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Supreme Court of Nevada 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 

ROBIN SWEET  JOHN MCCORMICK
Director and Assistant Court Administrator 
State Court Administrator Judicial Programs and Services 

RICHARD A. STEFANI 
Deputy Director 

Information Technology 

Supreme Court Building ♦  201 South Carson Street, Suite 250 ♦ Carson City, Nevada 89701 ♦ (775) 684-1700 · Fax (775) 684-1723 
Supreme Court Building ♦ 408 East Clark Avenue ♦ Las Vegas, Nevada 89101 

MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 

Name of Organization: Judicial Council of the State of Nevada 

Date and Time of Meeting: Friday, March 15, 2019, 1:30 p.m. 

Place of Meeting: Video-Conference & Teleconference at the following locations: 
Teleconference Number 1-408-740-7256  Meeting ID:  1110011234# 

Carson City Las Vegas Reno Winnemucca Ely 
Supreme Court. of Nevada 
201 S. Carson Street 
Law Library #107 

Supreme Court of Nevada 
408 E. Clark Avenue, 1st Floor 
Conference Room A & B 

2nd Judicial District Court 
75 Court Street, 2nd Floor 
Room 220B 

6th Judicial District. Court 
50 West Fifth Street 

7th Judicial District. Court 
801 Clark Street 

I. Call to Order

II. Call of the Roll and Determination of Quorum Status

III. Public Comment

IV. Approval of Meeting Summary from the November 30, 2019, meeting  (Pages 2-6)

V. Business and Action Items*  (Pages 8-12)
A. Update - 2019 Legislative Session  (Pages 8-9)
B. Resolution to support SB149 which makes an appropriation to assist with the construction of a 

new courthouse in White Pine County. (Pages 10-12)

VI. Reports of Committees  (Pages 14-19)
A. Standing Committee Reports

1. Court Administration Committee  (Page 14)
2. Court Improvement Program  (Pages 15-16)
3. Judicial Education Committee  (Pages17-18)
4. Language Access Committee  (No Meeting to Report)
5. Specialty Court Funding Committee  (Page 19)
6. Technology Committee  (No Meeting to Report)

B. Ad-Hoc Committee Reports
1. Pre-Trial Release Committee  (No Meeting to Report) 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bill/6186/Overview
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*Denotes items which the Commission may take action

VII. Reports of Regional Council Meetings  (Pages 21-32)
A. Regional Council Meeting Summaries

1. Clark Regional Judicial Council (Pages 21-23)
2. North Central Judicial Council  (Pages 24-26)
3. Sierra Regional Council  (Pages 27-29)
4. South Central Regional Council  (Pages 30-32)
5. Washoe Regional Council  (Meeting scheduled for March 20, 2019)

VIII. Informational Materials (Pages 34-61)
A. 2019 JCSN Roster and Calendar  (Pages 34-35)
B. Administrative Docket Status Report  (Pages 36-59)
C. Calendar of Educational Activities  (Pages 60-61)

IX. Future Meetings
• June 7, 2019
• September 27, 2019
• November 22, 2019

X. Public Comment

XI. Adjournment  

Note:  We are pleased to make reasonable accommodation for the members of the public who are 
disabled and wish to attend the meeting.  If special arrangements for the meeting are necessary, please 
notify the Administrative Office of the Courts, in writing, at the Supreme Court, 201 South Carson 
Street, Carson City, NV 89701-4702 or call Vicki Elefante (775) 687-9807. 

Notice of this meeting was posted in the following locations: 
• Supreme Court Building, Administrative Office of the Courts, 201, South Carson Street, Carson City
• Nevada State Library and Archives, 100 Stewart Street, Carson City
• Nevada Appellate Courts Building, 408 East Clark Avenue, Las Vegas
• Supreme Court Website www.nevadajudiciary.us

http://www.nevadajudiciary.us/
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Supreme Court of Nevada 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 

ROBIN SWEET  JOHN MCCORMICK
Director and Assistant Court Administrator 
State Court Administrator Judicial Programs and Services 

RICHARD A. STEFANI 
Deputy Director 

Information Technology 

Supreme Court Building ♦  201 South Carson Street, Suite 250 ♦ Carson City, Nevada 89701 ♦ (775) 684-1700 · Fax (775) 684-1723 
Supreme Court Building ♦ 408 East Clark Avenue ♦ Las Vegas, Nevada 89101 

MEETING SUMMARY 

Name of Organization: Judicial Council of the State of Nevada 

Date and Time of Meeting: Friday, November 30, 2018, 1:30 p.m. 

Place of Meeting: Video-Conference & Teleconference at the following locations: 
Teleconference Number 1-408-740-7256 Meeting ID: 1110011234# 

Carson City Las Vegas Reno Winnemucca Ely 
Supreme Court. of Nevada 
201 S. Carson Street 
Law Library #107 

Supreme Court of Nevada 
408 E. Clark Avenue 
1st Floor 
Conference Room A&B  

2nd Judicial District Court 
75 Court Street, 2nd Floor 
Room 214 

6th Judicial District. Court 
50 West Fifth Street 

7th Judicial District. Court 
801 Clark Street 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Chief Justice Michael Douglas  
Justice Michael Cherry 
Judge Tom Armstrong, Ex-Officio 
Chief Judge Linda Bell 
Judge Steve Dobrescu 
Chief Judge Scott Freeman 
Judge Elias Goicoechea 
Mr. Steven Grierson, Ex-Officio 
Judge Eileen Herrington proxy for Judge Perkins 
Judge Kevin Higgins 
Judge Michael Montero 
Judge Bridget Robb, Ex-Officio 
Ms. Robin Sweet, Ex-Officio 
Judge Natalie Tyrrell 
Judge Michael Villani 
Judge Nathan T. Young 
Ms. Julie Wise proxy for Jackie Bryant, Ex-Officio 

OTHERS PRESENT: 
Justice Gibbons 
Justice Stiglich 

MEMBERS ABSENT OR EXCUSED: 
Chief Judge Abbi Silver 
Chief Judge David Gibson 
Judge Cynthia Giuliani 
Judge Barbara McCarthy 
Judge Gus Sullivan 

AOC STAFF: 
John McCormick, Assistant Court Administrator 
Staci Anderson, Judicial Branch Auditor 
Vicki Elefante, Court Analyst 

Call to Order, Call of the Roll and Determination of Quorum Status 
Chief Justice Douglas, Chair of the Judicial Council of the State of Nevada (JCSN) Full Council, called the 
meeting to order at 1:32 p.m.  A quorum was declared present. 
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Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 

Approval of Meeting Summary from the August 31, 2018, meeting  
Chair Douglas called for discussion and with there being none, the meeting summary for the August 31, 
2018, meeting was approved. 

JUDGE MICHAEL VILLANI MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE MEETING 
SUMMARY OF THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF THE STATE OF NEVADA FULL 
COUNCIL MEETING HELD AUGUST 31, 2018.  THE MOTION WAS SECONDED AND 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Review Bill Draft Requests (BDR) that were previously approved 
Justice Gibbons reviewed the bill draft requests that were previously submitted clarifying the role of the 
Supreme Court in relationship to the bills that were submitted.  Justice Gibbons noted that the bills are 
reviewed by the Judicial Council who makes recommendations to the Supreme Court.  The Supreme Court 
has ten bills that they are invested in and through the Legislature the Supreme Court looks for guidance and 
leadership on those particular bills.  Justice Gibbons reviewed the ten bills seeking any changes to the 
drafted language. 

AB-20 - Revises provisions governing judicial discipline. 
Justice Gibbons reported that he had received some communication from some members of the NJLJ 
indicating that they may want to change some of the language in this bill, specifically issues with some of 
the terms.  Judge Armstrong noted that he is alternate member of the judicial discipline commission and is 
therefore not aware of any issues with this bill.  Mr. John McCormick reported that he has been in 
communication with Judge Ann Zimmerman, Las Vegas Justice Court and noted that they may prepare an 
amendment to circulate amongst the limited jurisdiction judges before the bill’s initial hearing.  He noted 
that since the bill draft requests are bills now all changes will have to be done via an amendment once the 
legislative session starts and the bills start being heard. 

