me as your incoming Chief Justice. 
This is our investiture of our new justices of i.he Supreme Court, 
and it is representative of what has happened in the recent election, 
and in this country, and in Nevada in particular. Our election 
process creates a renewal, a rejuvenation, and a reinvention of our 
democratic process. We in Nevada, as across America, rejoice in 
that renewal, in that rejuvenation, and in that reinvention, and it is 
with that spirit that I would like to commence our investiture pro­
ceedings today. 

Let me first introduce the members of the Nevada Supreme 
Court who are seated here with me and then our distinguished 
guests. In order of current seniority: Justice Mark Gibbons, Justice 
James W. Hardesty, Justice Ron Parraguirre, and Justice Michael 
L. Douglas. And, of course the most important part of the equa­
tion of these justices: Justice Gibbons' wife Sandy, Justice Hard­
esty's wife Sandy, Justice Parraguirre's wife Leslie, and Justice 
Douglas' wife Martha. If they would all stand and be recognized. 

And now I'd like to introduce other constitutional officers and 
dignitaries present. Governor Jim Gibbons and his Chief of Staff 
Mike Dayton. Would you please stand. Also present with us today 
is newly elected and sworn-in State Controller Kim Wallin. If you 
would stand up and be recognized. Thank you very much for 
coming. Also representing the Senate Majority Leader, our own 
State Senator, Senator Harry Reid, is Yolanda Gonzales. 

And accompanying Justice-elect Cherry today is his mother 
Naomi. Please stand and be recognized. David Cherry, his son; 
Meryl Thornton, his daughter; and Sheryl Kogan, Justice-elect 
Cherry's wonderful life companion and friend. Would you please 
stand up. 
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Accompanying Justice-elect Saitta are 200 of her closest friends 
and family. First, is her husband Joseph Saitta; children Timothy 
Saitta, Michael Swink, Ann-Marie Luther; and daughter-in-law 
Jennifer Bond. Please stand and be recognized. 

And we have with us today Justice-elect Cherry's staff members 
Kathleen Swain, Judicial Executive Assistant; Phil Trenchak and 
Todd Reese, law clerks; and Eliot Thomas, who will be coming on 
in February as his law clerk. If you could please stand and be rec­
ognized. Kathleen should have special recognition for having 
labored in the fields of justice working for former Chief Justice 
Bob Rose, who's with us today and will be mentioned later in the 
program. 

Justice-elect Saitta's staff members: Cecilia Aguilar, Judicial 
Assistant from district court; Jeannette Miller, temporary Judicial 
Assistant here in Carson City; and Ted Stalcup, her new law clerk. 
If you would stand and be recognized. 

And we would now like to recognize members of the judiciary. 
First, if you would please welcome Senior Judge Fidel Salcedo. 
With us today is also Judge Philip Pro. And from the state district 
court, we have with us Kathy Hardcastle, Chief Judge of the Eighth 
Judicial District; Jerome Polaha, Chief Judge of the Second Judi­
cial District; David Huff, District Court Judge from Fallon and 
Yerington; Robert Estes, who is one of the best golfers in the ju­
dicial union; and Leon Aberasturi, from Yerington and Fallon; Jus­
tice of the Peace from the Reno Township, Barbara Finley; and 
newly elected District Judge, who will be formally installed this 
Friday in Reno, Patrick Flanagan from the Second Judicial Dis­
trict. Patrick was the former President of the Nevada State Bar and 
the 2000 long-drive contest winner at the San Francisco State Bar 
meeting. (Yeah, I know. I didn't believe it either.) And Senior 
Judges Noel Manoukian, Senior District Judge but also former 
Supreme Court Justice of Nevada, who was a member of our 
court at one of its most difficult times, and thank you for your 
service to our state, Noel. Noel is also here with his wife Louise. 
We should give her applause too. And last but not least from the 
judges, one of the great members of our court, three-term Supreme 
Court Justice and three times Chief Justice of the Nevada Supreme 
Court Bob Rose and his wife Joleen. 

We have with us two members of the State Legislature, John 
Oceguera and Barbara Cegavske. If you could please stand. With 
us today is the President of the Nevada State Bar Rew Goodenow. 
And last and certainly not least, former Governor and Senator 
Dick Bryan and his wife Bonnie are with us. 

Now as with every great plan gone awry, are there any other 
public officials who are here today? If you are, please stand and 
identify yourself. We covered the gamut. 
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It's now my pleasure to introduce our first speaker, the Honor­
able Jim Gibbons, Governor of the State of Nevada. Before the 
Governor speaks, I want to speak with a little bit of personal priv­
ilege here. The other night when I was swearing the Governor in 
at his house, we were talking about our early days, and he was say­
ing to me-I asked him how he started out, and he said he used to 
be behind the scenes for years before he ran for the State Assem­
bly and then later served ten years with distinction as our Con­
gressman from Nevada's Second Congressional District. Well, let 
me tell you something, you're not behind the scenes now, and we 
thank you, not only for your military service, but for this recent 
and most wonderful commitment to the people of our State. Ladies 
and gentlemen, Governor Jim Gibbons. 

GOVERNOR GIBBONS: 

Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen, Honorable Chief Justice 
and other Justices, and distinguished guests. It is really an honor 
and a privilege for me to be here this afternoon because as a newly 
minted Governor of the State of Nevada, I think this is an appro­
priate first official function to be here to assist in the investiture of 
our newly elected Justices to the Supreme Court. But I have to 
admit, Mr. Chief Justice, if you'll give me a moment of personal 
privilege, to say how glad I am that I'm here with the Supreme 
Court because it's obvious they have read the Farmer's Almanac. 
On January 2, every Farmer's Almanac has concluded that it is still 
winter. While the executive branch did theirs outside-it really kind 
of strikes home. But, I want to admit that I'm humbled to be here 
and want you to know that it's an honor and a privilege for me to 
be here at this very moment to congratulate all of you, and Justice 
Douglas, your election as well. 

The judicial branch is so important to the State of Nevada and 
this high court has particular importance because by Constitution 
you affect everybody's lives and the work you do will be listed for 
generations to come. The work the executive branch does dis­
solves after every four years, but the judicial branch-the work you 
do lasts for generations. 

This is one of the newest supreme courts. The most senior jus­
tice on this bench has been here for about ten years. This presents 
our state with, I think, a great opportunity. You bring the enthusi­
asm, the talent, from diverse personal backgrounds and diverse ex­
periences in the law. I know that your workload will be daunting, 
but you will have the opportunity to make many new and 
precedent-setting decisions. And this I look forward to, watching 
from across the lawn. So congratulations, Justice Cherry, Justice 
Saitta, and Justice Douglas as well, on your election, and I join the 
people of Nevada in wishing all of you well and maintaining the 
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faith of this dynamic work. I know that you will do great work in 
the years ahead. And by your leave, Justices, I know that I won't 
be able to stay for the full investiture. I have a young son who has 
to catch an airplane. He has to go back to his academy, so I will 
have to be leaving here before I can have the full benefit of watch­
ing this full proceeding. But I want you to know that I'm here in 
spirit, and I want to wish you the best. God bless you. Thank you. 

INVESTITURE OF JUSTICE MICHAEL L. DOUGLAS 

CHIEF JUSTICE MAUPIN: 

Thank you very much, Governor. And now we will proceed with 
the investiture of our justices. As I said earlier, this is a great mo­
ment of reinvention, and it's a great personal experience for me to 
get to swear in my colleague, Michael Douglas, and our new col­
leagues, Judge Cherry and Judge Saitta. We'll start with the swear­
ing in of Justice Michael Douglas. And it would be our pleasure, 
Martha, if you will join us at the podium. (Chief Justice Maupin 
administered the oath of office to Justice Douglas.) You are duly 
installed. As everybody here knows, Justice Douglas succeeds our 
dear friend, succeeded our dear friend, Myron Leavitt. The finest 
compliment that I could pay to a colleague would be to say that he 
reminded me of Myron. Like Myron, his views-that's Justice 
Douglas' views-when he decides a case is "is it fair, is it legally 
correct, and will any innocent bystanders get hit." That's the kind 
of Justice Nevada wants. That's the kind of Justice that Nevada has 
in Michael Douglas. 

