


C
O

U
R

T
R

O
O

M
 T

E
R

M
S

A
TTO

R
N

EY
A

TTO
R

N
E

Y
=

 Technically m
eans an agent or substitute, or one w

ho is appointed and 
authorize to act on behalf of another; in com

m
on usage, the term

 refers to a law
yer, attorney 

at law
 or counsel; w

hen a pow
er of attorney is given to a non-law

yer, the person receiving
the pow

er of attorney is an attorney in fact.
A law

yer w
ho represents a party in a law

suit, and w
hose nam

e appears on the pleadings and 
in the official court records, is know

n as the
attorney of record.

B
A

IL
B

A
IL

=
M

oney or other security (such as a bail bond) provided to the court to tem
porarily

allow
 a person’s release from

 jail and assure his or her appearance in court.  Bail and Bond
are often use interchangeably.
B

A
IL FO

R
FEITU

R
E

B
ail F

orfeiture =
 Bail that is kept by the court as a result of not follow

ing a court order. 
B

A
ILIFF

B
A

IL
IFF

=
A courtroom

 clerk or attendant, w
hose duties include keeping order in the 

courtroom
 and m

aintaining custody of the jury. 
B

A
R

B
A

R
 =

 The railing in front of the bench, w
here the attorneys argue. Also refers to attorneys 

collectively, as in a m
em

ber of the bar. 
B

EN
C

H
B

E
N

C
H

=
 The desk, platform

, and surrounding area w
here the judge sits. As in, the 

law
yers should approach the bench. Also refers to all judges collectively, as in a 

m
em

ber of the bench. 
B

EY
O

N
D

 A
 R

EA
SO

N
A

B
LE D

O
U

B
T

B
E

YO
N

D
 A

 R
E

A
SO

N
A

B
LE

 D
O

U
B

T
=

 The standard in a crim
inal case requiring 

that the jury be satisfied to a m
oral certainty that every elem

ent of a crim
e has been 

proven by the prosecution.  This standard of proof does not require that the state 
establish absolute certainty by elim

inating all doubt, but it does require that the 
evidence be so conclusive that all reasonable doubts are m

oved from
 the m

ind of the 
ordinary person. 
B

O
X

 (JU
R

Y
 B

O
X

)
B

O
X

=
 The chairs and surrounding area w

here the juror sits. 
C

A
SE LA

W
(see PR

EC
ED

EN
T) 

C
H

A
M

B
ER

S
C

H
A

M
B

E
R

S =
 A judge’s private office; proceedings conducted in the judge’s office 

are said to be conducted in cham
bers. 

C
LER

K
 O

F C
O

U
R

T
C

LE
R

K
 O

F
 C

O
U

R
T =

 An officer of the court, w
ho is responsible for the clerical

part of the court’s w
ork (w

ho keeps its records and seal, issues process, enters 
judgm

ents and orders, provides certified copies, and the like). 
C

O
D

E
C

O
D

E
=

 A collection or com
pendium

 of statutes. 
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C
O

M
M

O
N

 LA
W

C
O

M
M

O
N

 LA
W

 =
 The legal system

 that originated in England and is now
 in use in 

the U
nited States.  It is based on judicial decisions rather than legislative action.

C
O

U
N

SEL TA
B

LE
C

O
U

N
SE

L TA
B

LE
 =

 Table(s) near the front of the courtroom
, reserved for the 

attorneys in the case 
C

O
U

R
T C

O
M

M
ISSIO

N
ER

C
O

U
R

T C
O

M
M

ISSIO
N

E
R

 =
 A judicial officer w

ho is low
er in rank than a judge, 

serving as an assistant to the judge and authorized to perform
 lim

ited judicial 
functions; sim

ilar in function to a m
agistrate. 

C
O

U
R

T O
F LIM

ITED
 JU

R
ISD

IC
TIO

N
C

O
U

R
T O

F
 LIM

ITE
D

 JU
R

ISD
IC

TIO
N

 =
 A court that hears only certain kind of 

cases, i.e. a m
unicipal court or sm

all claim
s court or fam

ily court. 
C

O
U

R
T O

F R
EC

O
R

D
C

O
U

R
T O

F
 R

E
C

O
R

D
 =

 A court in w
hich proceedings are recorded and m

ade a 
m

atter of public record. M
ost trial courts and appellate courts are courts of record. 

C
O

U
R

T R
EPO

R
TER

C
O

U
R

T R
E

PO
R

TE
R

 =
 A person w

ho records and transcribes the testim
ony of 

w
itnesses during trial.

D
EPU

TY
 C

LER
K

D
E

PU
TY C

LE
R

K
 =

 A person appointed to act in place, of, or on behalf of, the clerk 
of court; an em

ployee of the clerk’s office.
D

U
E PR

O
C

ESS
D

U
E

 PR
O

C
E

SS
 =

 Fundam
ental principles of liberty and justice that lie at the base 

of all civil and political institutions; in litigation, often used to refer to the right to 
notice and an opportunity to be heard. 
EQ

U
ITY

E
Q

U
ITY =

 A body of law
, or field of jurisdiction, differing in its origin, theory, and 

m
ethods from

 com
m

on law
; often used in a general sense to refer to the body of law

 
pertaining to injunctions and restraining orders. 
JU

D
G

E PR
O

 TEM
JU

D
G

E
 PR

O
 TE

M
 =

 A tem
porary judge appointed for a particular day or to hear a 

particular m
atter; m

ay be a law
yer, court com

m
issioner, or retired judge. 

JU
D

IC
IA

R
Y

, JU
D

IC
IA

L SY
STEM

JU
D

IC
IA

R
Y, JU

D
IC

IA
L SYSTE

M
 =

 G
eneral term

s referring to the entire court 
system

, i.e. the third branch of governm
ent. 

JU
R

Y
 R

O
O

M
JU

R
Y R

O
O

M
 =

 The room
 in w

hich the jurors w
ait w

hen they are not present in the 
courtroom

, and w
hen they are deliberating at the end of the trial. 

LA
W

LA
W

 =
 G

eneral term
 for rules and principles of conduct established by the 

constitution, the legislature, or the courts. 
LO

C
A

L R
U

LES
LO

C
A

L R
U

LE
S =

 Rules of procedure adopted by each court to supplem
ent the 

statew
ide rules, usually adopted by the state’s highest court. 
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M
A

G
ISTR

A
TE

M
A

G
ISTR

A
TE

 =
 A judicial officer w

ho is low
er in rank than a judge, serving as an 

assistant to the judge and authorized to perform
 lim

ited judicial functions; sim
ilar in 

function to a court com
m

issioner.  A com
m

itting m
agistrate is a m

agistrate having the
authority to conduct prelim

inary hearings in crim
inal cases, and to decide w

hether 
defendants should be com

m
itted or released until trial. 

O
R

D
IN

A
N

C
E

O
R

D
IN

A
N

C
E

 =
 U

sually refers to a law
 enacted by a city or county, as distinguished 

from
 a statute, w

hich is enacted by the state legislature 
PR

EC
ED

EN
T

PR
E

C
E

D
E

N
T =

 A previously decided case, furnishing an exam
ple or authority for 

determ
ining sim

ilar cases in the future.  Also know
n as case law

. 
PR

ESID
IN

G
 JU

D
G

E
PR

E
SID

IN
G

 JU
D

G
E

 =
 The judge w

ho is presiding over a particular trial or 
proceeding; in m

ultijudge districts, the term
 is used to refer to the one judge w

ho also 
has supervisory and adm

inistrative responsibilities w
ithin the court. 

R
U

LES O
F C

O
U

R
T

R
U

LE
S O

F
 C

O
U

R
T =

 Statew
ide rules typically adopted by highest court of a 

particular state, governing practice and procedure in the state courts; in addition, 
each court m

ay adopt local rules to supplem
ent the statew

ide rules. 
STA

TU
TE

STA
TU

TE
 =

 U
sually refers to a law

 enacted by the state legislature, as distinguished 
from

 an ordinance, w
hich is enacted by a city or county. 

STA
TU

TE O
F LIM

ITA
TIO

N
S

STA
TU

TE
 O

F
 LIM

ITA
TIO

N
S =

 A statutory tim
e lim

it, by w
hich a civil or crim

inal 
case m

ust be filed; w
hen the tim

e has expired, the statute of lim
itations is said to have

run or expired. 
TR

IA
L C

O
U

R
T

TR
IA

L C
O

U
R

T =
 C

ourt in w
hich trials are actually held; as opposed to an appellate 

court, w
hich review

s decisions by the trial courts.
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FA
M

IL
Y

 C
O

U
R

T
 V

O
C

A
B

U
L

A
R

Y

A
B

A
N

D
O

N
M

EN
T

A
B

A
N

D
O

N
M

E
N

T =
 A parent’s or custodian’s act of leaving a child w

ithout adequate care, 
supervision, support, or parental contact for an excessive period of tim

e.  Also, the desertion 
of one spouse by the other w

ith the intent to term
inate the m

arriage relationship.
A

LIM
O

N
Y

A
LIM

O
N

Y =
 O

lder term
 for m

oney to be paid from
 one spouse to the other for support, 

either during or at the conclusion of the dissolution
of a m

arriage; the term
 is largely 

obsolete and has been replaced by m
aintenance.

A
R

R
EA

R
A

G
ES

A
R

R
E

A
R

A
G

E
S

=
 U

npaid child support paym
ents for a past period ow

ed by the non-
custodial parent. 
A

TTO
R

N
EY

 O
F R

EC
O

R
D

A
TTO

R
N

E
Y O

F
 R

E
C

O
R

D
=

 An attorney w
ho has filed a notice of appearance w

ith court. 
B

A
TTER

ED
C

H
ILD

 SY
N

D
R

O
M

E (B
.C

.S.)
B

.C
.S. = Physical condition of a child indicating thatexternal or internal injuries result from

 
acts com

m
itted by a parent or custodian. 

B
A

TTER
Y

B
A

TTE
R

Y
=

 An offensive touching or use of force on a person w
ithout the person’s consent. 