SB5 – Revises provisions relating to court rules of practice and procedure. 
Justice Gibbons reported that this bill will authorize the Supreme Court to adopt rules of criminal 
procedures.  He noted that Justices Douglas and Cherry have worked on the commission for years and once 
they retire Justice Hardesty will assume Chair of that Commission and Justice Stiglich and Justice-Elect 
Silver will be joining that committee as co-chairs. 

AB43 – Increases the number of district court judges in certain judicial districts. 
Justice Gibbons reported that Justice Hardesty is working with the Fourth Judicial District Court on their 
request for one new judge.  He noted that the new position is being supported by the local government and 
the request is going to be on the agenda for final endorsement at the next Elko County Commissioner’s 
meeting which is scheduled for Wednesday, December 5.  Justice Gibbons asked Chief Judges Bell and 
Freeman for an update regarding their request for new judges. 

Chief Judge Freeman reported that they are requesting one new family court judge.  He noted that they have 
met with the county commission manager and that he is in support of the proposal financially.  Chief Judge 
Freeman said, the next step is to go out and speak with each county commissioner before the end of the year 
and elicit their support. 
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Chief Judge Bell reported that the initial number of their analysis is what they needed however due to 
concerns raised by the Supreme Court and by the County they have reduced their request to eight.  The 
breakdown of the eight is seven for the family division as this is the most critical need and one criminal 
judge who will focus on homicides.  She noted that three of the new family court judges will replace 
existing hearing masters.  Chief Judge Bell stated that they plan to meet with the current county 
commissioners on an individual bases and should be able to report back to the Supreme Court by the end of 
the year. 

Justice Cherry noted that new legislation was submitted for Indigent Defense.  He reported that the bill for 
Indigent Defense was included in Governor Sandoval’s budget.  Justice Cherry noted that the committee has 
spent a lot of time crafting the legislation. 

Review Revised Judicial Education Procedures 
Mr. McCormick reviewed the changes to the judicial education procedures reporting the following: 

• Changes the annual required total of continuing education hours for judges from 12 to 13
acknowledging the additional substance abuse mental health credit.

• Requires sitting judges to attend at least one National Judicial College (NJC), National Council of
Juvenile and Family Court Judges (NCJFCJ), or Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC)
sponsored course from biannually to quadrennial (once every 4 years instead of every 2).

• It provides carry over credits that match the Continuing Board of Legal Education (CLE).  This will
allow for greater flexibility for judges.

• It clarifies the attendance requirements for reimbursement that you need to attend at least 75 percent
of the conference to get full reimbursement.

• It also updates the matrix that shows the required training to reflect the changes that were made in
the recent ADKT 251 Order regarding mandatory Ethics training.

JUDGE TOD YOUNG MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE REVISED JUDICIAL
EDUCATION POLICIES AS OUTLINED ABOVE.  THE MOTION WAS SECONDED
AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Victims’ Bill of Rights (Marsy’s Law) 
Ms. Robin Sweet reported on Marsy’s Law noting that within your meeting material is information on 
Marsy’s Law.  She noted that he attended a meeting held by the Governor’s Finance Office with the 
Governor’s Chief of Staff and several other finance departments to discuss this new law.  Ms. Sweet noted 
there is potential impacts with Parole and Probation (P&P) and Department of Corrections because 
restitution has to be paid first.  She stated that P&P collects a fee for a defendant to be on probation and now 
that fee has to go to restitution first so there is going to be a huge impact on their budget.  Ms. Sweet 
reported that several court administrators have mentioned that the biggest issue is how they handle 
restitution noting that some of the restitution goes to the district attorney, city attorney, or P&P so they are 
going to need proof that restitution has been paid before the fine or payment.  She noted that they are 
encouraging the courts to work with their criminal justice partners to figure out the process. 

Chief Judge Bell inquired about the effective date as there has been discussion among the courts in Clark 
County.  Ms. Sweet noted it is a constitution amendment so it is effective immediately. 

Justice Stiglich inquired about Victim Information and Notification Everyday (VINE) serving as the 
platform to include assisting with courts identifying if restitution has been paid.  Ms. Sweet reported that 
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changes to VINE are administrative assessment (AA) funded and Marsy’s Law may have an impact on AA 
fees which may affect any changes made to VINE.  Justice Stiglich recommended exploring the use of 
VINE.  Ms. Sweet shared some statistics noting that roughly 80 percent of the misdemeanor are traffic 
violations that should not have any restitution.  She noted that a review of our 30-37 Courts that are using 
our CourtView system reported they already collect restitution first.  Chief Judge Bell noted that this is 
going to have a significant impact on specialty courts.   

Reports of Standing Committees 

Court Administration Committee 
Ms. Sweet reported on the Court Administration Committee noting that the National Association of 
Court Managers is revising their Model Code of Conduct so once that has been revised the Court 
Administration Committee will look to revise their Model Code of Conduct.  She reported that the 
Court Administration Committee will be meeting in a few weeks and they will be discussing Marsy’s 
Law. 

Court Improvement Program 
Mr. McCormick reported that the Court Improvement Program (CIP) received its federal award 
amounts for fiscal year 2019.  He noted that CIP is continuing the implementation of the juvenile 
dependency mediation program with funds from the victims of crime grant.  Mr. McCormick reported 
that the Supreme Court has requested a budget enhancement to ensure sustainability of the juvenile 
dependency mediation program.  He informed members that CIP had their annual Community 
Improvement Council Summit in September and that it was well attended.  He reported that the federal 
government is working on change a few things such as focusing on the prevention rather than removal 
of the child and they are really pushing to get away from using congregate care. 

Judicial Education Committee 
Ms. Sweet noted that there is only $40K left in the elective education budget for the remainder of 
FY19. 

Language Access Committee 
Ms. Sweet reported that the language access committee updated the bench cards and courts can be 
expecting them in January.  She noted that the committee is currently working on language access 
posters for the courts. 

Specialty Court Funding Committee 
Chair Douglas reported on the specialty court funding committee noting that they had their annual 
conference in Reno on November 7-9, 2018.  Chair Douglas reported that the committee is currently 
working on reviewing best practices and standards.  He noted the next meeting is scheduled for 
December 14, 2018.  

Technology Committee 
No meeting to report. 
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Ad-Hoc Committee Reports 

Pre-Trial Release Committee 
Douglas, the biggest thing is the request to extend a pilot program as to pre-trial release and I will just 
say there are cases that are making their way to the Supreme Court as to pre-trial release based upon 
some of the US Supreme Court or federal district court/appellate court rulings.  So we will see how that 
shakes out. 

Reports of Regional Council Meetings 

Clark Regional Judicial Council 
Chief Judge Bell reported that since 2002 an administrative order has been in place that allows the jail 
to determine the release of defendants.  She stated in order for that to happen the jail has to apply as the 
order expires.  Chief Judge Bell noted that the jail did not apply this year so the court feels there is 
going to be an impact on pre-trial release.  Chief Judge Bell also reported on the gambling court noting 
that Judge Cheryl Moss is overseeing that court and she has two participants. 

North Central Judicial Council 
Judge Mike Montero noted that within the meeting materials are reports from the previous two 
meetings.  He said, they had a meeting on November 16, 2018, in Elko and it was well attended. 

Sierra Regional Council 
Judge Tod Young noted that they didn’t have a quorum at one of their meetings but other than that the 
meetings are well attended.   

South Central Regional Council 
Judge Steven Dobrescu reported that everything in the South Central Region is going well.  

Washoe Regional Council 
Chief Judge Freeman reported that the reports are within the meeting materials.  He recognized Vicki 
Elefante for her assistance with the regional meetings noting she coordinates the meetings, attends them 
and provides the meeting summary.  

Informational Materials 
Chief Justice Douglas noted that enclosed in the meeting material is the 2018 JCSN roster, 2019 calendar of 
meetings, Administrative Docket Status Report, and calendar of educational activities. 