INVESTITURE OF JUSTICE MICHAEL A. CHERRY 

CHIEF JUSTICE MAUPIN: 

At this juncture I'd like to proceed with the investiture of 
Michael Allan Cherry. Our first speaker will be David Cherry, 
son of Justice-elect Cherry and the late Rachel Cherry. David is 
a graduate of the UNLV Greenspun School of Communications. 
Shortly after graduation, David moved to Washington, D.C., and 
was the Deputy Press Secretary for Senator Harry Reid. For 
the past several years, he has been Director of Communications 
for Congresswoman Shelley Berkley. David, if you would step 
forward. 
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DAVID CHERRY: 

Chief Justice Maupin, members of the court, distinguished 
guests, fellow Nevadans. Like most kids growing up in the 1950s, 
my dad had a boyhood hero, but it wasn't Superman, or the Lone 
Ranger, or even a star player from his hometown team, the St. 
Louis Cardinals. No, when my father was a boy, as he always used 
to tell us, it was TV's Perry Mason who made him want to be an 
attorney. And that's why it always rang true when during this last 
campaign my father would say, ''I've spent my entire career 
preparing to be your next Supreme Court Justice." And Dad, I 
think you can honestly say that you've spent your entire life learn­
ing the skills needed to become a member of the Nevada Supreme 
Court. Growing up in Las Vegas, I'm not sure when I first realized 
what it meant to have a father who was a lawyer, let alone a crim­
inal defense attorney. In our house, it was not unusual for the 
phone to ring at all hours with a call from the Clark County Jail 
or from a family acquaintance, frantically needing my dad's legal 
assistance. He was always there for them, answering the call and 
springing into action. As kids, my father would take me and my 
sister down to his office where he worked as a public defender for 
Clark County, a job I now realize was far more difficult than I 
could ever comprehend as a child. Later, he would start a private 
practice with a single partner in a little one-story converted house 
in downtown Las Vegas. Thirty years later, I look back in amaze­
ment at how hard my dad worked as an attorney and at the hum­
ble beginnings of a legal career that has now culminated with his 
election to the Nevada Supreme Court. 

It was at that little house on Sixth Street that I had my first job 
working for my dad. Not even old enough to drive, I would walk 
to make deliveries to other law offices, run copies, stuff envelopes, 
and spend what seemed like days updating the stacks of books that 
lined the office shelves from floor to ceiling. It all seemed so mys­
terious to me, a child in a grown-up world with laws, and legal 
opinions, and judges with their gavels and black robes. But if 
there was one thing I learned about my father, working in his of­
fice, it was his dedication to the law and to those whom he repre­
sented as an attorney. 

My dad has always been tall, with broad shoulders, and he 
looked like a giant to me when I would see him sitting there behind 
his desk dispensing legal advice to those who had come seeking his 
services. And there was always an air of excitement whenever the 
day would arrive when it was time for a case to go to trial. My fa­
ther loved to be in the courtroom, and he never shied away from 
the tough cases, despite the long odds that many of his clients 
seemed to face. Looking back now and knowing many others who 
practice law, I realize the love and passion that my dad has for 
being in the courtroom, and that is why it was no surprise when he 
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decided to eventually run for judge where he could preside once 
and for all over a courtroom of his very own. 

I know I speak for my sister Meryl and the other members of 
my family when I say how truly lucky we have been to have some­
one like my father as a shining example of what it means to be pas­
sionate about protecting the rights of all people under the law, no 
matter how difficult it was at times. In his eyes, everyone is enti­
tled to full legal representation and to the best defense possible, no 
matter the circumstances. We are all grateful for what my 
father's work taught us about the important role that the law plays 
in all our lives and of the impact of the courts, and indeed, our 
whole legal system on those here in Nevada and across our great 
democracy. 

As an adult, I have also come to fully appreciate what a re­
markable role model that my sister and I have been privileged to 
have in my father and the lifelong lessons that we've learned 
from watching him at work, fighting on behalf of those who put 
their faith in him as an attorney, and later as a judge whose knowl­
edge and wisdom were there to see that the innocent were 
protected, that the victims had their day in court, and that those 
found guilty of breaking the law were held accountable for their 
actions. 

In the audience today is my sister Meryl Thornton, her husband 
Mark, and their two sons Liam and Hayden, ages eight and five. I 
know I speak for her when I say how fortunate these two young 
boys are to have such an incredible role model for a grandfather, a 
man they can look up to and from whom I know they will learn so 
much about what it means to serve the greater good and to swear 
an oath to faithfully uphold the laws which are the cornerstone of 
our rights as individuals, as Americans, and as human beings. Al­
though it will be hard at their young ages for Liam and Hayden to 
realize the importance of their Grandpa Michael's new job as a 
Nevada Supreme Court Justice, I know that some day they too will 
come to understand and admire the remarkable achievements and 
the Solomonic wisdom of their grandfather, dressed in his long, 
black robes, sitting as one of seven of the finest legal minds the 
State of Nevada has ever known. 

And although this is a day of recognition, and a time to celebrate 
my father's new office, and to honor him for all that he has 
achieved as an attorney, a district judge, and now a Supreme Court 
Justice, there is one person here today who shares the credit for 
each and every success, and who has been there for him, and for 
us, at every step of the way-my grandmother Naomi Cherry, a re­
markable woman who worked tirelessly in her own career and as 
a mother to see that her oldest son had every opportunity in life, 
including the ability to attend Washington University Law School 
in St. Louis, Missouri, where my father earned his law degree and 
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set out on the path that led him to this day and to a seat on 
Nevada's highest court. No one is prouder today than she is of 
what her little boy has gone on to achieve, and we are all so de­
lighted that she could be here to watch as he dons the robes of a 
Supreme Court Justice and begins a whole new chapter in what has 
already been a remarkable life story. 

Indeed, it was my grandmother who instilled in my father a rock 
solid sense of right and wrong, a strong passion for helping those 
in need, and a dedication to community service that has been a 
part of my father's life for as long as I can remember. And the 
families of Nevada can also thank my grandmother for having the 
courage and the foresight to choose the Silver State as her new 
home for her family more than three decades ago when she left 
St. Louis for a new life in Las Vegas and convinced my father and 
mother to make Nevada their new home as well. 

It was as a public defender that my dad began his legal career in 
Nevada, and with his election to the state supreme court, he is 
again rededicating himself to serving the public good and the fam­
ilies of our state, despite the many personal and professional 
sacrifices required of someone who has dedicated his life to the 
legal profession, first as an attorney, and later as a member of the 
judiciary. 

We are also blessed to be joined today by other members of our 
family, loved ones and friends, old and new, who have joined us 
here in the state capital to cheer as Michael Allan Cherry is sworn 
in as one of Nevada's newest Supreme Court Justices. This diverse 
array is a testament to my father's remarkable character, and to­
gether we all share in his well-deserved sense of pride in being 
elected by the people of Nevada, and we thank all those who have 
placed their trust in him once again. I can assure you, they will not 
be disappointed in their choice for Supreme Court Justice, and in 
return for their support this past November, they will have a cham­
pion in Carson City dedicated to the laws of our state, to fairness 
on the bench, equal treatment for all, and an unfailing commitment 
to helping preserve and protect the Constitutions of Nevada and of 
the United States of America. 

I speak for all the members of my family, and all those who 
came to share this remarkable moment with us, when I say to my 
dad, we are all so proud of you and so fortunate to have in you 
someone we can all admire, whom we can trust with our very lives 
and who never fails to give back in return all the love and caring 
that he receives from those lucky enough to call him father, son, 
nephew, grandpa, friend, and colleague. Together we know that 
you will make us proud every single day that you serve as a mem­
ber of the Nevada Supreme Court. 

And to all the other justices here today, to your families and 
friends, congratulations, and may you too remember and cherish 
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this wonderful moment for many, many years to come. Thank 
you. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MAUPIN: 

As you've just seen and as you are about to see a little later in 
the program, there's nothing more lovely in life than the love of a 
child and the respect and admiration of a child for a parent, but 
also for a mother to see her son ascend to the highest office of the 
judicial branch of our state. 

Our second speaker will be Robert Grossman. He's an attorney, 
received his juris doctor degree at the University of Florida, and 
received his masters in taxation from New York University. He's a 
member of the state bars of Florida, Washington, D. C., Maryland, 
Virginia, and Nevada-evidently a lover of bar examinations. It's 
also good to know that he is a former IRS Senior Trial Attorney 
with the Office of the Chief Counsel, Tax Court Litigation Divi­
sion, Trial Branch in Washington, D.C. He's had his own private 
practice for the last 36 years. He and his wife, Carol, moved to 
Nevada in 1998 and have become great friends with Sheryl and 
Michael. Mr. Grossman, if you would please step forward. 