B
A

TTER
Y

, SPO
U

SA
L

B
A

TTE
R

Y, SPO
U

SA
L =

 An offensive touching or use of force on one’s spouse w
ithout the

spouse’s consent.
B

EN
C

H
 W

A
R

R
A

N
T

B
E

N
C

H
 W

A
R

R
A

N
T

=
A court order for a person’s arrest so he/she can be brought to court.

C
A

L
E

N
D

A
R

 D
E

SC
R

IPT
IO

N
:

1.
A

doption
A

doption
=

 Legal process by w
hich a child’s legal rights and duties tow

ard natural
parents are term

inated and sim
ilar rights and duties tow

ards adoptive parents are 
substituted.

2.
A

ffidavit to D
issolve TPO

 
3.

A
ffidavit to O

btain TPO
 

4.
A

nnulm
ent H

earing 
5.

A
rrearages

A
rrearages=

 U
npaid child support paym

ents for a past period ow
ed by the non-

custodial parent
6.

C
hild Interview

7.
C

ontem
pt Show

 C
ause 

8.
C

ooperative Parenting C
lass 

9.
C

ustody Evaluation
10.D

efendant’s A
m

ended O
pposition and

C
ounterm

otion
11.D

efendant’s O
pposition and C

ounterm
otion for Sanctions and A

ttorney’s fees 
12.D

efendant’s O
pposition and C

ounterm
otion to C

onfirm
 C

ustody
13.D

rug Test R
esults

14.Em
ergency M

otion for C
hange in the V

isitation Schedule 
15.Em

ergency M
otion to M

odify C
hild C

ustody and O
ther R

elated R
elief

16.Evidentiary H
earing 

17.G
enetic Test R

eview
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18.H
earing for C

hange of N
am

e 
19.H

earing for C
hild C

ustody 
20.H

earing for C
ustody

21.H
earing to Extend TPO

 
22.Issue of Exem

ption
23.M

andatory C
alendar C

all 
24.M

ediation
25.M

otion for an O
rder to Show

 C
ause for C

ontem
pt

26.M
otion for C

larification of the C
ourt’s O

rder 
27.M

otion for C
ontem

pt
28.M

otion for D
eterm

ination of C
om

m
unity Property Interest on Sale 

29.M
otion for Exclusive Possession 

30.M
otion for Fees and A

llow
ances

31.M
otion for Joint Legal C

ustody
32.M

otion for R
econsideration R

egarding V
isitation

33.M
otion for Sole Legal and Sole Physical C

ustody
ofM

inor C
hild 

34.M
otion for Tem

porary O
rder for C

hild C
ustody

35.M
otion for Tem

porary Prim
ary Physical C

ustody
of the Subject 

36.M
otion to C

ontinue Trial 
37.M

otion to Establish Jurisdiction 
38.M

otion to M
odify C

hild C
ustody and C

hild Support,V
isitation

39.M
otion to R

educe C
hild Support

40.M
otion to R

educe Lien to Judgm
ent

41.M
otion to R

elocate 
42.M

otion to R
eschedule H

earing on M
otion Establishing Paternity

43.M
otion to Set A

side D
ivorce D

ecree
44.M

otion to Set A
side Last O

rder Filed on 
45.M

otion to Strike Perem
ptory C

hallenge of Judge 
46.M

otion to W
ithdraw

 as C
ounsel

47.N
on-Jury Trial

48.N
otice for H

earing on A
pplicants M

otion and A
ffidavit to D

issolve TPO
 

49.N
otice of H

earing
50.N

otice of M
otion for Perfection of A

ttorney’s Lien 
51.O

bjection to R
uling

52.O
rder for Expedited H

earing on A
dverse Party’s M

otion
53.O

rder Shortening Tim
e on A

pplicant’s M
otion

54.O
utsource C

ustody Evaluation
55.Plaintiff’s M

otion for C
hange of V

enue 
56.Plaintiff’s O

bjection to R
eport of the Special M

aster
57.Plaintiff’s O

pposition and
C

ounterm
otion for Term

ination of Spousal Support 
58.Plaintiff’s O

pposition and
C

ounterm
otion to M

odify
C

hild Support
59.Plaintiff’s O

pposition and
C

ounterm
otion to M

odify Joint PhysicalC
ustody

60.Pretrial C
onference 

61.R
em

aining Issues 
62.R

em
and from

 Fam
ily C

ourt
63.R

equest to Q
uash B

ench W
arrant 

64.R
espondent’s R

equest 
65.R

eview
 and A

djustm
ent

66.R
eview

/In C
ustody

67.Separate M
aintenance H

earing 
68.Status C

heck 
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69.U
ncontested D

ivorce H
earing

70.V
isitation R

esolution 
C

A
SE M

A
N

A
G

ER
C

A
SE

 M
A

N
A

G
E

R
=

 The person w
ho w

orks on a child support case at the D
istrict 

Attorney’s O
ffice of the Fam

ily Support D
ivision.

C
A

SE N
U

M
B

ER
C

H
ILD

 SU
PPO

R
T

C
H

ILD
 SU

PPO
R

T
=

M
oney to be paid by one spouse by another for the support of their 

children.
C

O
H

A
B

ITA
TIO

N
C

O
H

A
B

ITA
TIO

N
=

 Term
 used to describe living or residing together, usually in reference 

to unm
arried persons.

C
O

M
M

U
N

ITY
 PR

O
PER

TY
C

O
M

M
U

N
ITY PR

O
PE

R
TY

=
 Property acquired during m

arriage and ow
ned

by both 
husband and

w
ife.

C
O

U
R

T C
A

LEN
D

A
R

C
U

STO
D

IA
N

C
U

STO
D

IA
N

 =
 Person w

ith legal custody of a child or w
ith w

hom
 a child lives; this person 

is not necessarily the child’s parent. 
C

U
STO

D
Y

(legal or physical)
C

U
STO

D
Y

=
 In dom

estic cases, the legal right to take control over and care of a
child. In 

crim
inal cases, the defendant is said to be in custody if he is detained on authority or 

otherw
ise restrained, so that he is not free to com

e and go at w
ill. See also parenting plan.

D
EC

LA
R

A
TIO

N
 O

F IN
V

A
LID

ITY
D

E
C

LA
R

A
TIO

N
 O

F
 IN

V
A

LID
ITY

=
A declaration by the court that a m

arriage is invalid 
or that no legal m

arriage existed. In som
e states called an annulm

ent.
D

EC
R

EE
D

E
C

R
E

E
=

The final and form
al docum

ent upon dissolution ofm
arriage, specifying the 

rights and obligations of the form
er spouses.  Analogous to a judgm

ent in other cases.
D

ISSO
LU

TIO
N

D
ISSO

LU
TIO

N
=

 The act of legally dissolving a m
arriage or other legal status; in the 

context of m
arriage, form

erly called divorce.
D

IV
O

R
C

E
D

IV
O

R
C

E
=

 An older term
 for dissolution (above).

EM
A

N
C

IPA
TIO

N
E

M
A

N
C

IPA
TIO

N
=

 Rem
oving a child

from
 a supportorder because he/she is no longer

considered a m
inor. In N

evada, this occurs at age 18, unless still in high school or age 19, 
w

hichever occurs first. 
EN

FO
R

C
EM

EN
T

E
N

F
O

R
C

E
M

E
N

T = O
btaining paym

ent of child support or m
edical support obligation.

ESTA
B

LISH
M

EN
T

E
STA

B
LISH

M
E

N
T

=
 Initiating a legal action to obtain a child support obligation.

G
EN

ER
A

L TESTIM
O

N
Y

G
E

N
E

R
A

L TE
STIM

O
N

Y =
 A packet com

pleted by the petitioner that identifies w
ho the 

parties are in a child support case, including the children, and the
child support/financial 

inform
ation.

G
EN

ETIC
 TESTIN

G
G

E
N

E
TIC

 TE
STIN

G
=

 Analysis of D
N

A of the m
other, child and alleged father to help 

prove or disprove that a particular m
an fathered a particular child. 
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G
U

A
R

D
IA

N
G

U
A

R
D

IA
N

=
 A person appointed to take care of the person or property of another 

G
U

A
R

D
IA

N
 A

D
 LITEM

G
U

A
R

D
IA

N
 A

D
 LITE

M
=

 A person appointed by the court to look after interests of a m
inor 

or incom
petent person during the course of litigation.

G
U

A
R

D
IA

N
SH

IP
G

U
A

R
D

IA
N

SH
IP =

 The office, duty or authority of a guardian;also the area of the law
 

pertaining to
guardian and w

ard. 
IN

C
O

M
PETEN

T
IN

C
O

M
PE

TE
N

T =
 The term

sincom
petent person, incom

petent and m
entally

incom
petent

refer to any person, w
hether insane or not, w

ho
by reason of old

age, disease, w
eakness of 

m
ind or other cause, is unable to properly m

anage and take care of him
self or his/her 

property and consequently is likely to be deceived or im
posed upon by artful or designing 

persons; the term
 incom

petent is also used to describe evidence that is inadm
issible. The 

term
incom

petent is also used to describe a person w
ho, by reason of youth or som

e other 
cause, is unable to testify as a w

itness. 
LETTER

S O
F C

O
N

SER
V

A
TO

R
SH

IP
LE

TTE
R

S O
F

 C
O

N
SE

R
V

A
TO

R
SH

IP =
 The instrum

ent by w
hich a person (the

conservator)is appointed to take care of the person or property of an adult w
ho by reason of 

advanced age, illness, injury, m
ental w

eakness, intem
perance, addiction to drugs or other 

disability, is unable to properly care for him
self or for his/her property or w

ho is likely to be 
deceived or im

posed upon by artful or designing persons or for w
hom

 a guardian could be
appointed or w

ho voluntarily requested the sam
e and to the satisfaction of the court has 

established good cause there of; sim
ilar in effect to letters of guardianship (bellow

). 
LETTER

S O
F G

U
A

R
D

IA
N

SH
IP

LE
TTE

R
S O

F
 G

U
A

R
D

IA
N

SH
IP

=
 The instrum

ent by w
hich a person (the guardian) is 

em
pow

ered to take charge of the person or property of a m
inor or incom

petent person; 
sim

ilar in effect to letters of conservatorship (above). 
LO

C
A

TE
LO

C
A

TE
=

The process used to determ
ine the location of a non-custodialparent.