Public Comment 
There was no public comment. 

With there being no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 2:19 p.m. 
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Business and Action Items 

• Update - 2019 Legislative Session

• Resolution to Support SB149
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Supreme Court of Nevada 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 

ROBIN SWEET  JOHN MCCORMICK
Director and Assistant Court Administrator 
State Court Administrator Judicial Programs and Services 

RICHARD A. STEFANI 
Deputy Director 

      Information Technology 

Supreme Court Building ♦  201 South Carson Street, Suite 250 ♦ Carson City, Nevada 89701 ♦ (775) 684-1700 · Fax (775) 684-1723 
Supreme Court Building ♦ 408 East Clark Avenue ♦ Las Vegas, Nevada 89101

DATE: March 11, 2019 

TO: Judicial Council Members 

FROM: Vicki Elefante, Court Analyst 

RE: Update - 2019 Legislative Session 

Below is a list of some of the bills the AOC is tracking during the 2019 Legislative Session.  To 
access the most current bill tracking information go to https://files.nv.gov.  The login information 
to access this site is:  Please note, the login information is case sensitive. 

USERNAME:  legislation 
PASSWORD:  2019@Session 

Supreme Court Bills 
 AB9 – Revises provisions governing justice courts.
 AB14 – Revises provisions governing court orders for protection when certain children

are involved.
 AB17 – Revises provisions governing bail in criminal cases.
 AB20 – Revises provisions governing judicial discipline.
 AB43 – Increases the number of district judges in certain judicial districts
 AB46 – Increases annual base salaries for certain justices and judges.
 SB5 – Revises provisions relating to court rules of practice and procedure.
 SB6 – Makes various changes relating to courts.
 SB20 – Revises provisions relating to guardianships.
 SB74 – Revises provisions governing eviction actions.

Other Bills of Interest 
a. AB53 – Revises provisions governing the issuance and revocation of drivers’ licenses,

instruction permits and privileges to drive by the Department of Motor Vehicles.
b. AB81 – Makes various changes relating to the oversight and provision of legal

representation of indigent defendants in criminal cases.
c. AB125 – Revises provisions governing bail in certain criminal cases.
d. AB203 – Revises provisions relating to bail in certain criminal cases.
e. AB211 – Makes various changes concerning domestic relations.
f. SB38 – Makes various changes relating to the practice of court reporting, the practice of

court recording and the practice of court transcribing.
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https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bill/5894/Overview
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https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bill/5953/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bill/6032/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bill/6169/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bill/6318/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bill/6327/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bill/5957/Overview


g. SB149 – Makes an appropriation to assist with the construction of a new courthouse in
White Pine County.

h. SB151 – Revises provisions related to certain proceedings concerning property.
i. SJR2 – Proposes an amendment to the Nevada Constitution that revises the provisions

governing appointments of judicial officers to fill vacancies.
j. SJR5 – Proposes to amend the Nevada Constitution to revise provisions relating to the

State Legislature.
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STEVE L. DOBRESCU 
DISTRICT JUDGE 

SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT 

DEPARTMENT 1 
801 CLARK STREET, SUITE No. 7 

ELY, NEVADA 89301 
PHONE: (775) 293-6550 FAX: (775) 289-1541 

MEMORANDUM 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

March 6, 2019 

Judicial Council of the State of Nevada 

Judge Steve Dobrescu

Support for Seventh Judicial District Court Resolution 

WHITE PINE, 
EUREKA, ANO LINCOLN COUNTIES 

STATE OF NEVADA 

Attached to this memo is a Resolution to support Senate Bill 149 which would assist White Pine 

County in the construction of a new justice facility in the Seventh Judicial District. White Pine 
County has some funding but not enough to construct a secure courthouse and sallyport/jail. 

The current facility that the District Court is housed in was built in 1906. Ely State Prison is in 
the Seventh Judicial District and houses the most dangerous and violent inmates in the State of 
Nevada. Inmates from Ely State Pri�on are regularly transported to the White Pine County 
Courthouse for court. In 2003, the Commission on Rural Courts issued a repo11 identifying 
security flaws due to the age and design of the White Pine Courthouse which negatively affects 
the ability of the District Judges to ensure a safe and secure environment. 

More importantly, the U.S. Marshall Service, in a 2007 facility survey, concluded that the White 
Pine County Courthouse "should no longer be used for any courthouse related matters". 

RECOMMENDATION 

JCSN support and approve the Resolution recommending that the Nevada Legislature pass
Senate Bill 149 (2019 Legislative Session) which makes an appropriation to assist with the 
construction of a new judicial facility in White Pine County. 
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JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 
RESOLUTION 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

WHEREAS, Ely State Prison is the designated maximum security prison for the 

State of Nevada where the most violent, dangerous inmates in the prison system are incarcerated; 

and 

WHEREAS, 75 percent of the inmates at Ely State Prison are from Clark County, 

and 17 percent are from Washoe County, Nevada; and 

WHEREAS, 6 of the 12 violent murders prosecuted in White Pine County since 

2000 occurred at Ely State Prison; and 

WHEREAS, 11 of the 19 attempted murders prosecuted in White Pine County 

since 2000 occurred at Ely State Prison; and 

WHEREAS, the District Judges of the Seventh Judicial District of Nevada are 

charged with presiding over litigation, both civil and criminal, arising out of Ely State Prison; and 

WHEREAS, inmates incarcerated at Ely State Prison are regularly transported to 

the White Pine County Courthouse to make appearances in District Court; and 

WHEREAS, the White Pine County Courthouse, built in 1906, has served the 

citizens of White Pine County for more than one hundred years; and 

WHEREAS, in 2003, the Commission on Rural Courts empaneled by the Judicial 

Council of the State of Nevada issued its Report and identified serious security flaws arising out 

of the age and design of the White Pine County Courthouse which negatively affects the ability of 

the District Judges to ensure a safe, secure environment for such prison litigation; and 

WHEREAS, in 2003, the Nevada Legislative empaneled the Criminal Justice 

System in Rural Nevada and Transitional Housing for Released Offenders (S.C.R. 32) Committee 
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who heard testimony, toured the White Pine County Courthouse, and expressed concern over the 

security flaws identified in the aged Courthouse, and further expressed concern over the District 

Judge’s ability to safely conduct and preside over prison litigation in the Courthouse; and 

WHEREAS, in 2007, the United States Marshals Service conducted a facility 

survey which concluded in part that the White Pine County Courthouse “should no longer be used 

for any courthouse related matters either civil or criminal”; and 

WHEREAS, the extreme need for a new court facility in White Pine County has 

clearly been shown; and 

WHEREAS, the County of White Pine has partial funding for the construction of 

a new justice facility; and 

WHEREAS, it is widely recognized across the State of Nevada that Judges of the 

Seventh Judicial District provide a vital service to all of the citizens of Nevada by presiding over 

cases arising out of Ely State Prison; 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved and recommended by the Judicial Council of 

the State of Nevada that the State of Nevada should recognize the critical need for a new justice 

facility in White Pine County and should further acknowledge the State’s moral responsibility to 

assist with this critical need; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED AND RECOMMENDED by the Judicial 

Council of the State of Nevada that the Nevada Legislature should pass Senate Bill 149 (2019 

Legislative Session) and appropriate sufficient monies to assist White Pine County in the 

construction of a new courthouse facility in White Pine County, Nevada. 

Passed, Adopted and Approved this _____ day of _______________, 2019. 

____________________________________ ___________________________________ 
Chief Justice Mark Gibbons  Attested to by: 
Chair, Judicial Council of the State of Nevada 
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Reports of Standing Committees 

• Court Administration Committee

• Court Improvement Program

• Judicial Education Committee

• Language Access Committee (No Meeting to Report)

• Specialty Court Funding Committee

• Technology Committee (No Meeting to Report)
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Supreme Court of Nevada 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 

ROBIN SWEET  JOHN MCCORMICK
Director and Assistant Court Administrator 
State Court Administrator Judicial Programs and Services 

RICHARD A. STEFANI 
Deputy Director 

Information Technology 

Supreme Court Building ♦  201 South Carson Street, Suite 250 ♦ Carson City, Nevada 89701 ♦ (775) 684-1700 · Fax (775) 684-1723
Supreme Court Building ♦ 408 E. Clark Avenue♦ Las Vegas, Nevada 89101 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 
"To unite and promote Nevada's judiciary as an equal, independent and effective branch of government. 