ROBERT GROSSMAN: 

Justices of the Supreme Court, Judges, Judge Pro, Senator 
Bryan, Judge Hardcastle, Judges, elected officials, and all friends 
and family. I was profoundly touched and honored when Judge 
Cherry asked me to speak to you on this auspicious occasion. 
Being cautious, I asked Michael what he wanted me to say, or if 
there was anything he would prefer I not say. It's been my experi­
ence that few public figures would turn their back on the opportu­
nity that I gave Michael to add in his two cents. In response to my 
inquiry, he told me only one thing, "Just speak from your heart." 
That says more about Michael Cherry than I ever could say. 

I have not known Michael for as long as some of you. But you 
don't need to know Michael for very long to appreciate his enor­
mous charm, good common sense, and love of his fellow man, 
woman, and a big bowl of pasta. I, like those of you who have had 
the privilege of knowing him for decades, have come to respect and 
admire Michael as a most sensitive, caring, and compassionate 
human being. 

Michael has been honored with almost every public service 
award this state has to offer. For decades, Michael has been active 
in various civic and charitable endeavors. It would take more time 
than I have to just read his impressive list of accomplishments and 
public service awards. 

Above all this, one thing that really stands out to me is that even 
though he was not an incumbent, no one challenged him when he 
ran for the Nevada Supreme Court. That speaks volumes about the 
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respect he has earned from both his professional peers and all of 
the citizens of our great state. 

In a sense, Michael was elected by public acclamation, carrying 
every county and gaining a greater percentage of votes in our last 
election than any other candidate who ran for statewide office. 
Michael's reputation for fairness, decency, and honesty is well de­
served, unparalleled, and obviously a matter upon which the elec­
torate took judicial notice in the November 2006 election. 

Michael is a native of St. Louis, Missouri. He received his un­
dergraduate degree from the University of Missouri in Columbia 
and his juris doctor degree from Washington University School of 
Law in St. Louis. He was a former partner in the firms of Manos 
and Cherry and Cherry, Bailus, and Kelesis. He has been admitted 
to practice law in Nevada since 1970. 

Michael was an exceptional trial attorney and a solid favorite 
with female jurors, at least according to what he tells me. He says 
he was more at home in the courtroom than the bedroom, proving 
there's truth in the adage that the law is, in fact, a most jealous 
mistress. Michael served as an alternate municipal judge for the 
cities of Las Vegas and Henderson and as Justice of the Peace Pro 
Tern. He was a Small Claims Referee for Clark County. He's 
been an instructor for the University of Phoenix since 1994, teach­
ing business law and history. Michael says he takes great pride and 
joy in working with younger people. This is most fortunate for him 
because, at his age, there's lots of younger people. 

In 1981, Michael was named as Special Master in the MGM 
Grand Hotel fire litigation. In 1983, he was named Special Mas­
ter in the Las Vegas Hilton fire litigation. As Special Master, 
Judge Cherry served as liaison between plaintiffs' attorneys, de­
fense attorneys, and the court in multimillion dollar cases. His 
work as Special Master gained him nationwide recognition, and the 
procedures he established are now routinely used in mass disaster 
litigation throughout the United States. 

In 1997, based on his 28 years of experience in public and 
private practice in Nevada, Judge Cherry was chosen to head 
up the newly created Special Public Defender's Office where 
he oversaw a staff of six attorneys and dozens of life and death 
(capital penalty) cases. He served in this capacity until he took 
the bench in Department 17 of our Eighth Judicial District on 
January 4, 1999. 

As you can see, his experience and accomplishments are exten­
sive, diverse, and will serve him well in his new position as an As­
sociate Justice of our Supreme Court. Kipling wrote that great men 
can ''walk with Kings and never lose the common touch.'' Michael 
Cherry personifies this attribute. 

Contrary to what you might think in light of what I have just 
said, and what David has said, regarding all he's achieved, 
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Michael's life has not been a succession of uninterrupted suc­
cesses. He, like all of us, has known both success and failure. To 
quote Douglas MacArthur, Michael has always been strong enough 
to know when he was weak and brave enough to face himself when 
he was afraid. He has been proud and unbending in defeat, yet 
humble and gentle in victory. 

Michael was raised in a small, closely knit family in modest cir­
cumstance by his mother Naomi. She had to work hard to provide 
for her sons. Naomi Cherry is here today to celebrate her son's 
finest hour with Michael and their family. By example, Naomi pro­
vided him with a wonderful role model for the virtues of hard work 
and perseverance. Michael has accomplished great deeds by ap­
plying what his mother taught him and by using his backbone, 
rather than his wishbone. He has faced the stress and spur of great 
difficulties and challenges. This is where he learned to stand up in 
the storm. This is where he learned compassion for those who fail 
and those who may not have had it as easy as others or their peers. 
How many mothers are blessed to be alive and able to call their 
progeny "Mr. Justice"? 

Michael knows the hard work, discipline, personal sacrifice, and 
dedication it takes to achieve greatness. More importantly, he 
walks the walk. His list of achievements is dizzying, yet he remains 
accessible to all those who seek his counsel, wisdom, assistance, 
warmth, and friendship or those who just want a quick kibbutz. Sit 
next to Michael and Terry Raben at a UNLV Rebels basketball 
game sometime-you'll see exactly what I mean. 

The people of this amazing State of Nevada, which I am proud 
to call my adopted home, will have a most precious resource on the 
bench when Justice-elect Cherry takes his position as one of seven. 
If past performance is any indication, Michael will act as a con­
sensus builder and leader on a high court where he will meld and 
mete out justice with compassion. 

It's only natural for us in the general public to wonder about 
what makes someone like Michael, who has accomplished so very 
much, decide at this point in his life to seek public office. For me, 
this is particularly true when that public office is accompanied by 
such a high profile. As we know from recent experience, there is 
great public skepticism and cynicism about public servants, who 
many in the press and general public call ambitious, using that 
term in its most negative sense. When I look at Justice Cherry, I 
am reminded of what Marc Antony said at Caesar's funeral re­
garding the charge of ambition. According to Shakespeare, Antony 
answered Brutus' charge that Caesar was overly ambitious by 
pointing out that ''when the poor hath cried, Caesar hath wept. 

' Ambition should be made of sterner stuff." The ambition and en­
thusiasm for public service Judge Cherry has exhibited throughout 
his life is clearly not founded on any desire for personal privilege, 
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power, or material reward. Rather, it honestly reflects Michael's 
desire to do the public good with his life and walk the proper walk. 
Michael Cherry's compassion for human beings, regardless of 
their status, origin, gender, political or religious preference, is pro­
found and genuine. I'd be happy and honored any day to plead my 
client's case before such a judge. 

I am very happy to call Michael my friend and colleague. I 
know that with his elevation to the high court, the people of this 
state can have confidence their disputes will be resolved with fair­
ness, compassion, and humanity in equal parts. It is clearly a 
privilege for Carol and me to celebrate with Michael and his fam­
ily his investiture to this highest of courts and his receipt of this 
grandest of honors. Service on our high court is such a remarkable 
and fitting way for Michael to cap off his illustrious legal career. 

I sincerely thank Michael for bestowing upon me the privilege of 
introducing him today. I may lack in diction of speech or poetry of 
words, but I do not lack in enthusiasm for my friend and profes­
sional colleague nor in my firm conviction that Michael will jus­
tify the high confidence in him expressed by the electorate in the 
last election. To each of you, I wish a happy, prosperous, and 
healthy 2007. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MAUPIN: 

Judge Cherry, would you please step forward for the oath of of­
fice. Sheryl, would you kindly join us. (Chief Justice Maupin ad­
ministered the oath of office to Justice Cherry.) 

What a moment. You have been duly installed, and now it is 
time for the robing. And at this time, Meryl Thornton, Naomi 
Cherry, David Cherry, and Sheryl Kogan will robe Justice Michael 
Cherry. Ladies and gentlemen, it is my pleasure to introduce to 
you for the first time, Justice Michael A. Cherry. 

JUSTICE CHERRY: 

Happy New Year and God bless all of you for being here. I'm 
sure that right now there's a bunch of law professors from Wash­
ington University Law School in St. Louis who are turning over in 
their graves and saying, "They elected him to be what?" 