M
A

IN
TEN

A
N

C
E

M
A

IN
TE

N
A

N
C

E
=

M
oney to be paid by one spouse to another for support, either during or 

at the conclusion of the dissolution
of a m

arriage.  C
alled alim

ony in som
e states. 

M
O

D
IFIC

A
TIO

N
M

O
D

IF
IC

A
TIO

N
=

 The ability to adjust the current child support obligation based on the 
incom

e of the non-custodial parent. M
odification does not include non-m

odifiable term
s 

w
hich could include spousal support and age of em

ancipation.
N

EX
T FR

IEN
D

N
E

X
T F

R
IE

N
D

=
 A person acting for the benefit of a child or adult, w

ithout being form
ally 

appointed as a guardian.
N

O
N

-C
U

STO
D

IA
L PA

R
EN

T
N

O
N

-C
U

STO
D

IA
L PA

R
E

N
T =

 The parent w
ho does not live w

ith or have custody of a 
child but does have a responsibility for financial support of that child.
N

O
TIC

E O
F H

EA
R

IN
G

N
O

TIC
E

 O
F

 H
E

A
R

IN
G

=
 A legal docum

ent served on the opposing parties giving them
 

notice of a court hearing. 
O

B
LIG

EE/PA
Y

EE
O

B
LIG

E
E

/PA
YE

E
 =

 The person to w
hom

 child support is ow
ed.
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O
B

LIG
O

R
/PA

Y
O

R
O

B
LIG

O
R

/PA
YO

R
 =

 The person w
ho ow

es child support. 
PA

R
EN

TA
G

E
PA

R
E

N
TA

G
E

=
 Legal determ

ination of fatherhood.
PA

R
EN

TA
G

E A
C

TIO
N

PA
R

E
N

TA
G

E
 A

C
TIO

N
 =

 See paternity action. 
PA

TER
N

ITY
 A

C
TIO

N
PA

TE
R

N
ITY A

C
TIO

N
 =

Action in w
hich a m

an is alleged to be the father of the child and
that he has a duty to support the child; also called a filiation action; also called a

parentage
action.
PETITIO

N
PE

TITIO
N

=
 W

ritten application asking the court to grant a specified rem
edy; used in place

of a com
plaint in certain actions, such as m

arriage dissolutions. 
PETITIO

N
ER

PE
TITIO

N
E

R
=

 O
ne w

ho files a petition (above).  The party that opens a case. 
PU

TA
TIV

E FA
TH

ER
PU

TA
TIV

E
 F

A
TH

E
R

 =
The alleged or reputed father of an illegitim

ate child. 
R

ESPO
N

D
EN

T
R

E
SPO

N
D

E
N

T
=

 The party that is responding to an action. 
Q

U
A

SH
IN

G
A

 B
EN

C
H

 W
A

R
R

A
N

T
B

E
N

C
H

 W
A

R
R

A
N

T
=

 A court order w
hich elim

inates a bench w
arrant. 

STIPU
LA

TIO
N

STIPU
LA

TIO
N

=
O

ut of court order to pay child support and/orto provide m
edical 

insurance as required. 
SU

PPO
R

T
SU

PPO
R

T
=

 See child support. 
U

N
-R

EIM
B

U
R

SED
 M

ED
IC

A
L

U
N

-R
E

IM
B

U
R

SE
D

 M
E

D
IC

A
L

=
 M

edical costs w
hich are not covered by insurance co-

pays or deductibles.
W

A
R

D
W

A
R

D
=

 A person, typically a child placed under the care of a guardian.
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JU
V

E
N

IL
E

 C
O

U
R

T
 V

O
C

A
B

U
L

A
R

Y

A
PPO

IN
TM

EN
T LISTIN

G
A

R
R

EST ID
C

ITA
TIO

N
C

H
A

R
G

E(s)
C

H
A

R
G

E
 = a form

al accusation of an offense as a prelim
inary step to prosecution i.e. a 

m
urder charge; to accuse (a person) of an

offense i.e. the police charged him
 w

ith 
m

urder
A

C
C

ID
EN

TS – N
O

 PER
SO

N
A

L IN
JU

R
Y

A
C

C
ID

E
N

T = an unintended and unforeseen injurious occurrence; som
ething that does 

not occur in the usual course of events orthat could not be reasonably anticipated.
A

FFR
A

Y
/ FIG

H
TIN

G
A

F
F

R
A

Y = the fighting by m
utual consent, of tw

o or m
ore persons in som

e public place, 
to the terror of onlookers.  The fighting m

ustbe m
utual. If one person unlaw

fully attacks 
another w

ho resorts to self-defense, the first is guilty of assault and battery, but there is 
no affray. 
A

LLO
W

IN
G

 U
N

LIC
EN

SED
 D

R
IV

ER
 TO

 D
R

IV
E

A
R

SO
N

 – 3rd D
egree

A
R

SO
N

 = at com
m

on law
, the m

alicious burning of som
eone else’s dw

elling house or 
outhouse that is either appurtenant to the dw

elling house or w
ithin the cartilage.

U
nder

m
odern statutes, the intentional and w

rongfulburning of som
eone else’s property (as to 

destroy building) or one’s ow
n property. 

A
SSA

U
LT

A
SSA

U
LT = the threat or use of force on another that causes that person to have a 

reasonable apprehension
of im

m
inent harm

ful or offensive contact; the act of putting
another person in reasonable fear or apprehension of an im

m
ediate battery by m

eans of 
an act am

ounting to an attem
pt or threat to com

m
it a battery.

B
A

TTER
Y

B
A

TTE
R

Y = the use of force against another, resulting in harm
ful and offensive contact. 

B
A

TTER
Y

O
N

 A
 SC

H
O

O
L EM

PLO
Y

EE
B

A
TTER

Y
W

ITH
 SU

B
STA

N
TIA

L B
O

D
ILY

 H
A

R
M

B
U

R
G

LA
R

Y
B

U
R

G
LA

R
Y = the com

m
on law

 offense of breaking and entering another’s dw
elling at

night w
ith the intent to com

m
it a felony.

The m
odern statutory offense of breaking and

entering any building – not just a dw
elling, and

not only at night –
w

ith the intent to 
com

m
it a felony. 

C
A

R
R

Y
IN

G
 C

O
N

C
EA

LED
W

EA
PO

N
 (1st O

FFEN
SE)

C
H

A
LLEN

G
E TO

 FIG
H

T
C

O
N

SPIR
A

C
Y

 TO
 C

O
M

M
IT G

R
A

N
D

 LA
R

C
EN

Y
C

O
N

TR
IB

U
TIN

G
 TO

 D
ELIQ

U
EN

C
Y

O
F A

 M
IN

O
R

C
O

ER
C

IO
N

(N
o Force or Threat)

C
O

E
R

C
IO

N
 = com

pulsion by physical force or threat of physical force.  An act such as 
signing

a w
ill is not legally valid if done

under coercion.  And since a valid m
arriage 

requires voluntary consent, coercion or duress is grounds for invalidating a
m

arriage.
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C
U

R
FEW

 – G
EN

ER
A

L
C

U
R

F
E

W
=

H
ist. A law

 requiring thatall fires be extinguished
at a certain tim

e in the 
evening, usu. Announced by the ringing of a bell. 
A regulation that forbids people (or certain classes of them

, such as m
inors) from

 being 
outdoors or in vehicles during specified hours. 
D

A
M

A
G

E TO
 SC

H
O

O
L PR

O
PER

TY
D

EFR
A

U
D

IN
G

 A
N

 IN
N

K
EEPER

D
E

F
R

A
U

D
=

 to cause injury or loss to (a person) by deceit.
D

ISC
H

A
R

G
IN

G
 A

 FIR
EA

R
M

 IN
TO

 A
 V

EH
IC

LE O
R

 STR
U

C
TU

R
E (O

ccupied)
D

ISO
R

D
ER

LY
 C

O
N

D
U

C
T

D
ISTU

R
B

IN
G

 TH
E PEA

C
E

D
ISTU

R
B

IN
G

 TH
E

 PE
A

C
E

 (also term
ed breach of the peace; disturbance of the

peace; public disturbance) =
 the crim

inal offense of creating a public disturbance or 
engaging in disorderly conduct, particularly by m

aking an unnecessary or distracting 
noise
D

R
IV

IN
G

 O
N

 SU
SPEN

D
ED

 LIC
EN

C
E

D
R

IV
IN

G
 W

ITH
O

U
T A

 LIC
EN

C
E (3rd O

ffense)
D

R
A

W
/EX

H
IB

IT D
EA

D
LY

 W
EA

PO
N

 IN
 A

 TH
R

EA
TH

EN
IN

G
M

A
N

N
ER

D
U

I – A
lcohol

EV
A

D
E PO

LIC
E O

FFIC
ER

EM
B

EZZLEM
EN

T
E

M
B

E
ZZLE

M
E

N
T =

 the fraudulent taking of personal property w
ith w

hich one has 
been entrusted, esp. as a fiduciary
EN

D
A

G
ER

IN
G

 PER
SO

N
EN

TER
 PR

O
PER

TY
 W

ITH
 IN

TEN
T TO

 D
A

M
A

G
E PR

O
PER

TY
FA

ILU
R

E TO
 D

R
IV

E O
N

 R
IG

H
T SID

E
FA

ILU
R

E TO
 O

B
EY

 R
ED

 LIG
H

T
FA

ILU
R

E TO
 O

B
EY

 STO
P SIG

N
FA

LSE C
R

IM
E R

EPO
R

T
FA

LSE FIR
E A

LA
R

M
FA

LSE IN
FO

R
M

A
TIO

N
 TO

 PO
LIC

E O
FFIC

ER
FA

LSE 911 A
LA

R
M

FO
R

G
ER

Y
G

R
A

FFITI
G

R
A

N
D

 LA
R

C
EN

Y
G

R
A

N
D

 LA
R

C
E

N
Y =

 larceny of property w
orth m

ore than a statutory cutoff am
ount,

usu. $100.00
H

A
R

R
A

SM
EN

T (1st O
ffense)

H
A

R
R

A
SM

E
N

T =
 w

ords, conduct, or action (usu. repeated or persistent) that, being
directed at a specific person, annoys, alarm

s,or causes substantial em
otional distress in 

that person and serves no legitim
ate purpose. 