COURT ADMINISTRATION 
COMMITTEE REPORT

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

Robin Sweet, Chair Terri March, Vice-Chair Kathy Bennett  
Jackie Bryant   Derek Boyle  Maxine Cortes  
Patricia Galvin  Bernie Graham Steve Grierson  
Dana Hlavac  Kathy Ivey  Teresa Naranjo 
Nancy Kearns  Cindy Marshall Sue Sevon 
Karen Powell  Tanya Sceirine  Dexter Thomas 
Heidi Shaw  Randall Soderquist  Franklin Wilkerson 
Steve Tuttle  Anita Whitehead Bobbie Williams 

Bill Zihlmann 

Since the last report, the JCSN Court Administration Committee met on December 13, 2018. 

The enactment of Marsy’s Law on November 27, 2018 prompted a discussion of the various ways the courts 
furnish notification and collect and provide restitution. 

Chair Sweet provided an update to AB 207 (jury information), the DMV new Interlock process, and the 5-day 
compliance report. 

Chair Sweet discussed the Model Code of Conduct for Judicial Branch Employees. Vice-Chair March, Mr. 
Soderquist, and Ms. Williams agreed to sit on a subcommittee to review the ethics opinion and additions that 
NACM included in their recent revision. 

Chair Sweet noted that 177 bills were dropped by the Legislature already and she reviewed the 10 from the 
judiciary. 

Chair Sweet informed committee members of the dates for ICM Classes scheduled in 2019. She also noted the 
next NACM conference scheduled for summer 2019 in Las Vegas. 

The next meeting is scheduled for March 28, 2019, at 3:00 p.m. 
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Supreme Court of Nevada 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 

ROBIN SWEET  JOHN MCCORMICK
Director and Assistant Court Administrator 
State Court Administrator Judicial Programs and Services 

RICHARD A. STEFANI 
Deputy Director 

      Information Technology 

Supreme Court Building ♦  201 South Carson Street, Suite 250 ♦ Carson City, Nevada 89701 ♦ (775) 684-1700 · Fax (775) 684-1723 
Regional Justice Center ♦ 200 Lewis Avenue, 17th floor ♦ Las Vegas, Nevada 89101

JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 
"To unite and promote Nevada's judiciary as an equal, independent and effective branch of government." 

COURT IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM COMMITTEE REPORT
Prepared by:  Katherine Malzahn-Bass, CIP Coordinator 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

Justice Nancy M. Saitta, (Ret), Chair Judge Michael Montero 
Ross Armstrong Juvenile Master Kimberly Okezie 
Sharon Benson, Esq.  Buffy Jo Okuma, Esq. 
Steve Canavero, Ph.D.  Sheila Parks 
Katie Felesina, Esq.  Jennifer Rains, Esq. 
Jan Fragale  Judge Frank Sullivan 
Paula Hammack Robin Sweet 
Mary Herzik  Assemblyman Tyrone Thompson 
Chris Hicks, Esq. Erika Pike Turner, Esq. 
Amber Howell  Judge Egan Walker 
Judge Cynthia Lu Janice Wolf, Esq. 
Fran Maldonado Steven Wolfson, Esq. 
Jill Marano  Assemblyman Steve Yeager 
Court Master Andrew Mierins 

Since the last JCSN report dated November 11, 2018, the Court Improvement Program (CIP) has 
focused on three primary strategies: improving timeliness to permanency for children; increasing 
judicial, attorney, and stakeholder knowledge and expertise; and building systemic capacity through 
continual quality improvement (CQI) and data exchange.  CIP: 

• Completed, distributed, and explained the Statewide Quality Hearing Study which compared
2014 and 2017 findings. Parental engagement by the judiciary increased significantly over
time.  The breadth of discussion of discussion during hearings also significantly increased.
Additionally, there was a significant increase in oral reasonable effort and Indian Child
Welfare Act findings since 2014.  The study also identifies best practices that impact outcomes
for families and children.

• Continued to fully implement and expand the Statewide Juvenile Dependency Mediation
Program, JDMP, a joint project between CIP and the Division of Child and Family Services.
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• Facilitated a convening with the ABA Center for Children and the Law, Nevada Department of
Education, Washoe County Human Services Agency, Division of Child and Family Services,
and Dr. Alicia Summers to discuss surveying stakeholders regarding implementation of and
amendments needed to AB 491, training needs, state level communication between UNITY
and Infinite Campus about foster children, a statewide education, child welfare and the courts
convening, and development of education strategic plan.

• With nine judicial district judiciary, participated in the two-day federal Child and Family
Services Review results report and co-chaired meetings to develop a Program Improvement
Plan (PIP) to address Nevada’s lack of timeliness to permanency for children.

• Participated in the meetings of the Nevada Coalition to Prevent Sexual Exploitation of
Children, the Nevada Children’s Commission, the Nevada State Quality Improvement
Committee, the Indian Child Welfare, the weekly Federal CORE PIP Team, the Judicial
Subcommittee for the FFPSA Committee, and the Children’s Bureau’s weekly NV-CFSR
regularly scheduled meetings.

• Held the CIP Select Committee Quarterly Meeting focusing on implementing the Family First
Prevention Services Act and the Child and Family Services Review with the need to develop a
Program Improvement Plan. Judge Montero updated the Committee on the focus of the 6th

Judicial District’s Community Improvement Council.  Master Okezie updated the group on the
progress of the Statewide Court Order Template Project.

• Attended and participated in Community Improvement Council (CIC) meetings in the majority
of the judicial districts throughout the State, providing support and information to assist with
the implementation of their annual action plans developed during the 2018 CIC Summit.
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 
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Director and Assistant Court Administrator 
State Court Administrator Judicial Programs and Services 

RICHARD A. STEFANI 
Deputy Director 
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Supreme Court Building ♦  201 South Carson Street, Suite 250 ♦ Carson City, Nevada 89701 ♦ (775) 684-1700 · Fax (775) 684-1723 
Regional Justice Center ♦ 200 Lewis Avenue, 17th floor ♦ Las Vegas, Nevada 89101 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 
"To unite and promote Nevada's judiciary as an equal, independent and effective branch of 

government." 

JUDICIAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT
February 21, 2019 

Prepared by:  Anne-Marie Mayeaux, Administrative Assistant, Judicial Education 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 

Judge Elizabeth Gonzales, Chair  
Judge Teri Feasel 

Judge Bridget Robb  
Judge Kevin Higgins 
Judge Cedric Kerns  

Judge Kimberley Wanker (not in attendance) 

The Education Committee of the Judicial Council of the State of Nevada, since the last JCSN meeting: 
• Received a report from the AOC on the state of the elective education budget as of February 14,

2019. The remaining balance is $32,972.00.
• The committee voted to allow the AOC to approve expenditure requests (ER) within guidelines

established by the committee for: 
o State Bar Annual Meeting (Vail, CO, June 27 - 29, 2019) up to $1500 per judge for the

first 15 judges to submit an ER.
o American Judges Association Annual Conference (Chicago, IL, September 15 - 19, 2019)

up to $2000 cap per judge.
o Court Technology Conference (New Orleans, LA, September 10 – 12, 2019) up to $2000

cap for no more than two judges or one judge and one court staffer from each court.
• Terms of the current committee members

o Some members have served for extended period, and their time served will end once
replacements are decided upon.

o Replacement suggestions need to be sent to David Gordon by end of day February 22,
2019
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o David Gordon’s suggested the following replacements: 
 Judge John Schlegelmilch to serve representing the urban area
 Judge Barbara McCarthy to serve representing the north area
 Judge Diana Sullivan to serve representing the south area


• No discussion on future agenda items
• Next meeting will commence on Thursday June 13, 2019 at noon.
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 

