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MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 

 
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL SELECTION 

 
Date and Time of Meeting: Thursday, March 16, at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Venue:   
 
 

 
AGENDA  

 
1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call and Determination of Quorum Pursuant to Rule 4.C. 

3. Public Comment Pursuant to Rule 4.E. 

4. Approval of Meeting Summary from February 7-10, 2023* 

5. Interviews for Eighth Judicial District Department C* 

6. Rules Amendment Meeting 

7. Adjournment 

 
 
 
 
*Denotes items which the Commission may take action. 
 

Accommodation: We are pleased to make reasonable accommodation for the members of the public who are disabled 
and wish to attend the meeting.  If special arrangements for the meeting are necessary, please notify the Administrative 
Office of the Courts, in writing to mbautista@nvcourts.nv.gov or call Margarita Bautista at (775) 684-1710.  
  
Notice:  Commission Rule 4.B. public notice of meeting was provided at least three working days prior to the meeting. 
Notice of this meeting was posted on the Supreme Court Website www.nvcourts.gov. 

 

Zoom Meeting 
Public Access 
Meeting ID: 
893 9508 6420 
Pass:  
520980 
 
 

Supreme Court 
Carson City 
Law Library 
Room 107 
201 S. Carson St. 
 

Supreme Court 
Las Vegas 
1st Floor Conf Room 
408 E. Clark Ave. 

mailto:mbautista@nvcourts.nv.gov
http://www.nvcourts.gov/
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MEETING SUMMARY 

 
Organization:  Commission on Judicial Selection 
   Eighth Judicial District, Departments VII, XXIX, C, N & O 
 
Date and Time: Tuesday, February 7, 2023, at 8:15 a.m. 

Wednesday, February 8, 2023, at 1:00 p.m. 
Thursday, February 9, 2023, at 8:15 a.m. 
Friday, February 10, 2023, at 8:15 a.m. 

 
Venue: The Commission will convene in the Supreme Court Courtroom of Las Vegas. 

Additional public viewing is available through YouTube. 
   
 
 
 

AGENDA 
Tuesday, February 7, 2023 

Commissioners Present    Guests Present 
Chair, Chief Justice Lidia Stiglich   Mr. Adam Ganz 
Vice-Chair Gregory Kamer Esq.   Ms. Stephanie Phillips, Veterans in Politics  
Ms. Claudia Aguayo Esq.    Mr. Steve Sampson, Veterans in Politics 
Ms. Donna Bath 
Ms. Justina Caviglia Esq.    AOC Staff Present 
Mr. Andrew Diss     Margarita Bautista, Commission Staff 
Mr. Jeffrey Gilbert 
Mr. Peter Guzman 
Mr. Joel Locke Esq. 

1. Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 8:17 a.m. 

2. Roll Call and Determination of Quorum Pursuant to Rule 4.C. 
Roll was called and a qurorum was present. 

3. Public Comment Pursuant to Rule 4.E. 
Ms. Stephanie Phillips, on behalf of Veterans in Politics testified against the nomination of Mr. 
James Dean Leavitt. 

Supreme Court YouTube 
https://tinyurl.com/Nevada-
Supreme-Court-YouTube  

Supreme Court 
Las Vegas 
Courtroom 
408 E. Clark Ave. 

https://tinyurl.com/Nevada-Supreme-Court-YouTube
https://tinyurl.com/Nevada-Supreme-Court-YouTube


2 | P a g e  
M e e t i n g  S u m m a r y  

Mr. Steve Sanson, on behalf of Veterans in Politics, testified in support of the following applicants 
Danielle Chio, Louis Schneider, Timothy Treffinger, and Lindsey Moors. Mr. Sanson testified in 
opposition to the nomination of Mr. James Dean Leavitt and Mr.Jason Stoffel. 

4. Approval of Meeting Summary from January 26, 2023* 
This item was tabled to a later date within the current selection process. 

5. Disclosures Pursuant to Rule 2. 
Mr. Guzman provided disclosure that the entity which he works for, Latin Chamber of Commerce, 
has an endorsement process to which many of the applicants have gone through including the 
following applicants: Ms. Danielle Chio, Mr. Adam Ganz, Mr. James Dean Leavitt. 
Ms. Bath provided disclosures that she had contact with Mr. James Dean Leavitt through Linkedin 
prior to being appointed. She also stated that a Mr. McCarty from a union reached out, and she did 
not return his call. 
The Commission proceeded without concern over the disclosures provided by the Commissioners. 