H
IT A

N
D

 R
U

N
IN

C
ITE A

 R
IO

T
IN

C
ITE

 =
 to provoke or to stir up (som

eone
to com

m
it a crim

inal act, or the crim
inal 

act itself. 
IN

H
A

LE H
A

R
M

FU
L V

A
PO

R
S

IN
JU

R
Y

IN
JU

R
Y

=
 the violation ofanother’s legal right, for w

hich the law
 provides a rem

edy; a 
w

rong or injustice; any harm
 or dam

age
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IN
TIM

ID
A

TIN
G

 A
N

 O
FFIC

ER
 – N

o Force or Threat
LA

R
C

EN
Y

LA
R

C
E

N
Y =

 the unlaw
fultaking and carrying away of som

eone’s else’s personal 
property w

ith the intent to deprive the possessor of it perm
anently 

LEA
V

IN
G

 TH
E SC

EN
E O

F A
N

 A
C

C
ID

EN
T

LEW
D

 O
R

 LA
SC

IV
IO

U
S C

O
N

D
U

C
T

LE
W

D
 =

 obscene or indecent; tending to m
oral im

purity or w
antonness 

LA
SC

IV
IO

U
S =

 (of conduct) tending to excite lust; lew
d; indecent; obscene 

LIC
EN

SIN
G

/R
EG

ISTR
A

TIO
N

 V
IO

LA
TIO

N
LITTER

IN
G

LO
D

G
IN

G
 W

ITH
O

U
T C

O
N

SEN
T

LO
ITER

IN
G

 FO
R

 D
R

U
G

A
C

TIV
ITY

LO
ITE

R
IN

G
 =

 the crim
inal offense of rem

aining in a certain place (such as public 
streets) for no apparent reason 
LO

ITER
IN

G
 FO

R
 PR

O
STITU

TIO
N

LO
ITER

IN
G

 O
N

 SC
H

O
O

L G
R

O
U

N
D

S
M

A
LIC

IO
U

S D
ESTR

U
C

TIO
N

 O
F PR

O
PER

TY
M

A
LIC

IO
U

S =
 intentional, w

rongful,w
ithout legal justification

or excuse 
D

E
STR

U
C

TIO
N

=
 the act of destroying or dem

olishing; the ruining of som
ething

N
O

 IN
SU

R
A

N
C

E/N
O

 PR
O

O
F O

F IN
SU

R
A

N
C

E
O

B
STR

U
C

TIN
G

 A
N

 O
FFIC

ER
O

B
STR

U
C

TIO
N

=
 som

ething that im
pedes or hinders, as in a street, river, or design; an 

obstacle; the act of im
peding or hindering som

ething
O

B
TA

IN
IN

G
 M

O
N

EY
, PR

O
PER

TY
,R

EN
T, O

R
 LA

B
O

R
U

N
D

ER
 FA

LSE 
PR

ETEN
SES

F
A

LSE
 PR

E
TE

N
SE

S =
 the crim

e of know
ingly obtaining title to another’s personal 

property by m
isrepresenting a fact w

ith the intent to defraud
O

PEN
 LIQ

U
O

R
 C

O
N

TA
IN

ER
 IN

 V
EH

IC
LE

PED
ESTR

IA
N

 V
IO

LA
TIO

N
PETTY

 LA
R

C
EN

Y
PE

TTY LA
R

C
E

N
Y =

 larceny of property w
orth less than

an am
ount fixed by statute, 

usu. $100.00
PO

SSESSIO
N

 O
F C

O
N

TR
O

LLED
 SU

B
STA

N
C

E W
ITH

 IN
TEN

T TO
 SELL

C
O

N
TR

O
LLE

D
 SU

B
STA

N
C

E
 =

 any type of drug w
hose possession and use is 

regulated by law
, including a narcotics, a stim

ulant, or a hallucinogen
PO

SSESSIO
N

 O
F D

A
N

G
ER

O
U

S D
R

U
G

 (1st O
ffense)

D
A

N
G

E
R

O
U

S D
R

U
G

 =
a drug thathas potential for abuse or injury, usu. requiring a

label w
arning that it cannot be dispensed w

ithout a
prescription

PO
SSESSIO

N
 O

F D
A

N
G

ER
O

U
S D

R
U

G
 N

O
T TO

 B
E IN

TR
O

D
U

C
ED

 IN
TO

IN
TER

STA
TE C

O
M

M
ER

C
E

PO
SSESSIO

N
 O

F D
A

N
G

ER
O

U
S W

EA
PO

N
 (1st O

ffense)
D

A
N

G
E

R
O

U
S W

E
A

PO
N

 =
 an object or device that, because of the w

ay it is used, is 
capable of causing serious bodily injury
PO

SSESSIO
N

 O
F D

R
U

G
 PA

R
A

PH
ER

N
A

LIA
D

R
U

G
 PA

R
A

PH
E

R
N

A
LIA

 =
 anything used, intended for use, or designed for use w

ith 
controlled substance
PO

SSESSIO
N

 O
F FA

LSE ID
PO

SSESSIO
N

 O
F FIR

EA
R

M
PO

SSESSIO
N

 O
F FIR

EW
O

R
K

S
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PO
SSESSIO

N
 O

F H
Y

PO
D

ER
M

IC
 D

EV
IC

E
PO

SSESSIO
N

 O
F M

A
R

IJU
A

N
A

PO
SSESSIO

N
 O

F SPR
A

Y
 PA

IN
T

PO
SSESSIO

N
 O

F STO
LEN

 PR
O

PER
TY

PO
SSESSIO

N
 O

F STO
LEN

 V
EH

IC
LE

PO
SSESSIO

N
 O

F W
EA

PO
N

 O
N

 SC
H

O
O

L PR
O

PER
TY

PO
SSESSIO

N
 O

R
 C

O
N

SU
M

PTIO
N

 O
F A

LC
O

H
O

L
PR

O
V

O
K

IN
G

 A
SSA

U
LT

PU
B

LIC
 N

U
ISA

N
C

E
R

EC
K

LESS D
R

IV
IN

G
R

E
C

K
LE

SS D
R

IV
IN

G
=

the crim
inal offense of operating a m

otor vehicle in a m
anner 

that show
s conscious indifference to the safety of others 

R
ESISTIN

G
 O

FFIC
ER

SA
LE O

F C
O

N
TR

O
LLED

 SU
B

STA
N

C
E

SC
H

O
O

L D
ISTU

R
B

A
N

C
E

D
ISTU

R
B

A
N

C
E

 =
 an act causing annoyance or disquiet, or interfering w

ith a person’s
pursuit of a law

ful occupation or the peace and order of a neighborhood, com
m

unity or 
m

eeting
SO

LIC
ITA

TIO
N

 O
F PR

O
STITU

TIO
N

SPEED
IN

G
TA

M
PER

 W
ITH

 M
O

TO
R

 V
EH

IC
LE

TA
M

PE
R

 =
 to m

eddle so as to alter (a thing), esp. to
m

ake changes that are illegal, 
corrupting, or perverting; to interfere im

properly 
TH

EFT
TH

R
EA

T TO
 C

A
U

SE B
O

D
ILY

 H
A

R
M

 O
R

 D
EA

TH
 TO

 PU
PIL O

R
 SC

H
O

O
L

EM
PLO

Y
EE

TH
R

E
A

T
=

a com
m

unicated intent to inflict harm
 or loss on another or on another’s 

property, esp. one that m
ight dim

inish a
person’s freedom

 to act voluntarily or w
ith

law
ful consent

Bodily H
arm

 =
 physical pain, illness, or im

pairm
ent of the body 

TH
R

EA
T TO

 O
FFIC

ER
 – W

ithout Threat of Physical Force
PH

YSIC
A

L F
O

R
C

E
 (also term

ed actual force) =
 force consisting in a physical act, esp. 

a violent act directed against a robbery victim
 

TR
ESPA

SS U
N

SA
FE TU

R
N

/M
O

V
E

TR
E

SPA
SS

=
 an unlaw

ful act com
m

itted against the person or property of another; esp. 
w

rongful entry on another’s real property 
TH

R
O

W
IN

G
 D

EA
D

LY
 M

ISSILE
TH

R
O

W
IN

G
 SU

B
STA

N
C

E A
T V

EH
IC

LE
TR

A
FFIC

 W
A

R
R

A
N

T
U

N
D

ER
 TH

E IN
FLU

EN
C

E O
R

 U
SE O

F A
 C

O
N

TR
O

LLED
 SU

B
STA

N
C

E W
ITH

IN
TEN

T TO
 SELL

U
N

LA
W

FU
L A

SSEM
B

LY
U

N
LA

W
F

U
L A

SSE
M

B
LY =

 a m
eeting of three or m

ore persons w
ho intend either to 

com
m

it a violent crim
e or to carry out som

e act, law
ful or unlaw

ful, that w
ill constitute a 

breach of the peace.
U

N
LA

W
FU

L M
A

N
EU

V
ER

 W
H

ILE D
R

IV
IN

G
V

A
N

D
A

LISM
V

IO
LA

TIO
N

 O
F IN

STR
U

C
TIO

N
 PER

M
IT

V
IO

LA
TIO

N
 O

F LO
C

A
L O

R
D

IN
A

N
C

E O
R

 C
O

D
E
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D
EC

LIN
IN

G
 JU

R
ISD

IC
TIO

N
D

E
C

LIN
IN

G
 JU

R
ISD

IC
TIO

N
=

 Process by w
hich juvenile court refuses to accept a 

case, typically a very serious case, thus exposing the juvenile to prosecution as an adult. 
D