ROBIN SWEET  JOHN MCCORMICK
Director and Assistant Court Administrator 
State Court Administrator Judicial Programs and Services 

RICHARD A. STEFANI 
Deputy Director 
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Supreme Court Building ♦ 408 East Clark Avenue ♦ Las Vegas, Nevada 89101

JUDICAL COUNCIL OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 
“To unite and promote Nevada’s judiciary as an equal, independent and effective branch of government” 

SPECIALTY COURT FUNDING COMMITTEE REPORT 
Specialty Court Funding Committee Meeting of December 14, 2018 

Prepared by Linda Aguire, Specialty Court Coordinator 

Chief Justice Michael Douglas, Chair Justice Stephen Bishop Judge Cynthia Lu 
Justice Mark Gibbons, Vice-Chair  Senior Judge Peter Breen Judge Douglas Hedger 
Judge Tom Armstrong Judge Max Bunch  Judge Dorothy Nash Holmes 
Judge Tim Atkins Judge Steven Dobrescu Judge Michael Montero 
Senior Judge Archie Blake  Judge Elizabeth Gonzalez Judge Chris Wilson 

Judge Ann Zimmerman 

 The Specialty Court Funding Committee met on Friday, December 14, 2018, to allocate the available
fee funding of $5.4M for fiscal year 2020.  The allocation awarded to each region and it respective
programs was the same as in FY19 the Clark region received ($3,450,799), the Washoe region
received ($1,034,036), and the Rural region received ($757,989). This allocation includes a funding
in the amount of $111,894 for training and/or redistribution for fiscal year 2020.

 During the Specialty Court Conference the Best Practices and Standards Subcommittee met to
finalize the draft document.  The Subcommittee approved the draft with modifications. The final
document was presented at the December 14, 2019, Specialty Court Funding Committee meeting and
was approved as presented.  The document was sent to all courts and is available on the web at
https://nvcourts.gov/AOC/Templates/documents.aspx?folderID=8973 “Best Practices and Standards
adopted 12-14-18.” 

 Applications for FY 20 general funds are due, Friday March 15, 2019, and will be reviewed at the
next Specialty Court Funding Committee meeting.

 The Specialty Court Funding Committee approved funding for the upcoming NADCP conference
being held at National Harbor on July 14 to 17, 2019.  The Committee has approved eight participants
to attend the five day event.

 The next meeting of the Specialty Court Funding Committee is scheduled for Friday, May
24, 2019, at 1:00 p.m.
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Reports of Regional Council Meetings 

• Clark Regional Judicial Council

• North Central Judicial Council

• Sierra Regional Council

• South Central Regional Council

• Washoe Regional Council (Meeting scheduled for March 20, 2019)
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 

ROBIN SWEET JOHN MCCORMICK 
Director and Assistant Court Administrator 
State Court Administrator Judicial Programs and Services 

RICHARD A. STEFANI 
Deputy Director 

Information Technology

Supreme Court Building ♦  201 South Carson Street, Suite 250 ♦ Carson City, Nevada 89701 ♦ (775) 684-1700 · Fax (775) 684-1723 
Regional Justice Center ♦ 200 Lewis Avenue, 17th floor ♦ Las Vegas, Nevada 89101 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 
"To unite and promote Nevada's judiciary as an equal, independent and effective branch of 

government." 

MEETING SUMMARY 

CLARK REGIONAL JUDICIAL COUNCIL MEETING PLACE AND TIME: 
Regional Justice Center 

200 Lewis Avenue 
10th Floor Conference Room 

Thursday, March 7, 2019 at 12:00 p.m. 

I. PARTICIPANTS PRESENT
Chief Judge Linda Bell
Judge Cheryl Moss
Judge David Gibson
Judge Cynthia Giuliani
Court Administrator Steve Grierson
Court Administrator Derek Boyle

Excused:
Judge Natalie Tyrrell

AOC Staff: Hans Jessup

II. CALL TO ORDER
Chair, Chief Judge Bell called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m.

III. APPROVAL OF MEETING SUMMARY FOR MAY 24, 2018.
Chair, Chief Judge Bell asked members present if they had read the minutes and if they
had any changes to them.  Judge Giuliani motioned to approve the minutes.  The motion
was seconded by Judge Gibson.  The meeting summary for May 24, 2018 was approved.

Page 21 of 61

DRAFT



IV. DISCUSSION ITEMS
A. MAS External Audits

Chair, Chief Judge Bell asked Mr. Jessup to update the members on the MAS
external audits.  Mr. Jessup referenced the agenda materials and indicated that the
State Court Auditor, Staci Anderson wished to remind courts in Group 2 that they
were to undergo an external and independent audit during calendar year 2019.
The audit report and responses were to be sent to the State Court Auditor’s Office.
Additionally, members were told of the new FTP server that courts could utilize
to transfer documents to the State Court Auditor.  Courts should contact the State
Court Auditor for username and passwords.

B. Legislative Update
Chair, Chief Judge Bell discussed how courts were meeting regularly to discuss
ongoing legislation. Chair, Chief Judge Bell discussed legislation that would add
6 family court judicial positions. Chief Judge Bell asked if there was any
additional legislation that should be discussed.

Mr. Jessup indicated that during the Indigent Defense Commission meeting
Assembly Bill 81 (AB81) was discussed.  Mr. Jessup indicated the AB81
discussed the creation of a permanent Indigent Defense Commission, which
would oversee the indigent defense services across the state in consultation with
County Commissioners.

Judge Moss asked for clarification on the number of Judges to be added to the
Eighth Judicial District Court.  Chair, Chief Judge Bell clarified that a total of six
family court positions would be added, three for dependency, and three regular
family court judges.

C. New Business
Chair, Chief Judge Bell discussed the recent changes to Nevada Rules for Civil
Procedure (NRCP).  Chair, Chief Judge Bell indicated that there were challenges
with the automatic acceptance and service of documents.  Chair, Chief Judge Bell
indicated that some documents are not properly being filed and will need to be
stricken by the court and refiled.  Chair, Chief Judge Bell indicated that the Eighth
Judicial District Court cannot comply with the provisions involving service to all
parties.  This is due to the challenge that some documents are filed under seal and
should not be accessible to all parties, including members of the media and other
interested parties that can be added to the case.

Judge Moss indicated concern over the accuracy of the data entry on documents
filed with the court.  Judge Moss indicated that documents were being filed with
the wrong caption or title.  Chair, Chief Judge Bell indicated the accuracy is a
result of the party who files the action incorrectly and if it is improper the court
should strike the pleading and have it refiled or corrected. Judge Moss indicated
that clerks previously would not accept documents filed improperly.  Chair, Chief
Judge Bell clarified that the Clerk’s Office could no longer reject documents, but
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the court could strike improperly filed documents and ask that they be refiled 
properly. 

Chair, Chief Judge Bell asked for the NRCP changes be included on future 
agenda’s.  

Chair, Chief Judge Bell asked member present if there was any additional new 
business needed to be discussed.  No new business was proffered. 

V. FUTURE MEETINGS
A. May 30
B. September 19
C. November 14

V. ADJOURNMENT
Chair, Chief Judge Bell adjourned the meeting at 12:18 p.m.
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Supreme Court of Nevada 

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 

ROBIN SWEET  JOHN MCCORMICK 
Director and Assistant Court Administrator 
State Court Administrator Judicial Programs and Services 

RICHARD A. STEFANI 
Deputy Director 

      Information Technology 

Supreme Court Building   201 South Carson Street, Suite 250  Carson City, Nevada 89701  (775) 684-1700 · Fax (775) 684-1723 

Supreme Court Building  408 East Clark Avenue  Las Vegas, Nevada 89101 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 
"To unite and promote Nevada's judiciary as an equal, independent and effective branch of 

government." 