All kidding aside, I feel extremely humbled to be permitted 
to become a Justice for our Supreme Court and our great State of 
Nevada. Let me thank all of you for being here today to watch this 
marvelous investiture procedure, and the Chief Justice-we go 
back a long way. In fact, I reminded him that at one time I was his 
boss, and I took him to his first murder trial, which, of course, he 
won, and he always talks about this-I think he refers to himself as 
an angry young man who became a public defender. Well, he was 
swell, let me tell you. I saw a real talent with him from the day he 
walked into the Public Defender's Office, and I knew that it was 
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just a matter of time before he became a great trial attorney, which 
he did, and then became a district court judge, and then, of course, 
left us to come up here. And I knew someday that maybe I'd like 
to be with him. But, Bill Maupin and I have been friends for a 
long, long time, and this state is really privileged to have a Chief 
Justice like Bill Maupin, and I thank you, Bill, for being here today 
to do this installation. 

Phil Pro is in the audience, and Bill and Phil and I were all pub­
lic defenders together. Phil and I used to try cases, and they'd call 
us Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid. Now you can decide 
who's Butch Cassidy and who's the Sundance Kid. 

In 1981, I got a call from then-United States Magistrate Phil 
Pro, and he said, "Hey Mike, do you want to get involved in the 
MGM fire case?" And probably that was the turning point in my 
career, and I told Phil today, first of all I'm so happy to see him 
here, and secondly is that was a career maker for me. Getting in­
volved in mass tort litigation because I was well known as a crim­
inal lawyer and did, you know, capital cases and all kinds of crim­
inal cases, including illegal left turns and prostitution, but that got 
me involved in mass tort litigation. And both of us had a mentor 
who I wish could be here today, Louis Bechtel, who taught us 
about how to do big cases, and who said that big cases have to be 
settled because they have to be settled. We learned a lot in the 
MGM fire litigation, Phil and I. Of course, he went on to bigger 
and better things, like my opponent Jim Mahan. They became life­
tenured federal judges, and God bless both of them. 

I want to thank Janette Bloom and Karen Baggett and David Al­
bert and the Chief Justice, because when Mark Gibbons and I 
drove up here on Friday, I had some stuff to put in the office, very 
little because my car really held mostly my clothes. So Mark said 
let's go over to the court and you'll put your stuff in my office be­
cause we weren't sure if Chief Justice Rose had moved out or not 
yet. So I come upstairs and-actually when we pulled in the 
garage-he said that Bill Maupin's car is here, he's probably out of 
town and will be in later. And I go upstairs, and we started putting 
stuff in Mark's office, and I noticed Bill's door was open, so I 
went in, and I said to Mark, Bill's briefcase is here. So then I see 
that Bob Rose's office is open and there's Janette, and there's 
David and Karen and the Chief Justice, and they're shining the 
place up and working, and I said what a crew! Look what I got 
here! This is incredible. Holy cow, Janette! But I was elated, and 
they said that they just wanted everybody to walk in today to that 
office and say wow. Now you have to know that they had already 
finished Nancy's office, but they had done a great job, so I can't 
thank you guys enough. 

These folks up here-Jim Hardesty, I was lucky enough with Jim 
and Jerry. We went to judges school together because we were all 
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in the class of April 1999 at the Nevada Judicial College, and Jim 
and Jerry were called the clean underwear kids because they lived 
in Reno and the rest of us lived in hotels and the University Inn. 
But I got to know Jim very well and Jerry very well and really de­
veloped quite a great love affair with the Hardesty family, so I'm 
very lucky to be able to serve with Jim. Now, I served with 
Ron Parraguirre and Mike Douglas and Mark Gibbons on the 
Eighth Judicial District Court, and these are three of my favorite, 
favorite people, and actually Mark is the one who drove me up 
here Thursday. He let me drive half the way and then I didn't know 
where to go from there, so Mark taught me how to get here, and 
he also furnished the Bible today because, as much as I packed, I 
forgot a Bible, so thank you Mark and Sandy for letting me use the 
Gibbons Bible. Well, I think I mentioned everybody. That's Bill 
Maupin, and that's Jim Hardesty, Ron Parraguirre, Michael 
Douglas, and Mark Gibbons, and then it's going to be Michael 
Cherry, and then there's-oh, of course, Justice-elect Saitta. Nancy 
and I were sworn in together in 1999-1 think at Cashman Field­
the Cashman Auditorium is where we got sworn in, and we've de­
veloped a fast, great relationship. Nancy and I and Gary Redmon 
and then Alan Earl were on the fourth floor of the courthouse, and 
we became known as the "Fourth Floor Mafia." I just saw some­
thing in this gal, this woman, this jurist, this wonderful, wonder­
ful person that just was a real turn-on for me, and Joe has allowed 
me to share her professional life with her. We decided that we were 
going to get involved in construction defect, and along with Alan 
Earl, I think we made a lot of history in this state. And thanks to 
the supreme court, they let us keep that history, and that's been a 
big deal here-construction defect in this state, especially in south­
ern Nevada, and now you're going to see it up here too. It's been 
great working with Nancy, and then here we are together. They 
also called us the "Holy Trinity"-the three of us, and they also 
called us a lot of profane names. But the way we kept our sense of 
humor, is we sort of named ourselves after that movie Shrek. They 
called me Shrek because I was the ogre; she was the princess, and 
the princess was really an ogre; and then there was Alan Earl, who 
was the donkey. Those of you who know Alan-he did not really 
like that. 

Now just know that I'm following in the footsteps-and a lot of 
people think when you follow in the footsteps of a man like Bob 
Rose that you not only get his office, but you get his position. I 
don't, even though at the Governor's inauguration today, they 
started to refer to me as Chief Justice. I thought that was good. I 
am, by the way, the oldest one on the court at 62, so they are going 
to have to behave themselves. But imagine following in the foot­
steps of a fellow like Bob Rose. I met him when he was Lieutenant 
Governor under Mike O'Callaghan, and then he ran for Governor, 
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and then he was a district court judge, and then for 18 years he's 
been up here as a Supreme Court Justice. Bill said he was three 
times Chief Justice, so what big shoes I have to follow in, and I 
only hope I'm one-tenth the Justice that you've been Bob. And I 
thank you for all the things you've said about me and the confi­
dence you've placed in me, and I love Joleen, and you're great. 
Thank you so much for just being a friend. 

I've got my staff. You've already heard their names, but I want 
to just mention that I was smart enough-well, for all these years 
I had Ileen, eight years, like an office wife who, you know, took 
care of me and made sure I didn't get in trouble-no hostile work 
charges or anything like that, in the Eighth Judicial District. Al­
though as Special Public Defender, you know, I took those main­
tenance men upstairs and four of them that I carried upstairs-one 
by the collar, which was not true, but I was accused of that. But I 
had Ileen for eight years, and now she's going to be a Judicial Ex­
ecutive Assistant for Elizabeth Halverson, District Court Judge, 
Department 23. But Ileen's been wonderful for me for eight years, 
and it's been a great relationship with Ileen. She did a magnificent 
invocation, and her husband Randy is the one who invented the 
Cherry lollypops that made me such a hero in the campaigns. 

My new staff-Kathleen Swain-I was smart enough to keep 
Bob Rose's legal assistant there because she's dynamite, and good 
luck to you. I also kept his law clerk, Todd Reese, and then I 
brought Phil Trenchak up from Las Vegas, and then Eliot is going 
to join us in February. Then I got a gal, Beth, who is going to 
come and join me in September after she graduates, and a lady 
named Eva Segerbloom is going to come up, so I'm already lined 
up, and I'm just thrilled that I could find people who were willing, 
number one, to hook their wagon to my star and also come to Car­
son City, and it's really nice to have this staff. 

I want to thank Bob, and thank God you had some humor in it 
because I was crying like a baby when David was speaking. And, 
of course, to have your mother here is really something and, of 
course, Meryl and my son-in-law Mark who get very little atten­
tion because of Liam and Hayden, but I love all of them. Sheryl's 
been with me for a long time and planned a lot of events up here 
and did a wonderful job, and Mark Gibbons said make sure you 
acknowledge Sheryl. Thank you Mark and Sandy-I did. Governor 
Bryan's in the audience, and my first race in 1998 he used to come 
home from the Senate, and we'd walk on the treadmill together. He 
taught me there's two ways to run: scared, which I did in 1998, 
and then unopposed in 2002 and 2006. So Richard, I do want to 
thank you. 