EPEN
D

EN
C

Y
 PR

O
C

EED
IN

G
D

E
PE

N
D

E
N

C
Y PR

O
C

E
E

D
IN

G
 =

 a general term
 often used to refer to juvenile court 

proceedings other than those in w
hich the juvenile is charged w

ith a crim
e. The general 

nature of the proceeding is to provide court-ordered assistance to a child w
ho has been 

abused, w
ho cannot live peacefully w

ith his/her parents, w
ho has com

m
itted m

isconduct 
short of a crim

inal offense or the like. 
D

ETEN
TIO

N
 H

EA
R

IN
G

D
E

TE
N

TIO
N

 H
E

A
R

IN
G

 =
 A hearing in juvenile court to determ

ine w
hether a juvenile 

w
ho is in custody should be further detained

or released; usually used in connection w
ith 

the hearing to determ
ine w

hether the juvenile w
ill be released until the adjudicatory

hearing (trial).
D

ETEN
TIO

N
 O

R
D

ER
D

E
TE

N
TIO

N
 O

R
D

E
R

 =
 A juvenile court order detaining the juvenile in custody until 

further proceedings are held. 
D

ISPO
SITIO

N
D

ISPO
SITIO

N
 =

 Final result or term
ination of a trial; usually refers to the sentence or 

other punishm
ent im

posed; a disposition hearing isa hearing in a juvenile court case, at 
w

hich the court decides upon the sentence to be im
posed. 

D
ISPO

SITIO
N

 H
EA

R
IN

G
D

ISPO
SITIO

N
 H

E
A

R
IN

G
 =

 A hearing at w
hich the court decides the final outcom

e of 
the case. Roughly analogous to sentencing in a crim

inal case. 
D

IV
ER

SIO
N

D
IV

E
R

SIO
N

 =
 Process by w

hich form
al prosecution is suspended, pending the outcom

e 
of efforts to help the juvenile through counseling, social services or the like. 
FA

C
T FIN

D
IN

G
 H

EA
R

IN
G

F
A

C
T F

IN
D

IN
G

 H
E

A
R

IN
G

 =
 A hearing at w

hich the court determ
ines the facts of the 

case. Roughly analogous to a trial in a case involving an adult.
IN

TER
STA

TE C
O

M
PA

C
T O

N
 JU

V
EN

ILES
IN

TE
R

STA
TE

 C
O

M
PA

C
T O

N
 JU

V
E

N
ILE

S =
 an agreem

ent am
ong the states to 

assure cooperative supervision of delinquent juveniles on probation or parole and the 
return of a juvenile from

 one state to another.
PR

EPO
N

D
ER

A
N

C
E

PR
E

PO
N

D
E

R
A

N
C

E
 =

 Superiority in w
eight, im

portance or influence.
PR

EPO
N

D
ER

A
N

C
E

O
F TH

E EV
ID

EN
C

E
PR

E
PO

N
D

E
R

A
N

C
E

 O
F

 TH
E

 E
V

ID
E

N
C

E
 =

 The greater w
eight of the evidence, not 

necessarily established by the greater num
ber of w

itnesses testifying to a fact but by
evidence that has the m

ost convincing force; superiorevidentiary w
eight that, though not 

sufficient to free the m
ind w

holly from
 all reasonable

doubt, is still sufficient to incline a 
fair and im

partial m
ind to one side of the issue rather than the other.

This is the burden of proofin m
ost civil trials, in w

hich the jury is instructed to find for 
the party that, on the w

hole, has the stronger evidence, how
ever slight the edge m

ay be. 
R

EA
SO

N
A

B
LE

R
E

A
SO

N
A

B
LE

=
 Fair, proper or m

oderate under the circum
stances.

R
EA

SO
N

A
B

LE D
O

U
B

T
R

E
A

SO
N

A
B

LE
 D

O
U

B
T =

 the doubt that prevents one from
 being firm

ly convinced of a 
defendant’s guilt or the belief that there is a real possibility that a

defendant is not guilty. 
“Beyond a reasonable doubt “is the standard

used by a jury to determ
ine w

hether a 
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crim
inal defendant is guilty.

SH
ELTER

 C
A

R
E

SH
E

LTE
R

 C
A

R
E

 =
 Tem

porary care for a child w
ho is the subject of a dependency

proceeding.
TER

M
IN

A
TIO

N
 O

F PA
R

EN
TA

L R
IG

H
TS

TE
R

M
IN

A
TIO

N
 O

F
 PA

R
E

N
TA

L R
IG

H
TS =

 A form
al separation of parentand child,

usually because of abuse or other serious m
isconduct by the parent. 
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L
A

T
IN

 A
N

D
 O

T
H

E
R

 FO
R

E
IG

N
-L

A
N

G
U

A
G

E
 

T
E

R
M

IN
O

L
O

G
Y

A
C

TIO
N

 IN
PER

SO
N

A
M

A
C

TIO
N

 IN
 PE

R
SO

N
A

M
 =

 An action against the person, founded on a personal 
liability.
A

C
TIO

N
 IN

R
EM

A
C

TIO
N

 IN
 R

E
M

 =
 Proceeding “against the thing” as com

pared to personal 
actions (in personam

).  U
sually a proceeding w

here property is involved.
A

D
 LITEM

A
D

 LITE
M

 =
 For the suit; for the purpose of the suit; e.g. a guardian ad litem

 (a 
person appointed by the court to protect the interests of a m

inor or legally 
incom

petent person in a law
suit. 

A
D

 V
A

LO
R

EM
A

D
 V

A
LO

R
E

M
=

 According to value, as determ
ined by assessm

ent, invoice or 
appraisal.
A

LIA
A

LIA
 =

 Latin term
 m

eaning other things. Inter alia m
eans am

ong other things. 
Exam

ple: H
e argued, inter alia, that the contract w

as invalid.
A

M
IC

U
S C

U
R

IA
E

A
M

IC
U

S C
U

R
IA

E
 =

 Latin term
 m

eaning friend of the court – a third party that is 
perm

itted by the court to subm
it a brief or to assist the court in som

e other w
ay; often 

called sim
ply an am

icus, and a brief subm
itted by an am

icus is often called an 
am

icus brief. 
C

A
V

EA
T

C
A

E
V

A
T =

 A w
arning; a note of caution. 

C
ER

TIO
R

I
C

E
R

TIO
R

I =
 A m

eans of getting an appellate court to review
 a low

er court’s 
decision.  The loser of a case w

ill often ask the appellate court to issue a w
rit of 

certiorari, w
hich orders the low

er court to convey the record of the case to the 
appellate court and to certify it as accurate and com

plete.  If an appellate court 
grants a w

rit of certiorari, it agrees to take the appeal.  This is often referred to as 
granting cert. 
C

O
R

PU
S D

ELIC
TI

A
C

TIO
N

 IN
 PE

R
SO

N
A

M
 =

 Body of the crim
e.  The objective proof that a crim

e has 
been com

m
itted.  It som

etim
es refers to the body of the victim

 of a hom
icide or to the 

charred shell of a burned house, but the term
 has a broader m

eaning.
D

E N
O

V
O

D
E

 N
O

V
O

 =
 Anew

; w
ithout regard to earlier events. For exam

ple, a trial de novo is 
w

hen a party is granted a new
 trial. 

E.G
.

E
.G

. =
 Abbreviation for exem

pli gratia, a Latin term
 m

eaning “for exam
ple”; usually 

used at the beginning of a sentence or phrase. 
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ER
R

O
R

 C
O

R
A

M
 N

O
B

IS
E

R
R

O
R

 C
O

R
A

M
 N

O
B

IS =
 A w

rit to correct a judgm
ent in the sam

e court in w
hich 

it w
as rendered on the basis of grounds of fact. 

ET A
L

E
T A

L =
 Latin term

 m
eaning and others.

ET A
N

O
E

t A
no =

 Latin term
 m

eaning and one other.
ET SEQ
E

T SE
Q

 =
 Latin abbreviation m

eaning and follow
ing. Pages 19 et seq. m

eans Pages 
19 and the pages follow

ing. 
ET U

X
E

T U
X

 =
 Latin term

 m
eaning and w

ife.
ET V

IR
E

T V
IR

 =
 Latin term

 m
eaning and husband.

EX
 PA

R
TE

E
X

 PA
R

TE
 =

 O
n behalf of only one party, w

ithout notice to any other party.  A 
judicial act or proceeding is said to be ex parte w

hen it is taken  or conducted at the 
instance and for the benefit of one party only, w

ithout notice to the opposing party or 
other persons; also refers to the departm

ent  of the court in w
hich such actions and 

proceedings are conducted.
EX

 PA
R

TE PR
O

C
EED

IN
G

E
X

 PA
R

TE
 PR

O
C

E
E

D
IN

G
 =

 The legal procedure in w
hich only one side is 

represented.
EX

 PO
ST FA

C
TO

E
X

 PO
ST F

A
C

TO
 =

 After the fact; a statute is term
ed ex post facto if it purports to 

affect situations in existence
at the tim

e of its enactm
ent.

G
U

A
R

D
IA

N
 A

D
 LITEM

G
U

A
R

D
IA

N
 A

D
 LITE

M
 =

 A person appointed by a court to look after the interests 
of an infant, child, or incom

petent during court proceedings.
H

A
B

EA
S C

O
R

PU
S

H
A

B
E

A
S C

O
R

PU
S =

 The nam
e given to a variety of w

rits having for their object to 
bring a person before the court or a judge and protect him

 or her from
 unlaw

ful 
im

prisonm
ent or custody.