SUMMARY 

NORTH CENTRAL REGIONAL JUDICIAL COUNCIL MEETING 
Friday, November 16, 2018 

Elko, NV 
10:00 a.m. (PST) 

(Prepared by Jamie Gradick) 

Attendees: 

Judge Michael Montero, Chair 

Judge Max Bunch 
Judge Teri Feasel  
Ms. Denise Fortune 
Judge Elias Goicoechea 
Mr. Jim Loveless 
Senior Judge Barbara Nethery 
Judge Letty Norcutt 
Judge Nancy Porter 
Judge Karen Stephens 

AOC Staff Present: 

Jamie Gradick, Rural Courts Coordinator 

I. Call to Order
 Judge Montero, as chair, called the meeting to order at 10:10 am and welcomed the

attendees.
 A quorum was present.
 Attendees introduced themselves and welcomed incoming members, Jim Loveless and

Denise Fortune.

II. Approval of Previous Meeting Summary
 The May 25, 2018 (pending a correction) and August 24, 2018 meeting summaries were

approved.

Page 24 of 61



III. Business, Action, and Discussion Items
 AOC Updates/Reminders

 Ms. Gradick informed attendees that Sheri LeTourneau retired from Judicial Education in
July and Leyco Rivas has been promoted to the conference planner position. The new 
Judicial Education administrative assistant is Anne Marie Mayeaux.  

 For the benefit of the newly-elected members, Ms. Gradick provided a brief overview of 
the Administrative Office of the Courts and the services/resources it provides. 
 Attendees briefly discussed AOC and court program funding sources; concern was

expressed regarding the loss of funding for programs and county revenue should
traffic move from criminal to civil.

 Additional Judge for Fourth Judicial District
 Judge Nancy Porter asked the Council for its formal support of the Nevada Supreme

Court’s efforts (via bill draft request) to add a third judge to the Forth Judicial District. 
 Judge Porter provided a brief presentation on current workloads in the 4th Judicial District 

and discussed the need for the additional judge. 
 The local population has increased 109% since the last judge position was added in

1988.
 Currently, Judge Porter and Judge Kacin are each hearing 30-35 cases a week.
 The addition and operation of specialty court programs require  significant resources

and time.
 The increasing number of self-represented clients requires more work from the bench.
 New legislation and changes to current laws will require more court resources and

time.
 Currently, the measure has the support of the District Judges Association, the Elko

County Bar, and Justice Hardesty has been involved in presentations and discussions
on the need for the additional judge.

 Should the effort be successful, a Committee will be established to address issues of
resources and logistics.

 Attendees briefly discussed the information presented. 
 Defendants are sitting in jail for months as they wait for arraignment.
 Judges are experiencing decisional exhaustion with such heavy workloads.
 The public is not being adequately served; this has become an access to justice

issue.
 Some cases are being filed in adjoining counties since the caseloads and wait

times are so long in Elko County.
 The current caseloads in the district court place stress on the justice courts in Elko

County as well.
 Judge Teri Feasel made a motion that, based upon the facts presented,  the North Central 

Regional Judicial Council support the addition of a third district court judge to serve the 
Fourth Judicial District. 

 Judge Max Bunch seconded the motion. 
 Council members in attendance unanimously approved the motion. 

 Bond Exoneration Upon Filing Appeal
 Judge Feasel asked attendees for input on how to handle bonds if the defendant is 

convicted and intends to appeal; should the bond be exonerated or sent to the district 
court? 
 Attendees discussed whether to carry the bond as posted until there is a resolution. A
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comment was made that the bond should be exonerated if the appeal has not been 
filed; there is no guarantee that the defendant will file an appeal just become he/she 
says he/she intends to do so.  

 Attendees discussed the possibility of sending the bond on and letting the district
court send it back along with any “guidance” as necessary.

 Commission/Committee Updates
 Judge Montero provided attendees with a brief overview of the recent Specialty Court

Conference in Sparks, NV. 
 Committee to Study Evidence-Based pretrial Release 

 Attendees briefly discussed “Marsy’s Law” and how it will affect pretrial release and
bail decisions. Attendees also discussed how to balance a victim’s right to speedy trial
with the defendant’s rights.

 Ms. Gradick informed attendees that the Committee recently submitted a grant for
technical assistance to the Arnold Foundation.

 2019 Legislative Session Committee 
 Attendees briefly discussed the Nevada Supreme Court bill draft requests (please see

meeting materials for list); Vicki Elefante, John McCormick, and Ben Graham will be
handling the legislative session for the Nevada Supreme Court.

 Informational Documents
 Attendees were provided with a copy of the AOC Judicial Education Calendar as it

appears on the AOC’s website. 
 Other Items/Discussion

 Judge Montero and Ms. Gradick provided the incoming judges with a brief overview of
the Judicial Council of the State of Nevada’s structure and purpose.  

 Judge Feasel asked attendees for input on ignition interlock orders and the new law as of 
October 1. 
 Some courts have heard of installation issues and others have had orders returned

from the DMV for no date of birth or driver’s license information.
 Brief discussion was held regarding exceptions to the law and when they can be

applied.
 Attendees discussed whether the law applies to offenses committee prior to October

1; the language of the bill is silent on this.
 Attendees discussed recent community service participation. 

 Judge Montero spoke with classes the community college and gave a courthouse tour
to local special education students.

IV. Future Meetings
 North Central Regional Judicial Council: Friday, February 22, 2019 at 10:00 am (PST) in

Winnemucca.
 Judicial Council of the State of Nevada: Friday, November 30, 2018 at 1:30 pm;

videoconference.
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Deputy Director 
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JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

"To unite and promote Nevada's judiciary as an equal, independent and effective branch of government." 

SUMMARY 

SIERRA REGIONAL JUDICIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

Friday, January 25, 2019 

Adele’s Restaurant 

Carson City 

12:00 noon 
(Prepared by Jamie Gradick) 

Attendees Present:

Judge Nathan T. Young, Chair
Ms. Maxine Cortes

Judge Cheri Emm-Smith

Judge Michael Gibbons

Judge Tom Gregory
Judge Eileen Herrington

Sr. Judge Ed Johnson

Judge Cassandra Jones

Judge Kristin Luis
Judge John Schlegelmilch

Judge Alan Tiras

Judge Camille Vecchiarelli

Ms. Bobbie Williams
Judge Jim Wilson

Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) Staff Present: 

Jamie Gradick, Rural Courts Coordinator 

I. Call to Order

 Judge Young, as chair, called the meeting to order at 12:10 pm.

II. Determination of Quorum

 A quorum was present.

III. Approval of Meeting Summaries
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 Attendees approved the summary from the October 12, 2018 meeting.

IV. Business, Action, and Discussion Items

 AOC Updates

 Ms. Gradick reminded attendees that the Joint Technology Committee has released two
new resources for courts. 
 One resource presents guidelines for dealing with personal information and the

second offers tips for increasing a court’s online presence and accessibility.
 An email containing links to these resources was distributed to courts in November;

many attendees never received the email. Ms. Gradick will resend this to the group.
 Ms. Gradick reminded attendees that the AOC distributed a “poster” 

version of the Victims’ Bill of Rights (Marsy’s Law) for courts to either post in their 
facilities or distribute to the public as necessary.  
 Attendees discussed the possibility of having this translated into Spanish. The AOC is

working on this; Ms. Gradick will distribute it once it is ready.

 Marsy’s Law Discussion

 Judge Young provided attendees with a brief overview of the Victims’ Bill of Rights 

(Marsy’s Law) and asked for thoughts/concerns regarding the law.

 Attendees briefly discussed posting procedures; most courts have posted the notice in the

public areas and some are handing out copies to the public as requested. 

 Attendees discussed the restitution demands of the law. 

 Does this mean that P&P cannot collect fees before restitution has been paid?

Attendees discussed the proper order of fine/fee collection under the new law.

 Attendees discussed the impact of this requirement on justice courts and possible

impacts to administrative assessment, facility fees collection, etc.

 Attendees discussed tracking and reporting restitution payments; concern was 

expressed regarding a lack of uniform, concise procedures for this.

 Attendees discussed processes for collection; some courts have set-up the case

management systems to do this but the function is limited.

 Attendees discussed jurisdictional concerns and what to do when the court does not

have jurisdiction over the case long enough to fully collect.