I want to thank all the folks who came down and joined us at 
Bliss Mansion. Sandy and Mark Gibbons told me that it was a 
great place to have some events, and it's been wonderful. I'm now 
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going to be a northern Nevadan. I'm closing on a house today-I 
hope. I mean, I closed; I hope the seller closes. But I'm walking 
distance from the court, and Mark Gibbons and Bill Maupin said 
I could go back to Las Vegas once in awhile and visit my cat and 
get my mail, but I'm really excited about being a member of this 
community and being a member of the whole Washoe Valley. I love 
Minden. I tried a murder case in Minden for three weeks, and the 
fellow is still on death row. It was reversed when I tried it. I prom­
ised Nancy I would be real brief so that her folks would have a 
chance to speak, and I again just want to thank you, and I can't tell 
you how proud I am to be a member of this court. You know, I 
know all these folks, and I'm just so proud and so happy to be able 
to do this. I've been in this community for 36 years. My mother 
moved here in 1968. I followed in 1970. Meryl was six months 
old, and I produced a native Nevadan, and you heard him, and I 
don't think I have to say anything else, but anybody who worked 
with Harry Reid and then Shelley Berkley, you know, has to be 
good, so David, I love you, love everybody here. Thank you all for 
coming from far and wide, whether it be from Nashville, Ten­
nessee-Jimmy Blumberg-or Toni Kern from L.A., or the rest of 
you, and I want to thank you. God bless all of you and happy new 
year, and Nancy, it's all yours. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MAUPIN: 

Judge Cherry, please join your colleagues on the bench. Let me 
take a moment again of the privilege of this office. I must say 
Michael, in a contested election, you would have found out how to 
drive from Hawthorne to Reno. Just a couple of points. When I 
was a young public defender and I joined the office, I found the 
Chief Public Defender was Michael Cherry. Tom Beatty was the 
assistant, Joe Bonaventure was another chief deputy. And let me 
tell you what a wonderful experience it was to be part of that team 
and to learn from them-all of us young lawyers trying to learn 
how to be lawyers, and we learned together. We learned the im­
portance of the people and the ordeals that they go through when 
they are confronted with the justice system itself. And he's too 
modest. He was the MGM Hilton Special Master, and he worked 
with then-Magistrate Pro and then Federal Judge Lewis Bechtel, 
and that team pioneered mass disaster litigation in this country. A 
lot of people don't know that. The MGM fire litigation was the 
most complex piece of personal injury litigation in the history of 
the United States, and it took several years to settle it. And no less 
of a lawyer than Rex Jemison, the greatest appellate lawyer I think 
in the history of this state, said it was a case that the legal re­
sources of this country could not try, and so they together managed 
the litigation and brought it to a conclusion. A little bit of rough 
cut justice, but justice nonetheless, and every lawyer came out of 
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that case changed and with a different sense of respect for the legal 
system. 

There's an important component in this investiture of Judge 
Cherry and that's outgoing Chief Justice Bob Rose. Like Justice 
Rose-make no mistake about it-first, last, and always, Justice 
Michael Cherry, as a lawyer and as a judge, has been a tenacious 
pursuer of justice, but justice tempered with mercy and good sense, 
and so I take this opportunity to thank you, Bob, again, for your 
service to our state, and I think we have a continuum in this new 
justice. Ladies and gentlemen, one last round of applause for Jus­
tice Rose. 

INVESTITURE OF JUSTICE NANCY M. SAITTA 

CHIEF JUSTICE MAUPIN: 

And now we will proceed to the investiture of Judge Nancy M. 
Saitta. Our first speaker will be Laura FitzSimmons. Laura 
FitzSimmons came to Nevada in January 1981 as a law clerk for 
Justice Charles Springer. She remained at the court for another 
year and a half as a staff attorney. After leaving the court, she spe­
cialized in criminal defense and appellate practice, arguing over 50 
appeals to the Nevada Supreme Court. Ms. FitzSimmons served on 
the Judicial Selection Commission for eight years and was a board 
member of the Nevada Law Foundation and Nevada Trial Lawyers 
Association. Laura is married to John Lambrose, a Federal Public 
Defender. They have two children: Margaret, a first-year student at 
the Boyd School of Law; and Michael, a freshman at Lewis and 
Clark University. Laura has been a lifelong champion of people in 
need. Let me say that many lawyers labor in the fields largely un­
noticed by the public eye. Laura may be one of those lawyers, but 
she proudly and rightly wears the mantle of attorney and counselor 
at law. Laura, if you'd come up and say a few words for Judge 
Saitta. 

LAURA FITZSIMMONS: 

Good afternoon. I have to tell you it seems a little surreal to 
have my back turned to the members of the court and to not be 
frantically counting votes. Twenty-six years ago today, I attended 
my first investiture of the Nevada Supreme Court, and I stood way 
in the back as Justice Springer, for whom I would clerk, was 
sworn in. After the investiture, I was shown the small court cubi­
cle in the old courthouse, which was to be my office, and I was 
told that one of its prior inhabitants had been Rose Bird, who had 
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served as the first female law clerk at the Nevada Supreme Court. 
Rose Bird was later appointed in 1977 Chief Justice of the Cali­
fornia Supreme Court. 

After I saw my tiny office, I met my fellow law clerks. Half of 
them were women. None of us back then believed we would live 
to see a woman invested to the Nevada Supreme Court. We had no 
idea how rapidly this state would grow and how quickly change 
would come. 

I was immediately handed a huge stack of briefs and told that I 
needed to prepare five bench memos for the following week's ar­
guments. Since I had spent most of my law school on the beach in 
Malibu, I had absolutely no idea what to do. But immediately, the 
seasoned law clerk and the staff attorneys just jumped in and of­
fered to help. Each Justice took me to lunch and gave me advice. 
And very quickly, I realized that the work of this court is pro­
foundly important and that working at the court would be one of 
the most gratifying experiences of my life. 

Twenty-six years ago today, Chief Justice Maupin, Justices 
Hardesty, Gibbons, and Cherry, were all prominent Nevada 
lawyers. Justice Parraguirre was a fourth-generation Nevadan, who 
by my calculations was applying to law school. And Justice 
Michael Douglas was practicing law in Philadelphia. Twenty-six 
years ago today, Nancy Saitta was living outside of Detroit, Michi­
gan. She was a single mother. She was working as a waitress, and 
she was attending community college. Seven different roads have 
brought each of these Justices to this court, but at that point in 
time, no one could have imagined that the road which Justice 
Saitta was traveling would have brought her here. 

On a recent Friday evening, I accompanied Nancy Saitta as 
Janette Bloom gave her a tour of the Supreme Court Building. Ms. 
Bloom has been the .Clerk of the Nevada Supreme Court for almost 
20 years, and her devotion to the court and to its mission is one of 
its greatest strengths. Ms. Bloom walked us through the robing 
room, and we emerged behind those doors and behind the justices' 
bench. We were silent, but the expression on Nancy's face said it 
all. She was awed by what she had accomplished, and she was 
humbled by the trust that had been put in her by the Nevada vot­
ers. And she knew she was exactly where she belonged. She be­
longs here because she has excelled at every challenge she has un­
dertaken in her life. She belongs here because she is married to Joe 
Saitta, whose strength and devotion have enabled her to live her 
life fully. 

Nancy came to Nevada in 1990 when Joe Saitta was appointed 
Special Agent in Charge of the United States Secret Service for 
Nevada. Joe Saitta spent his life, his professional life, protecting 
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our presidents and our freedom. Nancy Saitta has spent much of 
her life protecting our children. And for the last ten years, she has 
protected the rights of Nevadans as a judge. 

Each of the members of this court have served as trial judges. 
And each made the decision to serve on this court in order to im­
prove the state's judicial system. This court is fully capable of 
meeting the challenges it faces. It is a young, and it is a vibrant 
court. 

The most senior member of this court is Chief Justice Maupin, 
who was invested just ten years ago. Justice Gibbons joined the 
Court in 2003; Justice Douglas joined the Court in 2004, Justices 
Hardesty and Parraguirre were sworn in just two years ago. Nancy 
Saitta spoke at Justice Parraguirre's investiture, and today she joins 
on the court her friend and colleague Michael Cherry. Each mem­
ber of this court brings a unique personal and professional per­
spective that will aid the court in rendering balanced and deliBer­
ative decisions. 

This is a time of unprecedented opportunity for the court. The 
court has established a panel to address the many significant issues 
that need to be approached from a new perspective to assure that 
all Nevadans have equal access to justice. Implicit in that mandate 
is an understanding that the judicial processes of this state need to 
be further insulated from its political processes. And this is a very 
important undertaking. 