H
EA

R
IN

G
 D

E N
O

V
O

H
E

A
R

IN
G

 D
E

 N
O

V
O

 =
 A full new

 hearing.
I.E.
I.E

. =
 Abbreviation for id est, a Latin term

 m
eaning “that is to say”, usually used at 

the beginning of a phrase or sentence.
IN

 C
A

M
ER

A
IN

 C
A

M
E

R
A

 =
 A Latin term

 m
eaning “in the judge’s cham

ber” (the judge’s 
personal office), or in private.  A hearing in cam

era takes place in the judge’s office 
outside of the presence of the jury and the public.
IN

 FO
R

M
A

 PA
U

PER
IS

IN
 F

O
R

M
A

 PA
U

PE
R

IS =
 Latin term

 referring to the right of an im
poverished 

person to proceed w
ith certain actions w

ithout paym
ent of the usual fees and cost. 
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IN
 LO

C
O

 PA
R

EN
TIS

IN
 LO

C
O

 PA
R

E
N

TIS =
 “In the place of the parent”.  It refers to actions of a 

custodian, guardian, or the person acting in the parent’s place.
IN

 PR
O

PIA
 PER

SO
N

A
IN

 PR
O

PIA
 PE

R
SO

N
A

 =
 In courts, it refers to persons w

ho present his or her ow
n 

case w
ithout law

yers.  See PRO
 PER and PRO

 SE.
IN

 LIEU
 O

F
IN

 LIE
U

 O
F

 =
 Instead of; in place of; e.g. use of a deposition in lieu of testim

ony.
IN

 R
EM

IN
 R

E
M

 =
 (1) An act done or directed to no specific person and consequently 

against or w
ith reference to all w

hom
 it m

ay concern; (2) w
ith reference to or 

relating to real property; e.g. an in rem
 action.

IN
TER

 A
LIA

IN
TE

R
 A

LIA
 =

 Am
ong other things.

LIM
IN

E
LIM

IN
E

 =
 A m

otion requesting that the court not allow
 certain evidence that m

ight 
prejudice the jury.
LO

C
U

S D
ELIC

TI
LO

C
U

S D
E

LIC
TI =

 The place of the offense.
M

O
TIO

N
 IN

 LIM
IN

E
M

O
TIO

N
 IN

 LIM
IN

E
 =

 A w
ritten m

otion w
hich is usually m

ade before or after the 
beginning of a jury trial for a protective order against prejudicial questions and 
statem

ents.
N

E EX
EA

T
N

E
 E

X
E

A
T =

 A w
rit that forbids a person from

 leaving the state or the jurisdiction 
of the court.
N

O
LLE PR

O
SEQ

U
I

N
O

LLE
 PR

O
SE

Q
U

I =
 A form

al entry in the record, by a plaintiff in a civil case or 
the prosecutor in a crim

inal case that he w
ill not further prosecute the case, either as 

to som
e of the counts or som

e of the defendants or in its entirety.  It translates, “I do 
not choose to prosecute.”  Also loosely called nolle pros.
N

O
LO

 C
O

N
TEN

D
R

E
N

O
LO

 C
O

N
TE

N
D

R
E

 =
 A Latin term

 m
eaning no contest; a plea by a crim

inal 
defendant, having the sam

e effect as a plea of guilty in the present case, but that m
ay 

not be used as an adm
ission elsew

here; such pleas are not allow
ed in som

e states.
N

O
N

 PR
O

SEQ
U

ITU
R

N
O

N
 PR

O
SE

Q
U

ITU
R

 =
 A Latin term

 m
eaning does not follow

 up on. 
N

U
N

C
 PR

O
TU

N
C

N
U

N
C

 PR
O

 TU
N

C
 =

 N
ow

 for then; a phrase applied to acts having a retroactive 
effect; for exam

ple, a judgm
ent nunc pro tunc is effective as of a specified date prior 

to the actual entry of the judgm
ent.

O
B

ITER
 D

IC
TU

M
O

B
ITE

R
 D

IC
TU

M
 =

 A statem
ent of opinion by a judge on som

e point not argued in 
a case, or not a part of the conclusions necessary to support the judgm

ent; it is not 
binding to the court in later cases.
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PA
R

EN
S PA

TR
IA

E
PA

R
E

N
S PA

TR
IA

E
 =

 The doctrine under w
hich the court protects the interests of a 

juvenile
PEN

D
EN

TE LITE
PE

N
D

E
N

TE
 LITE

 =
 Pending or during the progress of a law

suit; an order pendent 
elite is an order that gives tem

porary relief to one party until the final outcom
e of the 

case.
PER

 D
IEM

PE
R

 D
IE

M
 =

 Per day or by the day; a sum
 of m

oney of so m
uch per day.

PER
 SE

PE
R

 SE
 =

 By him
self or by itself; not to be confused w

ith pro se (below
)

PETIT
PE

TIT =
 (pronounced and som

etim
es w

ritten petty) Sm
all; m

inor; insignificant; e.g. 
petty theft.
PR

IM
A

 FA
C

IE EV
ID

EN
C

E
PR

IM
A

 F
A

C
IE

 E
V

ID
E

N
C

E
 =

 Evidence that is good and sufficient on its face; 
evidence sufficient to establish a particular fact or group of facts, constituting the 
party’s claim

 or defense and w
hich, if not rebutted or contradicted, w

ill rem
ain 

sufficient.
PR

O
 B

O
N

O
PU

B
LIC

O
PR

O
 B

O
N

O
 PU

B
LIC

O
 =

 For the public good.  Law
yers representing clients w

ithout 
a fee are said to be w

orking pro bono publico.
PR

O
 PER

PR
O

 PE
R

 =
 O

ne w
ho represents oneself in a court proceeding w

ithout the assistance 
of a law

yer.  Also know
n as pro se.  See also IN

 PRO
PIA PERSO

N
A.

PR
O

 SE
PR

O
 SE

 =
 For him

self; on his ow
n behalf; a party w

ho represents him
self in court 

w
ithout an attorney is a pro se party.

PR
O

 TER
M

 (or TEM
PO

R
E) JU

D
G

E
PR

O
 TE

R
M

 (or TE
M

PO
R

E
) JU

D
G

E
 =

 A judge serving tem
porarily in place of a 

regular judge. 
Q

U
ID

 PR
O

Q
U

O
Q

U
ID

 PR
O

 Q
U

O
 =

 Som
ething in exchange for another.

R
ES G

ESTA
E

R
E

S G
E

STA
E

 =
 A vague term

 usually referring to the facts and circum
stances 

surrounding a m
ore central fact or action that is the subject of litigation.  O

ften used 
in connection w

ith the adm
issibility of evidence.  Exam

ple: “ The bystander’s 
statem

ents w
ere adm

issible as part of the res gestae (m
eaning, roughly, as part of the 

excitem
ent and events in question).

R
ES IPSA

 LO
Q

U
ITU

R
R

E
S IPSA

 LO
Q

U
ITU

R
 =

 A Latin term
 m

eaning the thing speaks for itself; it is a 
rule of law

 holding that under som
e circum

stances strongly suggesting negligence, 
the defendant w

ill be presum
ed negligent until the contrary is show

n.
R

ES JU
D

IC
A

TA
R

E
S JU

D
IC

A
TA

 =
 A m

atter adjudged; an issue judicially settled or decided; usually 
used to m

ean final and not subject or m
odification; rule of law

 that prevents parties 
from

 re-litigating the sam
e m

atter.
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SU
B

PO
EN

A
 D

U
C

ES TEC
U

M
SU

B
PO

E
N

A
 D

U
C

E
S TE

C
U

M
 =

 A court order com
m

anding a w
itness to bring 

certain docum
ents or records to court.

U
LTR

A
 V

IR
ES

U
LTR

A
 V

IR
E

S =
 A term

 describing an act done by a public or private entity that is 
void for lack of authority to perform

 the act. 
V

EN
IR

E FA
C

IA
S

V
E

N
IR

E
 F

A
C

IA
S =

 An ancient w
rit sum

m
oning a person for jury duty.

V
O

IR
 D

IR
E

V
O

IR
 D

IR
E

 =
 To speak the truth; the term

 is used to refer to the prelim
inary 

questioning of a person to determ
ine the person’s qualifications to serve as a juror or 

w
itness.
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R
E

C
O

R
D

 K
E

E
PIN

G
 A

N
D

 O
T

H
E

R
 A

D
M

IN
IST

R
A

T
IV

E
 

M
A

T
T

E
R

S T
E

R
M

IN
O

L
O

G
Y

A
B

STR
A

C
T

A
B

STR
A

C
T =

 A sum
m

ary of a larger w
ork, w

herein the principal ideas of the larger 
w

ork are contained. 
A

B
STR

A
C

T O
F R

EC
O

R
D

A
B

STR
A

C
T O

F
 R

E
C

O
R

D
 =

 A history of case in short, abbreviated form
 as found in 

the record. 
A

G
EN

D
A

A
G

E
N

D
A

 =
 A list of cases pending w

ith the court or set for hearing at a particular 
tim

e and place; also called a court calendar. 
A

K
A

A
K

A
 =

 Also know
n as.

A
R

C
H

IV
ES

A
R

C
H

IV
E

S =
 A place or facility w

here old records and other m
aterials are stored.

C
A

LEN
D

A
R

C
A

LE
N

D
A

R
 =

 A list of cases pending w
ith the court or set for hearing at a 

particular tim
e and place; som

etim
es called an agenda.

C
LER

IC
A

L ER
R

O
R

C
LE

R
IC

A
L E

R
R

O
R

 =
 An unintentional m

istake, not involving exercising of 
discretion, by the clerk, counsel or the court, usually in a w

ritten docum
ent.

C
O

U
R

T A
D

M
IN

ISTR
A

TO
R

C
O

U
R

T A
D

M
IN

ISTR
A

TO
R

 =
 The m

anager of the non-judicial w
ork of the court.