 Attendees discussed the need to balance victims’’ rights with defendants’ rights. 

 Judge Young suggested the judge weigh both sides, make findings of fact, and put it

all on the record.

 Concern was expressed that the victim’s right to a speedy trial could be used a tool by

prosecutors to set an earlier trial date; it may not always stem from the victim’s

wishes.

 A comment was made that victim status in only alleged until adjudication.

 Attendees questioned whether the court needs to require proof that a victim has been 

notified and who is responsible for what parts of this process. 

 The district attorney should notify victims of happenings in the case, but does the DA

also need to notify the court that the victim has received notice?

 Attendees discussed potential impact on bail and whether victims must be notified of bail 

and release decisions as well. 

 How does this affect the NPRA and the Pretrial Risk-Assessment Committee’s work?

 The NPRA tool was designed to consider public safety so does that already meet the

requirements of the law?

 Community Service Reports/Updates
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 Ms. Cortes reported that Judge Armstrong gave a presentation at the Brewery Arts Center 

regarding “Mental Health in the Justice System.” The date was January 8, 2019. 

 Judge Young participated in the China Springs Youth Camp graduation and recently 

participated in a service club question and answer session. 

 Judge Gregory provided a CLE presentation for NALS. 

 Judge Wilson participated in the Eagle Scout review board. 

 Judge Schlegelmilch and Judge Herrington both participated in Christmas “Parade of 

Lights” event. 

 Judge Emm-Smith acted as moderator at an Indian Law program event. 

 Judge Vecchiarelli participated in “Career Day” at the local elementary school. 

 Informational Documents

 The latest judicial education calendar is available via the AOC website and was included 

in the emailed meeting materials. 

V. Future Meetings

 The next Sierra Regional Judicial Council meeting will be held April 19, 2019 at noon in

Carson City, NV.

 The next Judicial Council of the State of Nevada meeting will be on Friday, March 15, 2019

at 1:30 p.m. via videoconference.

VI. Adjournment

 Judge Young adjourned the meeting at 12:50 pm.
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JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 

"To unite and promote Nevada's judiciary as an equal, independent and effective branch of 

government." 

SUMMARY 

SOUTH CENTRAL REGIONAL JUDICIAL COUNCIL MEETING 

Monday, January 14, 2019 
Aliante Casino and Hotel 

North Las Vegas, NV 

3:00 p.m. 

(Prepared by Jamie Gradick) 

Judges Present: 

Judge William “Gus” Sullivan, Co-Chair 

Judge Stephen Bishop 
Judge Mike Cowley 

Judge Kent Jasperson 

Judge Danielle Johnson 

Judge Jennifer Klapper 

Nevada Supreme Court Staff Present: 

Jamie Gradick, Rural Courts Coordinator 

Kareen Prentice, Court Interpreter Program Coordinator 
Shanna Pritchett, Law Library 

I. Judge Sullivan called the meeting to order at 3:05 p.m.

II. A quorum was not present.

III. Approval of the February 12, 2018 and June 18, 2018 meeting summaries was tabled for the next

meeting.

IV. Business, Action, and Discussion Items

 AOC Updates

- Ms. Gradick introduced Ms. Kareen Prentice, the AOC’s Language Access Program

Coordinator, and Ms. Shanna Pritchett with the Nevada Supreme Court’s Law Library.

- Ms. Gradick reminded attendees that the Joint Technology Committee has released two
new resources for courts.
 One resource presents guidelines for dealing with personal information and the
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second offers tips for increasing a court’s online presence and accessibility. 
 An email containing links to these resources was distributed to courts in November;

please let Ms. Gradick know if you need the links again.
- Ms. Gradick reminded attendees that the AOC distributed a “poster”

version of the Victims’ Bill of Rights (Marsy’s Law) for courts to either post in their
facilities or distribute to the public as necessary.
 Attendees discussed the possibility of having this translated into Spanish; Ms.

Prentice and Ms. Gradick will look into this.

 Informational Documents

- Attendees were provided with a copy of the judicial education calendar as it appears on

the AOC’s website.

 Other/Discussion

- Judge Bishop informed attendees that he has experienced issues with law enforcement

citing into other jurisdictions; in some instance, law enforcement is citing into

courts/counties that are not even adjacent to the jurisdiction in which the infraction

occurs.

 This continues to happen in the region; attendees briefly discussed statutory authority.

 A comment was made that not only does this negatively affect the courts but it can

also place an undue burden on the defendant.

- Attendees briefly discussed Nevada Highway Patrol allowing its officers to live outside

of the jurisdiction/area to which he/she is assigned.

- Attendees expressed concern with the new ignition interlock law and discussed various

inconsistencies and vague areas in the law.

 Judge Bishop commented that there is no concise answer as to whether judges should

be ordering interlock devices for drug DUIs.

 Judge Cowley commented that administrative side and criminal side of this law

conflict with one another.

 Attendees expressed concern with the DMV’s processes; several times, the DMV has

returned orders for various reasons.

 A comment was made that the DMV is “overstepping” by dictating court actions

without considering court obligations, resources, or the court process. The rural courts

are particularly vulnerable and lack the resources to “push back” on the DMV.

 Attendees discussed where to send defendants when there are no interlock vendors

close by and whether defendants can be sent out-of-state for a interlock installation.

 Judge Cowley asked for input on how to handle out-of-state defendants; the court can

order an interlock but when the defendant returns home, that state may not enforce

the order because it does not require interlocks.

 Attendees discussed the degree of specificity required for interlock orders; again, the

law’s language is vague in this area.

- Judge Cowley asked attendees for input on whether other courts have evaluations and job

descriptions for staff and, if so, how often are these updated

 Most judges use the descriptions and documents available through their respective

counties but some have examples they are willing to share if need be.

V. Future Meetings

 The next South Central Regional Judicial Council meeting will be June 17, 2019 in Sparks,

NV.
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 The next Judicial Council of the State of Nevada meeting will be on Friday, March 15, 2019

at 1:30 p.m. via videoconference.

VI. The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 p.m.
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Information Materials 

• 2019 JCSN Roster and 2019 JCSN Calendar

• Administrative Docket Status Report

• Calendar of Educational Activities
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Revised 03/11/19 

JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 
"To unite and promote Nevada's judiciary as an equal, independent and effective branch of government." 

2019 ROSTER 

REGION TERM 
Chief Justice Mark Gibbons, Chair Supreme Court 1/2/19 – 12/31/19 
Justice Kristina Pickering, Vice-Chair Supreme Court 1/2/19 – 12/31/19 
VACANT Court of Appeals 1/2/19 – 12/31/20 
Chief Judge Linda Bell Chair, Chief Judge, Eighth Judicial District Court 

Civil/Criminal Division 
Clark 7/1/18 – 6/30/20 

Jackie Bryant* Court Administrator, Second Judicial District Court Washoe N/A 
Judge Steve Dobrescu Seventh Judicial District Court South Central 1/2/19 – 12/31/21 
Chief Judge Scott Freeman Chair, Chief Judge, Second Judicial District Court Washoe 11/17/17 – 12/31/19 
Chief Judge David Gibson Henderson Justice Court Clark 7/20/17 – 12/31/19 
Judge Cynthia Giuliani Eighth Judicial District Court, Family Division Clark 1/3/17 – 12/31/19 
Judge Elias “Choch” Goicoechea Elko Justice Court North Central 1/2/18 – 12/31/20 
Steven Grierson* Court Administrator, Eighth Judicial District Court Clark N/A 
Judge Eileen Herrington Virginia City Justice Court Sierra 1/8/19 – 12/31/19 
Judge Kevin Higgins Sparks Justice Court Washoe 1/3/17 – 12/31/19 
Judge Barbara McCarthy Sparks Municipal Court Washoe 1/3/17 – 12/31/19 
Judge Michael Montero Sixth Judicial District Court North Central 1/2/18 – 12/31/20 
Judge Bridget Robb* President, Nevada District Judges Association 5/18 – 5/19 
Judge Gus Sullivan Beatty Justice Court South Central 1/2/18 – 12/31/20 
Robin Sweet* State Court Administrator N/A 
Judge Natalie Tyrrell North Las Vegas Justice Court Clark 1/2/18 – 12/31/20 
Judge Michael Villani Eighth Judicial District Court, Civil/Criminal Division Clark 1/3/17 – 12/31/19 
Judge Nathan T. Young Chair, Ninth Judicial District Court Sierra 1/3/17 – 12/31/19 
Judge Camille Vecchiarelli* President, Nevada Judges of Limited Jurisdiction 1/22/19 – 1/31/20 