6. Interview of Applicants for Department VII**   
08:29 a.m.  Adam Ganz 
09:00 a.m.  Daniel Hooge 
09:30 a.m.  -Break- 
09:50 a.m.  Craig Newman 
10:20 a.m.  James Dean Leavitt 
10:58 a.m.  -Break- 
11:03 a.m.  Danielle Chio 
11:25 a.m.  Patrick Ferguson 
11:55 a.m.   -Lunch- 
12:50 p.m.  Robert Allen Stephens 
1:30 p.m.   Nadine Morton 
2:04 p.m.  -Break- 
2:09 p.m.  Berna Rhodes-Ford 
2:35 p.m.  Marni Watkins 

7. Executive Session Pursuant to Rule 3.D 
At the conclusion of interviews at 3:05 p.m., the Commssion went into executive session pursuant 
to Commission Rule 3.D. 

8. Selection of Department VII Nominees pursuant to Rule 9.D* 
At 3:34 p.m. the Commission returned to public session to commence voting. After one round of 
balloting, the Commission selected three nominees by majority vote. The nominess were: 

• Danielle Chio 

• Robert Allen Stephens 

• Marni Watkins 

9. Recess 
The Commission recessed at 3:40 p.m. 
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Wednesday, February 8, 2023 
Commissioners Present    Guests Present 
Chair, Chief Justice Lidia Stiglich   Ms. Stephanie Phillips, Veterans in Politics 
Vice-Chair Gregory Kamer Esq.   Mr. Steve Sanson, Veterans in Politics 
Ms. Claudia Aguayo Esq.    Ms. Faith Sanson 
Ms. Donna Bath      
Ms. Justina Caviglia Esq.    AOC Staff Present 
Mr. Andrew Diss     Ms. Margarita Bautista, Commission Staff 
Mr. Jeffrey Gilbert 
Mr. Peter Guzman 
Mr. Joel Locke Esq. 

10. Call to Reconvene 
The meeting was reconvened at 12:55 p.m. 

11. Roll Call and Determination of Quorum Pursuant to Rule 4.C. 

• Roll was called and a quorum was present. 

• The Commission went into executive session at 12:56 p.m. 

• The Commission returned to public session at 1:10 p.m. 

• Chair Stiglich recognized the public present in the courtroom and called for any public 
comment. There was no public comment. 

• Chair Stiglich notified each applicant that interviews would consist of two portions, 15 
minutes in public session and 15 miutes in executive session. 

12. Interview of Applicants for Department C**   
1:11 p.m.  Audrey Beeson 
1:42 p.m.  Louis Schneider 
2:12 p.m.  -Break- 
2:22 p.m.  Lynn Hughes 
2:46 p.m.  Timothy R. Treffinger 

13. Executive Session Pursuant to Rule 3.D 
At the conclusion of interviews, at 3:16 p.m., the Commssion went into executive session pursuant 
to Commission Rule 3.D. 

14. Selection of Department C Nominees pursuant to Rule 9.D* 
At 3:55 p.m. the Commission returned to public session to commence voting. After one round of 
balloting, the Commission did not vote for a majority of three applicants. The Chair called for a 
second round of balloting. After the second round, a majority was not reached. The Chair asked 
each commissioner to state for the record, whether they would change their vote. Each 
commissioner indicated no intention to change their vote. 
Rule 9.D.4 states: In the event of an impasse, the Commission may follow whatever voting 
procedure agreed upon by a majority of the Commission to accomplish the nominating process or, 
by two-thirds majority vote of the Commission, disqualify all applicants and begin the application 
and selection process anew. 
Comm’r Locke made a motion to declare an impasse pursuant to Rule 9.D.4. 
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Comm’r Gilbert seconded the motion. 
 The motion passed unanimously to declare an impasse pursuant to Rule 9.D.4. 

The Chair asked all commissioners to be prepared to review the timeline for the reopened vacancy 
during the meeting on February 9, 2023. 
The Commission recessed at 4:03 p.m. 

