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AGENDA 
 

CERTIFIED COURT INTERPRETERS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Wednesday, October 12, 2016 
10:30 a.m. – 12:00 pm 

 
Via VIDEO CONFERENCE 

Supreme Court – AOC Conference, Carson City 
Regional Justice Center – Conference Room B, 17th Floor, Las Vegas 

  
Via TELE-CONFERENCE 

Phone number: (877) 873-8017-Access Code: 3407656# 
  

I. Call to Order 
 

II. Public Comment  
Because of time considerations, the period for public comment by each speaker is limited to not 
more than 3 minutes, and speakers are urged to avoid repetition of comments made by previous 
speakers. 
 

III. Approval of the February 24, 2016 Meeting Summary *  
  

IV. Program Report  
 

V. Discussion of Final Court Interpreter Conditionally Approved Designation Guidelines*   
 

VI. Discussion regarding Clark County Certified Court Interpreters letter to the Court 
Interpreters’ Program for Re-Certification* 

  
VII. Public Comment  

Because of time considerations, the period for public comment by each speaker is limited to not 
more than 3 minutes, and speakers are urged to avoid repetition of comments made by previous 
speakers. 
 

VIII. Adjournment 
 
*Items for possible action 
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Pre-Agenda Notices 
 

• Agenda items may be taken out of order at the discretion of the Chair in order to accommodate 
persons appearing before the Commission and/or to aid in the time efficiency of the meeting.  

• If members of the public participate in the meeting, they must identify themselves when requested 
under agenda item one.  

• Public comment is welcomed by the Advisory Committee but may be limited to five minutes per 
person at the discretion of the Chair. Public comment is provided either at the start and end of the 
meeting, or after every action item, to afford members of the public an opportunity to make 
comments to the committee.  

• Action items are noted by “for possible action” and typically include review, approval, denial, and/or 
postponement of specific items.  Certain items may be referred to a subcommittee for additional 
review and action.  

• The Advisory Committee is pleased to provide reasonable accommodations for members of the 
public who are disabled and wish to attend the meeting.  If assistance is required, please notify 
Advisory Committee staff by phone or by email no later than two working days prior to the meeting, 
as follows: Kareen Prentice, (775) 687-9806 or kprentice@nvcourts.nv.gov.    

• This meeting is exempt from the Nevada Open Meeting Law (NRS 241.030 (4) (a)). 
• Notice of this meeting was posted in the following locations:  

 
a) Nevada Supreme Court website – www.nevadajudiciary.us;  
b) Carson City: Supreme Court Building, Administrative Office of the Courts, 201 South 

Carson Street;  
c) Las Vegas: Regional Justice Center, 200 Lewis Avenue, 17th Floor.    
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Supreme Court of Nevada 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 
 
ROBIN SWEET  JOHN MCCORMICK  
Director and Assistant Court Administrator 
State Court Administrator Judicial Programs and Services 
  
 RICHARD A. STEFANI 
 Deputy Director   

      Information Technology 
 
 

NEVADA CERTIFIED COURT INTERPRETERS 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
MEETING SUMMARY   

 
Wednesday, February 24, 2016 

10:30 a.m.   
 

Via VIDEO CONFERENCE 
Supreme Court Law Library – Room # 107, Carson City 

Regional Justice Center –Conference Room A, 17th Floor, Las Vegas 
Via TELE-CONFERENCE 

Phone number: (877) 873-8017-Access Code: 3407656# 
 
Prepared by Kareen Prentice, Court Services Analyst 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Robin Sweet, Committee Chair and State Court Administrator 
Maxine Cortes, Court Administrator (First Judicial District Court) 
Mariteresa Rivera-Rogers, Federally Certified Court Interpreter (Private Attorney) 
Jackie Bryant, Court Administrator (Second Judicial District Court) 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:    
 
Dr. Carina Black, Representative of a Non-Profit for LEPs (Northern Nevada International Center) 
Dr. Nelson Rojas, Representative of University System (University of Reno) 
Judge Gloria Sturman, District Court Judge (Eighth Judicial District Court) 
  
COMMITTEE STAFF PRESENT:  Kareen Prentice, Court Services Analyst 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order at 10:35 a.m. Quorum was established.   Chair Sweet advised that Judge 
Glasson’s term expired and he did not wish to be re-appointed.  Two judges have volunteered for the 
Committees.   

 
II. PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Supreme Court Building ♦  201 South Carson Street, Suite 250 ♦ Carson City, Nevada 89701 ♦ (775) 684-1700 · Fax (775) 684-1723 

 
Regional Justice Center ♦ 200 Lewis Avenue, 17th floor ♦ Las Vegas, Nevada 89101 
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No public was present.  
 