D
B

A
 (D

/B
/A

)
D

B
A

 =
 D

oing business as; e.g. John Sm
ith, dba Sm

ith H
ardw

are.
D

O
C

K
ET N

U
M

B
ER

D
O

C
K

E
T N

U
M

B
E

R
 =

 The num
erical designation assigned to each case by the 

court.
D

O
C

K
ET, D

O
C

K
ETIN

G
, D

O
C

K
ET EN

TR
Y

D
O

C
K

E
T, D

O
C

K
E

TIN
G

, D
O

C
K

E
T E

N
TR

Y =
 (1) A collection of brief statem

ents
called docket entries com

piled by the clerk, describing court appearances, pleadings 
and other actions taken in particular case; the activity by the clerk is called 
docketing. (2) A list or calendar of cases to be heard, as in the case w

as on the 
docket.
EN

TER
E

N
TE

R
 =

 To record an order, judgm
ent or other decision of the court in the court’s

records.
EX

C
ER

PT
E

X
C

E
R

PT =
 A portion of the record in a case, extracted and certified by the clerk 

for a specified purpose; the record is certified as an excerpt only.
FD

B
A

 (F/D
/B

/A
)

F
D

B
A

 =
 Form

erly doing business as. 
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FEES
F

E
E

S =
 C

harges established by law
 for certain services or privileges. For exam

ple, 
filing fees.
FILE (noun)
F

ILE
 (noun) =

 A record of the court; usually refers to the file folder itself, 
containing pleadings and related docum

ents.
FILE (verb)
F

ILE
 (verb) =

 To endorse upon a docum
ent the date it is received, and to then place 

it in the file (see above).
FILIN

G
 FEE

F
ILIN

G
 F

E
E

 =
 The fee charged by the clerk of court for accepting a docum

ent for 
filing w

ith the court. A fee is typically charged for the first docum
ent filed in a case 

(for opening the case file). Additional fees m
ay also be charged for certain 

docum
ents. The am

ounts to be charged are usually specified by law
.

IN
 R

E
IN

 R
E

 =
 In regard to or in the m

atter of; used in pleading captions, such as In re 
M

arriage of Sm
ith.

LO
D

G
E

LO
D

G
E

 =
 To bring into the custody of the clerk, but w

ithout the clerk physically
attaching the papers to others in the file.
M

IN
U

TES, (M
IN

U
TE EN

TR
IES)

M
IN

U
TE

S, (M
IN

U
TE

 E
N

TR
IE

S) =
 M

em
oranda or notes com

piled by a courtroom
clerk, sum

m
arizing the actions taken by counsel and the court.

N
K

A
N

K
A

 =
 N

ow
 know

n as; e.g. John D
oe nka John Sm

ith
SEA

LED
SE

A
LE

D
 =

 (1) Authenticated by a seal; executed by the affixing of a seal; (2)
protected against public disclosure; e.g. a sealed file.

2



T
R

IA
L

 T
E

R
M

IN
O

L
O

G
Y

A
C

C
ESSO

R
Y

A
C

C
E

SSO
R

Y =
 A person w

ho aids or contributes in the com
m

ission of a crim
e.

A
C

C
O

M
PLIC

E
A

C
C

O
M

PLIC
E

 =
 O

ne w
ho know

ingly, voluntarily, and intentionally unites w
ith the 

principal offender in the com
m

ission of a crim
e.  Partner in crim

e.
A

C
C

U
SA

TIO
N

A
C

C
U

SA
TIO

N
 =

 A form
al charge against the person, to the effect that he has 

engaged in a punishable offense.
A

C
C

U
SED

A
C

C
U

SE
D

 =
 The generic nam

e for the defendant in a crim
inal case.

A
C

Q
U

IT
A

C
Q

U
IT =

 To legally certify the innocence of one charged w
ith a crim

e.  To set free, 
release or discharge from

 an obligation, burden or accusation.  To find a defendant 
not guilty in a crim

inal trial.
A

D
JO

U
R

N
, A

D
JO

U
R

N
M

EN
T

A
D

JO
U

R
N

, A
D

JO
U

R
N

M
E

N
T =

 The act of discontinuing or postponing a 
proceeding until another tim

e or place; the court is said to adjourn until tom
orrow

, 
or to grant an adjournm

ent.
U

sually shorter for continuance. 
A

D
JU

D
IC

A
TE

A
D

JU
D

IC
A

TE
 =

 To determ
ine finally.

A
D

M
ISSIB

LE
A

D
M

ISSIB
LE

=
 Pertinent and proper to be considered in reaching a decision. 

A
D

M
ISSIB

LE EV
ID

EN
C

E
A

D
M

ISSIB
LE

 E
V

ID
E

N
C

E
=

 Evidence that can be legally and properly introduced 
in a civil or crim

inal trial.
A

D
M

O
N

ISH
A

D
M

O
N

ISH
 =

 To advise or caution.  For exam
ple the C

ourt m
ay caution or 

adm
onish counsel for w

rong practices.
A

FFIR
M

A
F

F
IR

M
=

 (1) to give a form
al declaration, used in place of an oath, usually to 

avoid religious overtones; (2) to approve or validate that w
hich w

as done by a low
er 

court, i.e. an appellate court is said to affirm
 the trial court. 

A
G

G
R

A
V

A
TIN

G
 FA

C
TO

R
S

A
G

G
R

A
V

A
TIN

G
 F

A
C

TO
R

S
=

 Any factors associated w
ith the com

m
ission of a 

crim
e w

hich increase the seriousness of the offense or add to its injurious 
consequences.
A

LIB
I

A
LIB

I=
 A defense claim

 that the accused w
as som

ew
here else at the tim

e a crim
e 

w
as com

m
itted. 
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A
LLEG

E
A

LLE
G

E
=

 To state, recite, assert, claim
, m

aintain, charge or set forth.  To m
ake an 

allegation.
A

LLEG
ED

A
LLE

G
E

D
=

 Asserted to be true as depicted or a person w
ho is accused but has not 

yet been tried in court.
A

LTER
N

A
TIV

E D
ISPU

TE R
ESO

LU
TIO

N
 (A

D
R

)
A

D
R

 =
 Settling a dispute w

ithout a full, form
al trial.  M

ethods include
m

ediation,
conciliation, arbitration, and settlem

ent, am
ong others.

A
PPEA

R
A

N
C

E
A

PPE
A

R
A

N
C

E
 =

 A com
ing into court as a party or interested person or as a law

yer 
on behalf of party or interested person.
A

R
G

U
M

EN
T

A
R

G
U

M
E

N
T =

 Rem
arks addressed by attorney to judge or jury on the m

erits of case 
or on points of law

.
A

R
R

A
IG

N
A

R
R

A
IG

N
 =

 The procedure w
here the accused is brought before the court to hear 

the crim
inal charge(s) against him

 or her and to enter a plea of either guilty, not 
guilty or no contest.
A

R
R

A
IG

N
M

EN
T

A
R

R
A

IG
N

M
E

N
T =

 A proceeding in w
hich the accused is brought before the court 

to plead to crim
inal charge in the indictm

ent or inform
ation.  The charge is read to 

him
 or her and he or she is asked to plead guilty or not guilty or, w

here perm
itted, 

nolo contendere (no contest).
A

TTEM
PT

A
TTE

M
PT =

 An endeavor or effort to do an act or accom
plish a crim

e, carries 
B

EN
C

H
 TR

IA
L

B
E

N
C

H
 TR

IA
L =

 Trial w
ithout a jury in w

hich a judge decides the facts and law
.

C
H

A
LLEN

G
E

C
H

A
LLE

N
G

E
 =

 A form
al objection to a potential juror. 

C
ITA

TIO
N

C
ITA

TIO
N

 =
 (1) A sum

m
ons requiring an appearance in court; (2) A reference to 

an authority in support of a legal argum
ent. In the latter sense, C

R 2 is said , for 
exam

ple, to be a citation to C
ivil Rule 2. 

C
IV

IL A
C

TIO
N

 (C
ivil C

ase)
C

IV
IL A

C
TIO

N
 (C

ivil C
ase) =

 A law
suit instituted to com

pel paym
ent, or the doing 

of som
e act, as distinguished from

 a civil case. 
C

O
M

PETEN
C

Y
C

O
M

PE
TE

N
C

Y =
 M

ental capacity of a person, especially w
ith regard to his or her 

ability to stand trial and to assist counsel in his or her defense.
C

O
N

TIN
U

E, C
O

N
TIN

U
A

N
C

E
C

O
N

TIN
U

E
, C

O
N

TIN
U

A
N

C
E

 =
 The act of discontinuing or postponing a 

proceeding until another tim
e or place; the court is said to continue a case or to 

grant a continuance; usually longer than an adjournm
ent. 

C
R

O
SS-EX

A
M

IN
A

TIO
N

C
R

O
SS-E

X
A

M
IN

A
TIO

N
 =

 see exam
ination

2



D
A

M
A

G
ES

D
A

M
A

G
E

S =
 In a civil action, an am

ount of m
oney claim

ed by the plaintiff, or 
aw

arded by the court, as com
pensation for injury or loss. 

D
A

Y
 (or D

A
TE) C

ER
TA

IN
D

A
Y (or D

A
TE

) C
E

R
TA

IN
 =

 A fixed or appointed day or date. 
D

EC
R

EE
D

E
C

R
E

E
=

 The judgm
ent of a court of equity or adm

iralty; usually used to describe 
a judgm

ent that requires the doing of som
e act, as distinguished from

 the paym
ent of 

m
oney.