Thursday, February 9, 2023 
Commissioners Present    Guests Present 
Chair, Chief Justice Lidia Stiglich   Ms. Stephanie Phillips, Veterans in Politics 
Vice-Chair Gregory Kamer Esq.   Mr. Steve Sanson, Veterans in Politics 
Ms. Claudia Aguayo Esq.     
Ms. Donna Bath     AOC Staf Present     
Ms. Justina Caviglia Esq.    Ms. Margarita Bautista, Commission Staff 
Mr. Andrew Diss 
Mr. Jeffrey Gilbert 
Mr. Peter Guzman 
Mr. Joel Locke Esq. 

15. Call to Reconvene 
The meeting was reconvened at 8:20 a.m. 

16. Roll Call and Determination of Quorum Pursuant to Rule 4.C. 
Roll was called and a qurorum was present. 

17. Public Commet 
There was no public comment. 

18. Disclosures Pursuant to Rule 2 
Mr. Guzman provided disclosure regarding Mr. Reynolds, that the applicant sought and received 
the endorsement of the Latin Chamber of Commerce. 
The Commission proceeded without concern of impartiality over the disclosures provided by the 
Commissioner. 

19. Interview of Applicants for Department XXIX**   
08:21 a.m.  Adam Breeden 
08:54 a.m.  Jacob Reynolds 
09:20 a.m.  -Break- 
09:37 a.m.  David Gardner 
10:07 a.m.  Douglas Hedger 
10:33 a.m.  -Break- 
10:39 a.m.  Lindsey Moors 
11:02 a.m.  Kimberly Paige Stein 
11:30 a.m.  -Lunch- 
12:15 p.m.  Trent Richards 
12:41 p.m.  Blair Parker 
 
 

20. Executive Session Pursuant to Rule 3.D 
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At the conclusion of interviews, at 1:06 p.m., the Commssion went into executive session pursuant 
to Commission Rule 3.D. 

21. Selection of Department XXIX Nominees pursuant to Rule 9.D* 
At 1:30 p.m. the Commission returned to public session to commence voting. After one round of 
balloting, the Commission selected three nominees by majority vote. The nominess were: 

• Mr. Douglas Hedger 
• Mr. Jacob Reynolds 
• Mr. Trent Richards 

22. Recess 
The Commission recessed at 1:40 p.m. 

Friday, February 10, 2023 
Commissioners Present    Guests Present 
Chair, Chief Justice Lidia Stiglich   Ms. Stephanie Phillips, Veterans in Politics 
Vice-Chair Gregory Kamer Esq.   Mr. Steve Sanson, Veterans in Politics 
Ms. Claudia Aguayo Esq.     
Ms. Donna Bath     AOC Staff Present   
Ms. Justina Caviglia Esq.    Ms. Margarita Bautista, Commission Staff 
Mr. Andrew Diss 
Mr. Jeffrey Gilbert 
Mr. Peter Guzman 
Mr. Joel Locke Esq. 

23. Call to Reconvene 
The meeting was reconvened at 8:18 a.m. 

24. Roll Call and Determination of Quorum Pursuant to Rule 4.C. 
Roll was called and a qurorum was present. 

25. Approval of Meeting Summary from January 26, 2023* 
Comm’r Caviglia made a motion to approve the meeting summary from January 26, 2023. 
Comm’r Kamer seconded the motion. 
Ms. Bath and Mr. Gilbert abstained. 
 The meeting summary from January 26, 2023 was approved unanimously. 

26. Interview of Applicants for Department O**   
08:21 a.m.  Kerri Maxey 
08:49 a.m.  Robert O. Kurth Jr. 
09:20 a.m.  -Break- 
09:31 a.m.  Janette Reyes-Speer 
10:00 a.m.  Regina McConnell 
10:25 a.m.  -Break- 
10:45 a.m.  Robert Cerceo 
11:20 a.m.  Robert Hill 
11:37 p.m.  Stephanie Keels 

27. During the interview of Mr. Kurth, Com’r Kamer provided disclsoure that as the interview 
proceeded he realized he may have had contact with Mr. Kurth through his firm. Com’r Kamer 



6 | P a g e  
M e e t i n g  S u m m a r y  

noted he was reaching out to his firm for a conflicts check. At the conclusion of the interview, Mr. 
Kamer stated on the record that his firm has represented Steel Engineers. Com’r Kamer further 
stated that the last activity his firm had with Steel Engineers was in 2010 and it was not a matter 
that he personally handled. Com’r Kamer further stated that he was involved in unionization efforts 
in the 2000’s with Steel Engineers. Com’r Kamer stated he could serve without conflict. 
The Commission proceeded without concern of impartiality over the disclosures provided by the 
Commissioner. 