III. APPROVAL OF MEETING NOTES OF OCTOBER 7, 2015 AND DECEMBER 14, 
2015 MEETINGS 

    
Ms. Rivera-Rogers moved to approve the Meeting Summary for October 7th and Ms. Cortes seconded the 
motion. Members passed the motion unanimously.  Ms. Rivera-Rogers moved to approve the Meeting 
Summary for December 14th and Ms. Cortez seconded the motion.  Members passed the motion unanimously. 

 
IV. PROGRAM REPORT 
 

Chair Sweet asked Ms. Prentice to discuss the program report.  Ms. Prentice reported that one Spanish 
interpreter from Illinois was added to the roster. Ms. Prentice discussed the Orientation Workshop/Written 
Examination (Workshop) held in Reno on January 22nd and 23rd and in Las Vegas on February 5th and 6th. The 
Oral Examinations are scheduled for the next two weeks in Las Vegas and Carson City with eight current 
participants.    
 
Ms. Prentice updated the members regarding the National Center for State Courts (NCSC) training. The 
NCSC trained eight Administrative Office of the Courts(AOC) staff on the administration of the oral 
examination.   Ms. Rivera-Rogers asked that Ms. Prentice review the Written Examination participants that 
would qualify for the new designation of conditionally approved.  Ms. Prentice reported that several 
participants had a 70 plus score that would qualify and she would review.   
 
Discussion was held regarding the workshops and exam participants. Chair Sweet asked Ms. Prentice to 
include the “conditionally approved” qualified interpreters in the program report once the designation is 
approved.   

 
V. DISCUSSION OF DRAFT COURT INTERPRETER CONDITIONALLY 

APPROVED DESIGNATION GUIDELINES*   
 

Chair Sweet advised that Ms. Prentice had a made a few modifications based on the discussion held at the last 
meeting. Chair Sweet asked for thoughts on the Guidelines from the members. Ms. Rivera-Rogers asked to 
add in the first sentence “A candidate must:” Ms. Rivera-Rogers also stated that an action verb should be 
added to first part of the sentence “D” to match the other sentences.  Ms. Cortes advised to change person (s) 
to “candidate (s)” throughout the document.  Chair Sweet discussed the 2-year status and possible extension. 
Ms. Rivera-Rogers agreed that as long as the candidate was working towards certification an extension would 
be possible.  Chair Sweet led discussion regarding extension of the designation of the candidates and how to 
word this section appropriately.  Members chose to add the sentence “Candidates may have their designation 
extended at the discretion of the program for an additional 2 years.”  
 
Ms. Cortes suggested changing sentence “E” to “previous 12 months” at the end of the sentence.  Nevada will 
be spelled out throughout the document. Ms. Rivera-Rogers made a motion to approve the Guidelines with 
the modifications as stated and Ms. Bryant seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Chair Sweet advised of the next steps.  The document will be on the next agenda of the Language Access 
Committee for their concurrence. After that meeting, if approved, the document will be sent to the Judicial 
Council of the State of Nevada for their review.  

 
Certified Court Interpreters’ Advisory Committee Meeting   

                                                                                                   February 24, 2016 
  Page 2 of 3 
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VI. PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
No public was present at the meeting.  
 
Chair Sweet shared information that it has been difficult getting expired badges returned from 
certified court interpreters after their renewal application has been finalized.  Chair Sweet advised 
that the State Court Administrator Guidelines may need adjusted to include suspension instead of 
just a $25 fine.  Members discussed the issue.    
 
Ms. Prentice advised that the oral examination fee was $300 and the National Center for State Courts 
has a fee of $210 per examination rating.  The program applicable fees may need to be reviewed.  
The current fee schedule and program funding was discussed by members.    
 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:10 a.m. 

Certified Court Interpreters’ Advisory Committee Meeting   
                                                                                                   February 24, 2016 
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Supreme Court of Nevada  
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 

 
PROGRAM REPORT 

 
Prepared by:  Kareen Prentice, Court Services Analyst  
Program Statistics as of September 27, 2016:  

Interpreters Spanish Languages other than 
Spanish (LOTS) Languages 

 
Change 

Certified 80 3 Vietnamese, Portuguese, 
Mandarin 

 
2 

Master Level 10 1 Vietnamese 0 
Registered 0 10 Amharic, Amharic/ Tigrinya, 

Bosnian/ Croatian/Serbian, 
Bulgarian, Hindi, 
Farsi/German, German, 
Italian/ Portuguese,  Japanese 
(2), Korean, Slovak 

 
 

0 

Certified 
Interpreters Spanish Languages other than 

Spanish (LOTS) LOTS Registered Residence Change 

Northern NV   16 0 1 2 
Southern NV   54 1 8 1 
Other States   AZ – 5,CA – 9, 

CO – 2, NY – 1, 
UT – 2, PA-1  

CA – 3  WI – 1 , AZ-1  
1 

Calendar of 
NV 

Program 
Events 

Orientation 
Workshop(OW)/ 

Written Exam (WE) 
Written Exam Retake Oral Exam 

NM 
Skill 

Building 
Workshop 

Date of Last August 5-6 – Reno 
9 candidates OW 

9 for WE 
Pass – 4, Fail – 5 

 
September 16-17 – LV 

41 candidates OW 
43 for WE 

Pass –    , Fail –   

July 26, 2016 –Carson 
(2 – Cancelled) 