D
EFEN

D
A

N
T

D
E

F
E

N
D

A
N

T =
 The party defending or denying; as distinguished from

 the plaintiff 
in a civil case or the prosecution in a crim

inal case. 
D

ELIB
ER

A
TE (verb)

D
E

LIB
E

R
A

TE
 (verb) =

 To discuss or consider, in order to reach a decision; the 
jury deliberates before reaching a verdict. 
D

ISM
ISSA

L
D

ISM
ISSA

L =
 An order or judgm

ent disposing of an action w
ithout a trial. A 

dism
issal of the plaintiff’s case on m

otion of the defendant is called an involuntary
dism

issal.
A dism

issal at the plaintiff’s ow
n request is called a voluntary dism

issal. A dism
issal 

that also bars the plaintiff from
 re-filling the sam

e suit is called a dism
issal w

ith 
prejudice.
D

ISPO
SITIO

N
D

isposition =
 Final result or term

ination of a trial; usually refers to the sentence or 
other punishm

ent im
posed follow

ing a crim
inal or juvenile case; a disposition

hearing
is a hearing in a juvenile court case, at w

hich the court decides upon the 
sentence to be im

posed. 
D

O
E, JO

H
N

 or JA
N

E
D

O
E

, JO
H

N
 or JA

N
E

 =
 Fictitious nam

es used to designate a party until his or her 
real nam

e can be ascertained. 
EV

ID
EN

C
E

E
V

ID
E

N
C

E
 =

 Any proof legally presented at trial, by the act of the parties and 
through the m

edium
 of w

itnesses, records, docum
ents, concrete objects, and the like, 

for the purposes of including belief in the m
inds of the court or jury as to their 

contention.
EX

A
M

IN
A

TIO
N

E
X

A
M

IN
A

TIO
N

 =
 Q

uestioning of a w
itness under oath, at trial or during a 

deposition.
D

irect E
xam

ination – is the first questioning of a w
itness, by the party w

ho calls the 
w

itness.
C

ross-E
xam

ination – is the questioning of a w
itness by the opposing party, to test the 

truth of the w
itness, or to further explore testim

ony already given on direct 
exam

ination.
EX

H
IB

IT
E

X
H

IB
IT =

 A paper, docum
ent or object produced and exhibited during a trial or 

hearing; if accepted as evidence, it is m
arked for identification and filed for record. 3



H
U

N
G

 JU
R

Y
H

U
N

G
 JU

R
Y =

 A jury that can not agree on a verdict. 
IN

D
IG

EN
T

IN
D

IG
E

N
T =

 Technically, referring to a person w
ho is entitled, because of poverty, 

to an attorney and certain other court services at public expense; the term
 is often 

used in a general sense to m
ean im

poverished, poor or needy.
IN

STR
U

C
TIO

N
S

IN
STR

U
C

TIO
N

S =
 see Jury Instructions.

JU
D

G
M

EN
T

JU
D

G
M

E
N

T =
 The final determ

ination of the rights of the parties to an action or 
proceeding; the form

al, w
ritten docum

ent reflecting such a final determ
ination; the 

term
 is used in both civil and crim

inal cases.
JU

R
ISD

IC
TIO

N
JU

R
ISD

IC
TIO

N
 =

 The courts authority to render judgm
ent in particular case; the 

pow
er of the court over a particular person or subject m

atter; a court w
ithout such 

authority is said to lack jurisdiction over the parties or subject m
atter; e.g. courts of 

lim
ited jurisdiction lack jurisdiction to grant a dissolution of m

arriage because only 
trial courts have jurisdiction to do so.
JU

R
Y

JU
R

Y =
 A certain num

ber of persons (usually 6 or 12), selected according to law
, 

and sw
orn to decide issues of fact and declare the truth on the basis of evidence 

subm
itted to them

.
JU

R
Y

 IN
STR

U
C

TIO
N

S
JU

R
Y IN

STR
U

C
TIO

N
S =

 The judge’s explanation of the law
 that governs a case, 

given to the jury at the conclusion of the trial, often based upon standardized 
(“pattern”) instructions. Som

etim
es called the judge’s charge to the jury.

LEA
V

E O
F C

O
U

R
T

LE
A

V
E

 O
F

 C
O

U
R

T =
 The court’s perm

ission; e.g. additional briefs cannot be filed 
w

ithout leave of court.
M

ISTR
IA

L
M

ISTR
IA

L =
 An order declaring a trial to be invalid because of som

e fundam
ental 

error; w
hen a m

istrial is declared, the trial m
ust start again from

 the beginning.
M

O
TIO

N
M

O
TIO

N
 =

 An application to the court for a ruling or order, usually before or 
during the trial.
O

A
TH

O
A

TH
 =

 (1) Any form
 of attestation by w

hich a person signifies that he is bound in 
conscience to perform

 an act faithfully and truthfully; (2) a w
ritten or oral pledge to 

keep a prom
ise to speak the truth.

O
B

JEC
TIO

N
O

B
JE

C
TIO

N
 =

 A statem
ent by counsel, taking exception to testim

ony or to the 
attem

pted introduction of evidence. 
O

PEN
IN

G
 STA

TEM
EN

T
O

PE
N

IN
G

 STA
TE

M
E

N
T =

 The first address of counsel, given at the beginning of a 
trial.  Also called

opening argum
ent.
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O
R

D
ER

O
R

D
E

R
=

 Every direction of a court or judge, m
ade or entered in w

riting and not 
included in the final judgm

ent. 
PA

R
TIES

PA
R

TIE
S =

 The persons or other entities w
ho take part in the perform

ance of an act, 
or w

ho are directly interested in any affair, contract,or conveyance, or w
ho are 

actively  concerned in the prosecution or defense of any legal proceeding; in 
litigation, the persons or entities w

ho are actually nam
ed as plaintiffs or defendants.

PER
JU

R
Y

PE
R

JU
R

Y =
 M

aking a false statem
ent under oath, a crim

inal offense.
PLA

IN
TIFF

PLA
IN

TIF
F

 =
 A person or entity w

ho com
m

ences a civil action filing a com
plaint; 

the party w
ho com

plains or sues in a personal action and is nam
ed as plaintiff on the 

record, as distinguished from
 the defendant.  W

hen the action is com
m

enced by the 
filing of a petition instead of a com

plaint, the term
petitioner is used instead of 

plaintiff.
PLEA

D
IN

G
S

PLE
A

D
IN

G
S

=
 The form

al allegations by the parties of their respective claim
s and 

defenses for the judgm
ent of the court; usually used w

ith reference to civil cases, in 
w

hich the pleading consist of the com
plaint, answ

er, counterclaim
s, and so forth.

The plaintiff’s first pleading is called a com
plaint or petition. The defendant’s first 

pleading is called an answ
er.

Q
U

A
SH

Q
U

A
SH

 =
 To annul or m

ake void; e.g. to quash a w
rit or a search w

arrant.
R

EC
ESS

R
E

C
E

SS =
 A short interval during w

hich the court suspends business but does not 
adjourn; e.g. the court is said to recess for lunch.
R

EC
O

R
D

R
E

C
O

R
D

 =
 (1) As a noun, the official, w

ritten history of an action or proceeding;
(2) As a verb, to preserve in w

riting, printing, film
, electronic recording, or the like. 

Trial proceedings that are form
ally recorded are on the record.  Inform

al, 
unrecorded proceedings, such as an inform

al m
eeting am

ong the attorneys in the 
case are off the

record.
R

ETU
R

N
R

E
TU

R
N

 =
 A vague term

, usually referring to proof that an act w
as carried out; e.g. 

w
hen the sheriff serves a w

rit as directed by the court, the sheriff files a return of
service w

ith the court, stating that the w
rit w

as served.  A return date is a date by 
w

hich such proof m
ust be filed or otherw

ise subm
itted to the court. 

SEA
LED

SE
A

LE
D

 =
 (1) Authenticated by a seal; executed by the affixing of a seal; (2)

Protected against public disclosure, e.g. a sealed file.
SEQ

U
ESTR

A
TIO

N
 O

F JU
R

Y
SE

Q
U

E
STR

A
TIO

N
 O

F
 JU

R
Y =

 The practice of keeping the jurors isolated from
 all 

outside influence, staying in hotel if necessary.  If the jurors cannot go hom
e at night, 

they are sequestered. If the jurors are not sequestered, they are allow
ed to separate

at night. 
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The term
 sequester is also used to apply to w

itnesses w
ho are kept from

 the 
courtroom

 until it is tim
e for them

 to testify. 
SETTLEM

EN
T

SE
TTLE

M
E

N
T =

 C
onclusion of a dispute; the term

 usually refers to a com
prom

ise 
reached by the parties, elim

inating the need for a trial.
STIPU

LA
TIO

N
STIPU

LA
TIO

N
 =

 A binding agreem
ent betw

een counsel in a pending case, m
ade in 

w
riting or in open court. 

SU
M

M
O

N
S

SU
M

M
O

N
S =

 N
orm

ally the first docum
ent in a civil suit, attached to the com

plaint
and notifying the defendant that an action has been com

m
enced, and requiring the 

defendant to appear and respond to the com
plaint by filing an answ

er to it.
TESTIM

O
N

Y
TE

STIM
O

N
Y =

 O
ral statem

ents given as evidence by a w
itness under oath;as

distinguished from
 evidence consisting of docum

ents, film
s, pictures, or the like. 

TR
IA

L
TR

IA
L =

 The exam
ination before a com

petent tribunal, according to the law
 put in 

issue in a cause, for the purpose of determ
ining  such issue.

V
A

C
A

TE
V

A
C

A
TE

 =
 To nullify or to set aside; e.g. the court w

ill vacate a judgm
ent that w

as 
entered w

ithout jurisdiction to do so.
V

EN
IR

E
V

E
N

IR
E

 =
 To com

e or to appear in court; som
etim

es used to refer to list of persons 
w

ho have been or are to be sum
m

oned for jury duty.
V

EN
U

E
V

E
N

U
E

 =
 The place, usually a county, in w

hich the law
 requires an action to be 

filed; if the court transfers the case to another county, the court is said to have 
granted a change of venue.
V

ER
D

IC
T

V
E

R
D

IC
T =

 The form
al decision by a jury, reported to, and accepted by the court.

V
ER

IFIC
A

TIO
N

V
E

R
IF

IC
A

TIO
N

 =
 C

onfirm
ation of the correctness, truth, or authenticity of a 

pleading, account, or other docum
ent by affidavit or oath, som

e pleadings m
ust be 

verified
VIEW
V

IE
W

 =
 An actual view

ing by the jury of som
ething aw

ay from
 the courtroom

.
W

here the accident occurred, w
here the crim

e w
as com

m
itted, or the like.

W
A

IV
E, W

A
IV

ER
W

A
IV

E
, W

A
IV

E
R

 =
 To abandon or to surrender a claim

, privilege or right; one 
w

ho w
aives a right is said to give a w

aiver.
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