28. Executive Session and Lunch Pursuant to Rule 3.D 
At the conclusion of interviews, at 12:09 p.m., the Commssion went into executive session 
pursuant to Commission Rule 3.D. 

29. Selection of Department O Nominees pursuant to Rule 9.D* 
At 1:04 p.m. the Commission returned to public session to commence voting. After one round of 
balloting, the Commission selected three nominees by majority vote. The nominess were: 

• Mr. Robert Cerceo 
• Ms. Kerri Maxey 
• Ms. Regina McConnell 

30. Interview of Applicants for Department N** 
1:15 p.m.  Paul M. Gaudet 
1:45 p.m.  Kristine Brewer 
2:15 p.m.  -Break- 
2:30 p.m.  Stephanie McDonald 
3:03 p.m.  Jason Stoffel 

31. The Chair called for public comment. 
a. Stephanie Phillips of Veterans in Politics, made public comment on the impasse that was 

reached during the nomination process for Department C. Ms. Phillips further stated that 
the Commission Rules appear disinfranchising to qualified candidates because the entire 
panel is disqualified when the Commission cannot come to agreement of three nominees. 

b. Steve Sanson, of Veterans in Politics, testified in opposition to the nomination of Mr. Jason 
Stoffel. 

32. Executive Session Pursuant to Rule 3.D 
At the conclusion of interviews and after public comment, at 3:34 p.m., the Commssion went into 
executive session pursuant to Commission Rule 3.D. 

33. Selection of Department N Nominees pursuant to Rule 9.D* 
At 4:17 p.m. the Commission returned to public session to commence voting. After one round of 
balloting, the Commission selected three nominees by majority vote. The nominess were: 

• Paul M. Gaudet 
• Stephanie McDonald 
• Jason Stoffel 

34. Adjournment 
The Commission adjourned at 4:21 p.m. 
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From the Desk of: 

Stephanie L. Phillips 

January 4, 2023 

Nevada Commission on Judicial Selection 

201 S. Carson, Ste 250 

Carson City, NV  89701 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing you today in OPPOSITION to James Dean Leavitt for the EIGHTH JUDICIAL 

DISTRICT COURT DEPARTMENT 7.  I came to know Mr. Leavitt when I sat on the panel for 

Veterans In Politics International’s endorsement interview.  During the interview I asked Mr. 

Leavitt about his attempted suicide reported on the internet.  Natural question to ask since one 

must have the proper temperament to be on the bench.  He answered me that it was an “accidental 

discharge”.  Then he goes on to explain how he was depressed, two members of his family and 

two other members of his wife’s family all had committed suicide.  He talked about how he had 

disappointed his family and this was a private matter of mental health.  He said we have HIPAA 

laws for a reason; which those are specifically for a Doctor to keep your medical records private…. 

has nothing to do with a panelist asking a candidate a valid question regarding an attempted suicide 

and mental health.  Then he spoke about Abraham Lincoln and how he contemplated suicide.  Mr. 

Leavitt spoke so much about suicide and depression, but yet he told me the incident was an 

accidental discharge.  That, in my opinion, was dishonest.  If you accidentally discharge a gun and 

accidentally shoot yourself you’re not going to go on and on about suicide and be offended 

someone questions your mental health.  

I watched Mr. Leavitt’s behavior and demeanor during the interview and to me he came across 

very angry, bitter and unsettled.  Then I read the transcript of the interview he had with the Review 

Journal where he clearly states he was in a state of depression, hallucinating and attempted suicide.  

That directly contradicts his original answer to me that it was an “accidental discharge”.  That’s 

called spinning the facts, being deceitful, being dishonest or whatever you want to call it, his 

integrity is in question.  

6655 W. Sahara Ave., Suite B-200  *  Las Vegas, Nevada 89146  *  Office: 702-339-6436 



Page 2 

Opposition to Leavitt 

Later, I learned of the felony charge against Mr. Leavitt from 1998 which was negotiated down to 

a misdemeanor; however his driver’s license was suspended and the insurance company paid out 

$27,000.00 on that claim according to the Review Journal interview.   