* Ex-Officio Members
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JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF THE STATE OF NEVADA 
2019 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 

Revised January 9, 2019 

REGIONAL MEETINGS FULL COUNCIL 

JANUARY 2019 
1/14, Monday, South Central – 3:00 p.m., North Las Vegas 
1/25, Friday, Sierra – 12:00 noon, Carson City 

FEBRUARY 2019 
2/22, Friday, North Central – 10:00 a.m., Winnemucca 

MARCH 2019 
3/7, Thursday, Clark – 12:00 noon, RJC, 10th Floor, Room 200 
3/20, Wednesday, Washoe – 12:00 noon, Reno 

MARCH 2019 
3/15, Friday, 1:30 p.m. 
Video-Conference 
Locations: 
 Carson City – Supreme Court, AOC Conference Room
 Las Vegas – Supreme Court, Conference Room A/B
 Reno – Second Judicial District Court
 Winnemucca – Sixth Judicial District Court
 Ely – Seventh Judicial District Court

APRIL 2019 
4/19, Friday, Sierra – 12:00 noon, Carson City 

MAY 2019 
5/22, Wednesday, Washoe – 12:00 noon, Reno 
5/24, Friday, North Central – 10:00 a.m., West Wendover 
5/30, Thursday, Clark – 12:00 noon, RJC, 10th Floor, Room 200 

JUNE 2019 
6/17, Monday, South Central – 3:00 p.m., Sparks 

JUNE 2019 
6/7, Friday, 1:30 p.m. 
Video-Conference 
Locations: 
 Carson City – Supreme Court, AOC Conference Room
 Las Vegas – Supreme Court, Conference Room A/B
 Reno – Second Judicial District Court
 Winnemucca – Sixth Judicial District Court
 Ely – Seventh Judicial District Court

JULY 2019 
7/26, Friday, Sierra – 12:00 noon, Carson City 

AUGUST 2019 
8/23, Friday, North Central – 10:00 a.m., Carlin 
8/28, Wednesday, Washoe – 12:00 noon, Reno 

SEPTEMBER 2019 
9/9, Thursday, Clark – 12:00 noon, RJC, 10th Floor, Room 200 

SEPTEMBER 2019 
9/27, Friday, 1:30 p.m. 
Video-Conference 
Locations: 
 Carson City – Supreme Court, AOC Conference Room
 Las Vegas – Supreme Court, Conference Room A/B
 Reno – Second Judicial District Court
 Winnemucca – Sixth Judicial District Court
 Ely – Seventh Judicial District Court

OCTOBER 2019 
10/18, Friday, Sierra – 12:00 noon, Carson City 

NOVEMBER 2019 
11/14, Thursday, Clark – 12:00 noon, RJC, 10th Floor, Room 200 
11/20, Wednesday, Washoe – 12:00 noon, Reno 
11/22, Friday, North Central – 10:00 a.m., Battle Mountain 

NOVEMBER 2019 
11/22, Friday, 1:30 p.m. 
Video-Conference 
Locations: 
 Carson City – Supreme Court, AOC Conference Room
 Las Vegas – Supreme Court, Conference Room A/B
 Reno – Second Judicial District Court
 Winnemucca – Sixth Judicial District Court
 Ely – Seventh Judicial District Court
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Judicial Education
Opportunities

Supreme Court of Nevada, Administrative Office of the Courts, 201 South Carson Street, Suite 250, Carson City, NV 89701 
Phone: (775) 687-9858  Fax: (775) 687-9850  E-mail: judicialed@nvcourts.nv.gov 

Nevada District Court Judges 2019 
Annual Seminar 

Reno, NV Leyco Rivas 
(775) 687‐9858
lrivas@nvcourts.nv.gov

Nevada Limited JurisdicƟon  
Judges 2019 Summer Seminar 

Sparks, NV Leyco Rivas 
(775) 687‐9858
lrivas@nvcourts.nv.gov

State Bar of Nevada Annual  
Conference 

Vail, CO www.nvbar.org 

NV ICM ‐ Accountability & Court  
Performance 
(hƩps://bit.ly/2MHtMHK) 

Las Vegas, NV Evie Lancaster 
(775) 687‐9855
elancaster@nvcourts.nv.gov

American Judges AssociaƟon 2019 
Annual Conference 

Chicago, IL hƩp://aja.ncsc.dni.us/ 

Future Education Programs 
To view a current program calendar and programs open for registration, please view our website at www.nevadajudiciary.us/
index.php/judicialeducation.  Please call or email the program contact for more information.            Effective: 11/14/18 

Dates Program Location Program Contact 

These dates are provided to assist you with long-range planning, but should not be used to finalize travel plans. 
Please do not make travel arrangements until you have received an informational brochure or have an approved 
expenditure request. 
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Judicial Education
Opportunities

Supreme Court of Nevada, Administrative Office of the Courts, 201 South Carson Street, Suite 250, Carson City, NV 89701 
Phone: (775) 687-9858  Fax: (775) 687-9850  E-mail: judicialed@nvcourts.nv.gov 

Supreme Court of Nevada, Administrative Office of the Courts, 201 South Carson Street, Suite 250, Carson City, NV 89701 
Phone: (775) 687-9858  Fax: (775) 687-9850  E-mail: judicialed@nvcourts.nv.gov 

2018 Nevada Uniform System for Judicial Records 
hƩps://bit.ly/2zrgYQN 

Evie Lancaster 
(775) 687‐9855
elancaster@nvcourts.nv.gov

2018 Nevada Interlock Laws and Procedures 
hƩps://bit.ly/2PvExNX 

Evie Lancaster 
(775) 687‐9855
elancaster@nvcourts.nv.gov

2018 Minimum AccounƟng Standards V3.1 Updates  
hƩp://bit.ly/18MASV3‐1 

Evie Lancaster 
(775) 687‐9855
elancaster@nvcourts.nv.gov

2018 Minimum AccounƟng Standards Independent Auditor 
Training  
hƩp://bit.ly/18MASIA 

Evie Lancaster 
(775) 687‐9855
elancaster@nvcourts.nv.gov

2017 Nevada LegislaƟve Review 
hƩp://bit.ly/17NLR1 

Evie Lancaster 
(775) 687‐9855
elancaster@nvcourts.nv.gov

2017 Ethics in Courtroom for Court Interpreters 
hƩp://bit.ly/17ECCI 

Evie Lancaster 
(775) 687‐9855
elancaster@nvcourts.nv.gov

2017 Maintaining the Integrity of Criminal Records  
hƩp://bit.ly/17MICR 

Evie Lancaster 
(775) 687‐9855
elancaster@nvcourts.nv.gov

2017 Understanding  and PrevenƟng Vicarious Trauma and 
Compassion FaƟgue in the Court Community 
hƩp://bit.ly/17UPVTCFCC 

Evie Lancaster 
(775) 687‐9855
elancaster@nvcourts.nv.gov

2017 Substance Abuse in the Court Community  
hƩp://bit.ly/17SAICC 

Evie Lancaster 
(775) 687‐9855
elancaster@nvcourts.nv.gov

2018 Weapons of Mass DistracƟon: Strategies For Countering 
the Paper Terrorism of Sovereign CiƟzens 
hƩps://bit.ly/2C2nUFr 

Evie Lancaster 
(775) 687‐9855
elancaster@nvcourts.nv.gov

For a full catalog of online learning visit Distance Education Program (http://dep.nvcourtsdistanceed.com/) 

Online Distance Education Courses

Date Program Program Contact 
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