Recently, members of this court have devoted time and effort to 
clarify issues of law that have become muddled over the many 
decades. For too long, lawyers in this state have joked that no mat­
ter what side of a legal issue they find themselves and their clients 
on, they can find at least three Nevada Supreme Court decisions 
that will tell them they are absolutely right. Those days, thankfully, 
appear to be coming to an end. It will take many years of hard 
work for the members of this court to untangle decades of incon­
sistent jurisprudence, but it is well worth the effort. If the law is 
clear, disputes can be resolved quickly, which will save resources 
for the litigants and save the public money. 

Legal historians that have examined appellate courts have rec­
ognized that no matter how intelligent and dedicated the individual 
members of an appellate court may be, an appellate court is most 
effective, and its decisions are most enduring, when there is an ab­
sence of personal acrimony among the justices. At the same time, 
they recognized that the most vibrant courts issue opinions which 
often have very fervent dissents. Each of the members of this 
court will strongly disagree from time to time with their col­
leagues on matters of real significance to the law and to the peo­
ple of Nevada. And it's a unique institution because that disagree-
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ment will be articulated publicly in a written decision, which as 
the Governor indicated, will last for decades. The challenge, which 
this court can meet, is to recognize that their debate is undertaken 
for the greater good, and not for personal supremacy. 

Twenty-six years ago today, I first heard the phrase "the Court 
family." And that phrase resonates now, as each of us has con­
cluded the holidays with our own families. We know that a func­
tioning family can have members that can disagree during the day 
about sports, or politics, or whose in-laws are weirder and still sit 
down in the evening together and share comfort and sustenance. 

Nancy Saitta has spent much of her life nurturing her own fam­
ily and creating families for adopted children. Those who know her 
well, know that her sense of kinship is limitless. She has the abil­
ity to connect with people because she truly, truly cares about 
them, and she is a pleasure to be with. The Court family will be 
enhanced by her grace, and her humor, and her willingness to lis­
ten, and the people of the State of Nevada will be well served by 
her intelligence, her humanity, and her sense of justice. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MAUPIN: 

Thank you very much, Laura. Our second speaker on behalf of 
Justice-elect Saitta will be Michael Swink. Michael is the oldest 
son of Justice-elect Saitta. He is married to Jennifer, and the father 
of Jayden and Bella. Michael, along with his sister, Ann-Marie, 
went to law school with Justice-elect Saitta as kids and additionally 
bore the burden of a young mother going to law school, working 
and trying to be their mom. Because of their support, she believes 
they share in her law degree. In addition to his "real" job as a 
pharmaceutical representative, Michael is also an accomplished 
musician and builder and, believe me, to have been there when it 
all started, you have my great admiration. 

MICHAEL SWINK: 

Thank you. Congratulations to everyone today. What a great day, 
and what a great accomplishment for everybody. I mean, who 
would have thought my mom has gotten where she is now. I mean, 
36 years ago I was lucky enough to meet her. Now, what I mean 
by that is she's my mom. And 36 years ago, whether she knows it 
or not, or I even knew it at that time, she taught me the best thing 
about an impossibility in that something is possible. In order to 
have an impossibility, something needs to be possible. 

What she overcame was amazing. A single mom, two kids, 
community college-community college wasn't up the street; it was 
about a half hour, forty-five, two hours away maybe. So it was hard 
work and required commitment and compassion and with that she 
showed me that not only is it possible, but it's really possible to do 
it the right way. 
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My mom has done things for everyone all the time. She is full 
of compassion; she is full of passion and integrity; her work ethic, 
unmatched. She is truly my rock, whether I've said it enough or 
not. She's truly my rock, and she's truly, I think, a rock to each 
and every one of the kids and to Joe. She gives and gives and gives 
and gives, and then thinks about herself, and she's shown that with 
her work with children. My kids-they can't get enough of Mimi 
Nancy. They think she's the greatest thing in the world, and I 
would have to agree with that. She is why I became a successful 
musician, working in the music industry, because somebody said, 
''well, that's impossible.'' Well, is it? Not really. When I was told 
as a small child, "don't expect a whole lot from life. He's not the 
brightest kid in the world. Don't expect too much from him," she 
took me aside and said, "you know, that's not true. It's possible." 
After a few marriages, I took her aside. After meeting Joe, I said 
to her, I said, "Mom, it is possible." There you go. 

For me, she was really an inspiration. I still remember to this 
day her telling me to get in the game and make a difference. So 
many times people don't make a difference. They don't even get 
into the game, so they don't even know how to play. She told me 
to "get in the game, and do your best, and you will succeed.'' 
And, you know, she was right. 

I'm lucky enough to have two of the best children in the entire 
world. They mean the world to me. And she taught me how to be 
that special parent. It was hard. It was a long journey for her to get 
to where she is, and I can't tell you how proud I am of her. 

So, when somebody tells you something's impossible, think 
about it for a minute. Think of me standing up here, talking about 
my mom. It is possible. So, I could ramble, but Mom, I'm so 
super proud of you. I'm so lucky to have you as my mom. My kids 
are so lucky to have you as their Mimi. All the kids are lucky to 
have you. Everybody that you touch I think is really touched for 
something special. And the only thing I can say to you guys is 
good luck. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MAUPIN: 

Well, gentlemen, we have been warned by an unimpeachable 
source. Our third speaker will be Susan Lucas. Ms. Lucas is a 
marketing consultant and active co-chair of the Nevada Adoption 
Exchange. She was V ice President and General Manager of 
KV VU-TV in Las Vegas. She has served in the same capacity for 
Sinclair Broadcasting in Raleigh, North Carolina, and Cox Broad­
casting in New Orleans. She is married to Tom Lucas, a real es­
tate investor in Las Vegas. They have a son, Josh, who works for 
Red Bull in Los Angeles, and Ms. Lucas is a good friend, and she 
is Justice-elect Saitta's campaign manager. Susan, if you would 
step forward please. 
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SUSAN LUCAS: 

Thank you. I first met Nancy several years ago when a mutual 
friend took me back into her chambers and had decided that the 
two of us had a lot of similarities and we could become good 
friends. Well, he was right. We found out over lunch that we both 
had a high level of energy, really strange sense of humor, and a 
fierce passion for the things we believed in. 

Soon after, Nancy invited me to be on the Board of the Adoption 
Exchange, of which she's the founding Chairwoman. The Adoption 
Exchange is an organization throughout the State of Nevada that 
helps find what we call Forever Families, for children who are cur­
rently in foster care and eligible for adoption. And we do this by 
creating a resource and helping people who would like to become 
adoptive parents through the red tape involved, and we have a ter­
rific track record in southern Nevada. So, mark your calendars, 
right now, February 24, in the Four Seasons, Las Vegas, will be 
the second annual monopoly event as a benefit for the Adoption 
Exchange. 

Anyway, last spring, my friend was weighing her desire to run 
for this prestigious court versus the comfort of staying in her dis­
trict court job, working with construction defect professionals, 
criminals, different groups of people, and weighing serious legal 
matters. She was working with a group, an office, which worked 
like a well-oiled machine, thanks to Cecilia, and Cliff, and her 
staff. She was down the road from Judge Cherry, who used to give 
her a lot of grief and a lot of fun everyday. And she and Joe just 
built a new house they loved. The kids and the grandkids were 
right down the road. What a great life. So, I decided to weigh in, 
and I sent her an e-mail. I said, "Nancy, you have one more race 
in you. You're a big old law geek. You love law. You would love 
this opportunity. And the people of Nevada deserve you.'' And I 
concluded by saying, "And I'll be there with you." 

Well, those of you who know Nancy have pity for that statement 
right now because you know what I got myself in for. Because I 
thought I was a semi-retired television executive, and in fairly 
short order, I became a commercial producer; a travel agent, or 
travel companion; and also a campaign "managerrrrr," as she 
used to call me. I don't think she liked the bossy side of me. I 
know I was a travel agent because as I was flying in this morning, 
the sun was rising in the east, and I said, "Oh, Fernley looks 
lovely this morning." You're going to find out where Fernley is 
Michael. We had some fun in Fernley. 

But for those of you who don't know Nancy or are just getting 
to know her, she's an elephant. Anything that you tell this woman 
she will never forget, and she will hold you to it. I'm kidding. 
Every minute of the last eight months was unbelievably fun. And 
I can't, I never eight months ago, even dared to imagine this scene 
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we're in right now. We started off on an adventure, and we made 
it. 