Also during the Review Journal interview it seemed as if he was somehow threatening the 

interviewer…. So much so the RJ called Metro to investigate. Leavitt said “Look what just 

happened with Jeff German, OK? Right? Do you understand…  I mean this is serious s---, ….You 

guys need to report the news fairly is what I’m trying to tell you, and you guys didn’t do that with 

me four years ago. That’s what I’m trying to tell you”.  Please read the entire transcript of the 

interview, and anyone reading it will probably come to the same conclusion…… there is serious 

instability there. 

I believe Mr. Leavitt should never be anywhere near the bench.  In my opinion Mr. Leavitt should 

never have any power to rule over others due to lack of integrity, possible mental health concerns 

and his severe lack of judicial temperament. Nevada voters have spoken in the last two elections 

in which Mr. Leavitt was a candidate.  He lost by huge margins and that speaks for itself.  

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Stephanie L. Phillips 

Stephanie L. Phillips 

6655 W. Sahara Ave., Suite B-200  *  Las Vegas, Nevada 89146  *  Office: 702-339-6436 
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DRAFT

Supreme Court of Nevada 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 

 
KATHERINE STOCKS  JOHN MCCORMICK  
Director and Assistant Court Administrator 
State Court Administrator  
  
  

 

Supreme Court Building ♦  201 South Carson Street, Suite 250 ♦ Carson City, Nevada 89701 ♦ (775) 684-1700 
Supreme Court Building ♦ 408 East Clark Avenue ♦ Las Vegas, Nevada 89101 

 

 
MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 

 
Organization:  Commission on Judicial Selection 
   Eighth Judicial District, Department C 
 
Date and Time: Thursday, March 30, 2023, at 8:15 a.m. 
 
Venue: The Commission will convene in the Supreme Court Courtroom of Las Vegas. 

Additional public viewing is available through YouTube. 
   

 
 
 

 
 

AGENDA 
8:30 a.m. 

1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call and Determination of Quorum Pursuant to Rule 4.C. 
3. Public Comment Pursuant to Rule 4.E. 

8:45 a.m.    
4. Interview of Applicants for Department C**   

08:45 a.m.  Louis Schneider 
09:00 a.m.  Gregory Gordon 
09:30 a.m.  Jason Stoffel 
09:45 a.m.  -Break- 
09:55 a.m.  Lynn Hughes 
10:10 a.m.  Janet Reyes-Speer 
10:25 a.m.  Robert O Kurth Jr. 
10:40 a.m.  -Break- 
10:50 a.m.  Robert Cerceo 
11:05 a.m.  Adriana Rincon White 
11:35 a.m.  Timothy Treffinger 
11:50 a.m.   -Break- 
12:00 p.m.  Stephanie Keels 
12:15 p.m.   Kerri Maxey 
12:30 p.m.  Adam Ganz 
   

Supreme Court YouTube 
https://tinyurl.com/Nevada-
Supreme-Court-YouTube  

Supreme Court 
Las Vegas 
Courtroom 
408 E. Clark Ave. 

https://tinyurl.com/Nevada-Supreme-Court-YouTube
https://tinyurl.com/Nevada-Supreme-Court-YouTube
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M e e t i n g  N o t i c e  a n d  A g e n d a  

12:45 p.m. 

5. Executive Session Pursuant to Rule 3.D 

6. Selection of Department C Nominees pursuant to Rule 9.D* 

7. Commission Rules Review 

8. Adjournment 

 
 
 
*        Denotes items which the Commission may take action.  

**      There is a presumption that the Commission will conduct its interviews, deliberations and voting in public 
session, except where it is deemed necessary or appropriate to enter into an executive session because of the 
sensitive nature of matters or information to be discussed. Executive sessions may take place only to discuss 
applicants’ individual or relative qualifications, or for conducting a portion of an interview. An executive session 
shall occur upon a motion made by a Commissioner and approved by a majority of the members present. 

Accommodation: We are pleased to make reasonable accommodation for the members of the public who are 
disabled and wish to attend the meeting.  If special arrangements for the meeting are necessary, please notify the 
Administrative Office of the Courts, in writing to mbautista@nvcourts.nv.gov or call Margarita Bautista at (775) 
684-1710.  
  
Notice: Pursuant to Commission Rule 4.B. public notice of meeting was provided at least three working days 
prior to the meeting. Notice of this meeting was posted in the Supreme Court Website www.nvcourts.gov. 
 

mailto:mbautista@nvcourts.nv.gov
http://www.nvcourts.gov/