 
September 17, 2016 –

LV (2) 

  
September 29-30 – Carson 

City  
(2 candidates )  

 
 

October 6-7 – LV   
(7 for oral exams and one for 

OPI) 

 
 July 25, 

2016 
& 

October 
17, 2016 

Date of Next February 2017 – Reno 
 

March 2017–LV 

May 2017 February 2017 –Carson City 
 

March 2017- LV 

TBD 
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State of Nevada Draft Court Interpreter Conditionally Approved Designation 
 

Conditionally Approved - To be considered for the classification of the Conditionally Approved 
level, a candidate must: 

A. Complete the Orientation Workshop for Interpreters in the Nevada Courts. The Nevada 
Orientation Workshop is the first step necessary toward certification/registration. The 
workshop covers fundamentals of court interpretation (modes, ethics, and role of the 
interpreter) as well as an introduction to Nevada’s court system. The written exam 
provided by the Consortium for Language Access in the Courts is administered at the 
conclusion of the workshop. 

B. Pass the Nevada Certified Court Interpreter Written Exam consisting of 4 sections 
(General English Language Vocabulary, Court Related Terms and Usage, Ethics and 
Professional Conduct) with a minimum score of 70%. 

C. Pass the Nevada Certified Court Interpreter Oral Examination consisting of 4 sections 
(Consecutive skills interpreting test, Simultaneous skills interpreting test and a two-part 
Sight translation skills test) with a minimum score of 60% in all sections. 

D. Score 10 in the Oral Proficiency Interview for candidates testing in a language for which 
there is not an NCSC Oral Examination.   

E. Provide verification of Nevada courtroom observation or work (40 hours in total for 
previous 12 months). 

F. Submit a Nevada Conditionally Approved Application Request. 

G. Submit two (2) fingerprint cards; for a background check to be conducted prior to 
working in Nevada courts.  

H. Filing and processing fee of $50.00. 

I. A passport size photograph. 

 
The Nevada Supreme Court will invite candidates eligible for the Conditionally Approved level to 
submit an application to the Nevada Supreme Court.  Conditionally Approved interpreters may 
work in Nevada Courts. Conditionally Approved interpreters are called for work “only when there 
is a finding of a lack of a credentialed resource on the record.”   

Candidates designated Conditionally Approved may remain in that status no longer than two 
years from the date the candidate is approved by the Nevada Supreme Court. If the candidate 
does not attempt to successfully pass the Oral Examinations during that time period, their 
Conditionally Approved designation will not be extended.  Candidates may have their 
designation extended at the discretion of the program for an additional two years.  

Training Requirements for Conditionally Approved Designation: 
6 
credits 

To be approved by the Nevada Supreme 
Court 

2 out of the 6 credits must include 
ethics 

 

Revised 7/14/16 
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CERTIFIED COURT INTERPRETERS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MEETINGS 
 

2015/2016 
ROLL CALL 

 
 

 
Member Name 

 

 
Term 

 
10/7/15 

 
12/14/15 

No 
quorum  

 
2/24/16  

 
10/12/16  

 
12/14/16  

 
 
Dr. Carina Black 

 
 

1/1/14 – 12/31/16 

 
 
Absent  

 
 

Absent   

 
 

Absent 

 
 

 
 
  

 
 
Maxine Cortes 

 
 

1/1/14 – 12/31/16 

 
 

Absent  

 
 

X  

 
 

X  

  

 
 
Jackie Bryant  

 
 

9/1/15 – 9/30/18 

 
 

X 

 
 

 X 

 
 

 X 

 
 
  

 
 
  

 
Judge  
Mike Richards 

 
 

03/31/16 – 03/31/19 

 
 
  

 
 
   

 
   

  
 
  

 
Mariteresa Rivera-Rogers, 
Esq. 

 
 

1/1/14 – 12/31/16 

 
 

X 

 
 

X  

 
 

X 

 
 
  

 
 
  

 
 
Dr. Nelson Rojas 

 
 

1/1/14 – 12/31/16 

 
 

X 

 
 

Absent 

 
 

Absent   

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
*Robin Sweet 

 
 

n/a 

 
 

X 

 
 

X 

 
 

X 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Judge Gloria Sturman  

 
 

5/1/15 – 5/31/18 

 
 

X 

 
 

Absent  

 
 

Absent 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
*Ex-Officio Member     
AP = Absent, with proxy         
X = Present 
Black Shaded = Prior to Start of Term  
    

Revised April 21, 2016 
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