But today, I really want to focus on a couple of other things. Be­
cause I have represented in the campaign the layperson-I'm not a 
lawyer-and I also would frequently quote what we call, "Joe Bag 
of Donuts." We referred, lovingly, to the Nevada everyman as "Joe 
Bag of Donuts.'' And when we would talk about an issue or some­
thing, I'd say, "'Joe Bag of Donuts' doesn't have any idea what 
you're talking about, and these are the people who are going to 
elect you to the court. We need to address their concerns.'' So, I 
want you to remember, Nancy, all of our trips through the state and 
all the people we talked to, and all the candy, and lollipops, and 
donuts, and bracelets we gave out. And I want to remind you of 
three issues that " Joe Bag of Donuts" wanted you to remember. 
The first is Nevada "Joe Bag of Donuts" will likely never see the 
inside of a courtroom. Like on Law and Order, he expects justice 
and truth to come out in an hour or hopefully before he falls 
asleep. In Nevada, it takes years for justice to happen. "Joe Bag of 
Donuts'' asked in almost every stop how did Nancy feel about an 
appellate court. We were amazed. Their knowledge of the law was 
really limited, but they would always ask, ''How do you feel about 
an appellate court?" I don't know the answer; "Joe Bag of 
Donuts" doesn't know the answer, but they would really like you 
and your colleagues on the bench to find out. Nancy, the people of 
Nevada ask for justice. They ask for even, balanced, fair, honest, 
blind justice-just like the statue. But, they want swift justice. See 
if you can help them with that, please. 

The second thing about Nevada and "Joe" and "Jane," they 
don't trust the legal system. It's a closed society. They have special 
education, special language-the games, and wrangling, and 
machinations that go on often behind closed doors. What "Joe" 
doesn't understand, "Joe" doesn't trust. It makes him believe 
that someone has gotten a break or has "juice." 

When we were in Dick Gammick's office, and you were telling 
Dick about your legal philosophies, you visually, as well as ver­
bally, outlined-what I loved, and we used many times when we 
were describing things to people-you said if we carefully, care­
fully look at all the facts of the case, and then we consider the law 
that applies, and we study it long enough, it will mesh and the an­
swer would become apparent. Dick loved it. I wanted to hug her; 
I thought it was wonderful. That's what "Joe Bag of Donuts" 
wants too. The people of Nevada expect the law to protect them, 
their property, their water, their families, and they want this court 
to uphold the laws. 

Finally, I could almost imitate you, I've seen you so many times 
get that patient look on your face and then take a deep breath as 
you explained to yet another voter how the Nevada system of jus-
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tice works, what the Nevada Supreme Court is, and what it means 
to their daily life. "Joe Bag of Donuts" doesn't know who you 
are, most of you. He really doesn't know what you do everyday. 
He reads about it, and he knows you impact his life, but not on a 
regular basis. Our state is growing so quickly, we cannot rely on 
school curriculum to educate our residents. Most of them come 
here, and they know some other state's legal system they learned 
in the eighth grade. They don't learn Nevada. But, Susan's edito­
rial here for a moment, please-the answer to this problem is not 
the Missouri system. The answer to take Nevada "Joe Bag of 
Donuts' " vote for judicial candidates away from him will neither 
create an informed voter, nor will it improve his trust in the 
Nevada legal system. I also don't believe it's going to improve the 
caliber of judges available. For those of you who are serving now, 
you know you didn't take the job for the short hours or for the ex­
orbitant pay. You took it because of your desire to serve and be­
cause of your love of law. 

I propose the answer is information: it's community outreach, 
it's shedding light on closed systems and on the legal machinery 
that affects the lives of all the people of the State of Nevada. The 
more the justices and the court staff travel, talk to people, explain 
issues before the court, the more you meet "Jane" and "Joe Bag 
of Donuts" around our state, the more they will trust you, the 
more they will support you, and the more they will become a par­
ticipant in the voting process that selects our judges. This campaign 
trail that all of you are on, I know how much you love it, is really 
nothing more than meeting and presenting your qualifications to 
those you wish to serve. 

So, Nancy, I want you to remember three things. This is "Jane 
Bag of Donuts" speaking to you now. We'd really like you to speed 
things up. We don't understand years and years of legal mecha­
nizations. We'd like you to apply the law consistently and openly, 
and we want you to get out and meet the great people of this state 
and tell them how you're serving them, and then listen. 

Isn't it amazing what a strong woman and her friends can ac­
complish? Thank you. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MAUPIN: 

And now, Judge Saitta, if you would please step forward for the 
oath of office, and Joe, if you would be so kind as to join us at the 
podium. (Chief Justice Maupin administered the oath of office to 
Justice Saitta.) 

Congratulations. Having been duly installed, the Clerk of the 
Supreme Court, Janette Bloom, will hand you the robe, and you'll 
be robed by Michael Swink, Ann-Marie Luther, Jennifer Bond, 
Timothy Saitta, and Joseph Saitta. Ladies and gentlemen, it is my 
pleasure to introduce you to, for the first time, Justice Nancy 
Saitta. 
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JUSTICE SAITTA: 

Oh my. Chief Justice, and members of the court, to all of the 
very special people who are here, thank you, first and foremost for 
being here and sitting through this rather long ceremony. This is a 
particularly special day for me. It is a day when I look out at my 
friends and my family. My pride runs very deep. We all, I 
believe, feel so many emotions today. Certainly nervousness, relief, 
pride, and great joy with the opportunity to serve the State of 
Nevada. I can honestly tell you that I never, ever in my life could 
have imagined that I would be here. 

My interest in law began with Perry Mason, although I'm much 
younger than Justice Cherry. My interest in law began as what I 
thought would be a means for me to serve fairness and justice. I 
cannot tell you when I first knew that I wanted to be a lawyer, but 
I do know that as long as I can remember I thought the opportu­
nity to go into a courtroom on behalf of others and to show them 
how fair and right our system of justice is would be the greatest 
honor. 

Indeed, when you hear that I believe at least two of my children 
shared my law degree-let me tell you-they were the ones who 
put up with the long hours at the school. And when I wasn't able 
to find a babysitter, unfortunately, they went to law school with me 
and sat right on the bench next to me. They became, instead of just 
two, now according to my son, Michael, when he took me aside 
and told me what I was supposed to do, I got two more kids, Tim 
and Jenny Bonds. I cannot tell you that there is anything greater in 
the world save and except having the love of your family. I have 
been blessed. 

There really are only two people who are not physically here 
with me today with whom I would rather share this moment, but 
I know that my mom and dad are here because that's where I al­
ways carry them. My dad did know about my decision to run in 
this race. He rolled his eyes when I told him that that was going to 
be the next step for me. But it was with a kiss on the cheek, and 
"Okay, Nan, if that's what you want to do, so be it." They're here 
with us all, and the spirit that I will bring to this bench is due in 
large part to the good fortune that I had to have them as parents. 

I have to share with you-I had a nickname in the campaign. 
They called me "P. Donna." For those of you who know a little bit 
about today's musical culture, you know P. Diddy. P. Donna is my 
nickname, which I think appropriately stands for the prima donna. 

However, today is really not about us. It is about all the people 
who brought us here and made this possible, so I want to take just 
my last few moments and thank and recognize so many people 
who did so much for me, to all the special people who had made 
my dream come true. Every single person on my district court staff 
is here today, and that's not an easy thing for folks to get a day off 
from a new boss, and come up north, and be a part of this won-
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derful event, and so I want each and every one of them to stand 
and be recognized. Denise Lopez, Kristen Brown, Walter Cliff 
Clifton, Marcelia Aguilar, and last, but certainly not least, Cecelia 
Aguilar. Would you all please stand. Let me tell you something 
about these people, these are the ones who dealt with me on a 
daily basis for years, and these are the people who've seen the 
good, the bad, and the ugly. But each and every one of them 
brought something very special to my honor to be a district court 
judge. 

Denise Lopez, by far, although she's the newest member of our 
court, brought great sunshine into our courtroom. She's a court 
recorder, and she would walk into our courtroom or into chambers 
always with a beautiful, brilliant, sincere smile on her face. Thank 
you for that sunshine Denise. 

Kristen, Kristen Brown. My court clerk, my right hand in the 
courtroom, who came to me very quietly and rather shy and 
afraid. There's a bit of a reputation that each and every one of us 
as judges have, and Kristen came to me mid-term, and she was 
very quiet, and she very quickly became truly-I hope you know 
this Kristen-my right arm, my person to rely on, and the one who 
always kept that courtroom running in a most efficient manner. 
Thank you Kristen. 

Walter Cliff Clifton. W hat can I say about you Cliff, except that 
you're the brother I always wanted, my dear friend. He was my of­
fice husband. He kept-you know it was an awful thing you did­
he kept all of the Nordstrom's catalogs away from me and often 
pretended to be calling my husband in an effort to curb some of 
my rather rapid spending habits. But Cliff truly is a brother to me 
in heart and soul, and you will always be my brother. 

Marcie, as the office teenager. She got to come in and do some 
clean up work often. She had to put up with me and her mother, 
two similarly difficult women. Marcie, thank you for being, as 
your mom calls you, "Nancy Junior" and for being the charming, 
most favorite teenager that I ever had. 

Last, but certainly not least, my Cecelia. The woman who ran 
my office, who made sure that I fairly balanced my time and my 
attention between the things that she knew were important to me­
the law and the loves of my life, my family. There will never be a 
better assistant than Cecelia. 

There's a few others I want to thank. Sheryl Kogan who put up 
with, not only Justice Cherry, but with me and helped me through­
out my campaign in so many, many ways that I hope you know if 
I fail to say thank you how much a part of my life you two have be­
come. And Sheryl is the campaign spouse of Joe, so it's a very 
nice fit. And Sandy there, way in the back-one of my law clerks, 
an extern from UNLV-she'll be graduating in the spring, who put 
up with me as an extern, and that means you get all of the work 
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and none of the glory, and who continues to put up with me on a 
weekly basis as we see one another on a personal side of our life. 
She is a businesswoman extraordinaire in addition to a law student. 
Thank you Sandy for being here as well. 

Ted. I'm so happy that you're here with me. My new law clerk. 
Please do not talk to any of my former staff. I would prefer that we 
start off believing that it's going to be a wonderful time, and 
working as hard as I know that we will together. Thank you for 
being a part of this great day. 

I want to also give great attention to a man who's been standing 
in the back of this room with me, with the most active grandchild 
of my four, Thomas Luther. He's in the back with the beautiful 
young man who has been making all that noise. And my daughter 
Jenny was mysteriously introduced as my daughter-in-law. Jenny 
Bond is my daughter, and the reason that I want to tell you about 
my kids just for a moment is because each and every one of them 
had a part in my law career. 

Michael, I don't know. You think you got me, but I'm not sure 
that you remember. The first contract that I ever wrote was with 
you. And it had to do with responsibilities and obligations that you 
and I would have about your first rock concert. And whether you 
know it or not, I recently found that executed contract, and it will 
be framed and become a part of my new chambers. 

Ann-Marie, often referred to as "Mini Me," for better or for 
worse, I'm afraid that that is true. She always wanted me to just be 
a regular mom. Why couldn't I just be a regular mom, and stay 
home, and bake cookies. And then as a part of my legal career, she 
made sure that I honored what was important, and that was to do 
both, make cookies and go to law school. She is definitely the light 
of my life, along with my son, and makes me prouder every sin­
gle day as she raises and parents her two beautiful sons. 

Jenny. Jenny taught me the art of mediation. There was a time 
when dad didn't agree with a career choice that Jenny was going 
to make because it wasn't the traditional career path, and so Jenny 
called me on the side, and she said "Nan, you've got to help me 
with this.'' And so together we mediated that career that gave her 
only but one of her specialties today. She actually is a hairdresser, 
and I'm proud, so proud to tell you that she came from Chicago­
no, strike that, Wisconsin-she just moved from Wisconsin to be 
here with me today. And Jenny was the one in our family that al­
ways kept the peace, so that was the mediation that I learned. 

My baby Timmy. I know you're wondering what I'm going to 
say about what you taught me about the law. Tim taught me how 
to hone my adversarial skills. Because he was the youngest, and 
therefore it was his obligation to be sure that he won every argu­
ment and tested my skills thereby and to this day, whether he 
knows it or not, he has a very special place in my heart. 
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We have many friends who are here. I don't want their names to 
go without notice. Dave Stem. "Air" Neumann, "Air" Neumann, 
are you here? That would be Peter Neumann. We call you "Air" 
Neumann, I understand, because for those of you who had the op­
portunity to look up in the air during my campaign, he was the 
man behind the banner that flew around the valley. Peter and Re­
nate, thank you for your time, your commitment, and what you 
gave me, and that' is the faith that you placed in me to be a part of 
this campaign. 

Finally, and I purposely left him for the last, to my husband Joe, 
who knows me better than any, loves me still, has supported me 
through very difficult times, and without whom I most certainly 
would not be standing here today. The light in every corner of my 
world is my husband. I love you. And he's even agreed to bring 
our favorite dog Sarah up to Carson City so that we can also 
proudly be residents of northern Nevada. Joe, no words are suffi­
cient. Thank you, and I love you. 

With that, if I have forgotten anyone, I do so without intent. My 
greatest privilege of being here today, aside from joining my dear 
friends on this bench, is to be able to say publicly and from the 
bottom of my heart, thank you to each and every one of you who 
saw fit to put your faith in me. I promise you that there will never 
be a day that I will make you second-guess your support and your 
help. I pledge to you to be fair, to strictly interpret the constitution 
and the laws, and to work with great honor with my colleagues so 
that you will always be proud of our supreme court. Thank you all. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MAUPIN: 

You'll forgive me if I savor the moment. Justice Saitta, please 
take your place with your colleagues on the bench. 

It's great being Chief. You get to speak last. See, I'm not good 
at telling jokes, as you can tell. Let me make a couple of follow­
up comments about our newest member. Make no mistake about 
this, this woman has been a career champion of Nevada's children 
since she came to our state. Just by way of example: she has been 
a member of the Nevada State Juvenile Justice Commission, she 
created the Clark County Missing and Exploited Children Com­
prehensive Action Program, she's been the winner of several 
awards including the Child Advocate of the Year of 2001. Ladies 
and gentlemen, that is why two weeks ago I asked her to join with 
me to work on a very important project of the court, the court im­
provement project for the placement of foster children in foster 
homes, and she has most graciously agreed. 

Before I exercise my privilege of making some closing remarks, 
I want to thank all of you for attending. There's going to be a re-
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ception hosted by Justices Cherry and Saitta in the supreme court 
rotunda immediately following this session of the court. 

Before we adjourn, first of all, I want to take a special moment, 
and Laura's remarks reminded me of this, to thank a member of 
the court staff who has been the heart and soul of this operation for 
almost 20 years-Janette Bloom, the clerk of the court. 

As you can imagine, I had some remarks prepared for this junc­
ture. I decided not to give them but to say something else. As I 
looked around the room today, I was reminded of the fact that 
when I graduated from law school and came back to practice law 
in 1971, and in the years that followed, I found my bar association, 
of which I was so proud. And I'm about to discuss something that 
has been unstated from this podium for years, but I'm going to say 
it now. The State Bar of Nevada was locked in a very serious, long­
term piece of internecine warfare. What was presided over, either 
wittingly or unwittingly, by a cult personality, who made great con­
tributions to the court, but there was a lot of discord, and there 
were casualties. Some of the casualties are here, but the system 
overall won, and I will tell you that peace was formally declared 
when Myron Leavitt and Bob Rose worked together as colleagues 
after two of the bitterest elections in our history. The class, the col­
legiality, is something I will never forget, and Bob, the legal 
system in this state has you to thank for the final closure of that 
chapter. 

Let me conclude by saying this. There are three great branches 
of our state government, and the legal system and the judiciary 
is one of them. The operation of our democracy wouldn't work 
without this branch of government because it is our branch of gov­
ernment. It is the lawyers and the judges who provide the great 
barrier of due process between the power of the government and its 
people. 

Our two new colleagues have joined this court. I welcome them. 
I welcome back Michael Douglas. They have paid their dues. 
They are with us now. Together we will travel a wonderful road, a 
road together, not at all for ourselves, but for the people of the 
State of Nevada. 

Ladies and gentlemen, thank you very much for attending today. 
At this time I'd like to call Walter Clifton to step forward and give 
our benediction. Walter is the former bailiff for Justice Saitta and 
Deacon of the Macedonia Baptist Church in Las Vegas. Everyone 
please rise. 

WALTER CLIFTON: 

Trust in the Lord and acknowledge Him in all His ways. He will 
direct your path. May the Lord bless you and keep you. May He 
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make His face to shine on you and be gracious to you. May He lift 
up His smile on you and give you peace and understanding in all 
of your decisions. Let us all say Amen. 

IN UNISON: 

Amen. 

CHIEF JUSTICE MAUPIN: 

Ladies and gentlemen, these proceedings are closed. 
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