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Uniform System for Judicial Records

The Uniform System for Judicial Records (USJR) was This annual report provides caseload inventory (filing) and
established in June 1999 by Supreme Court order. USJR requires  disposition statistics for the Supreme Court and all 85 trial courts
trial courts to submit information defined in the Nevada USJR  in the state — 17 District Courts, 50 Justice Courts, and 18
Court Statistical Reporting Model (USJR Model) to the Municipal Courts. Where court information varies from the
Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) monthly. The requirements or is incomplete, explanatory footnotes are provided.
information in the USJR Model is divided into four case

Figure 1.
categories: criminal, civil, family, and juvenile. In fiscal

year 2004 (July 1, 2003 — June 30, 2004), two types of Statewide Nontraffic Caseloads for Fiscal Years 2000-04
statistics were collected in each of these categories. The 150,000 - - —
two types are cases filed (the number and type of cases E 130,000 — .

. " = 110,000 -
opened) and dispositions (the number and type of cases "'u-, 90.000
adjudicated or closed). The caseload and dispositions for & 70,000
each case category have been defined and consistently S 50,000 . - —
categorized for every court. 30,000 -

10,000 - ‘ I I ‘
As technology and resources allow, future phases of 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

USJR will be defined and data will be collected. The Fiscal Year
next phase will include events in court case processing —_Criminal Civil —=—Family Juvenile
and the final phase will be the status of pending cases.

Justice Miles N. Pike
(1959-61)

The Ormsby County courthouse, built in
1897, is currently being utilized by the
Nevada State Attorney General’s office.

The Storey County courthouse, built in
1875, is a classic example of architecture

Justice Gordon R. Thompson Panile il 40!

(1961-77)
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Statewide, the total non-traffic caseload increased overall in
District and Justice Courts although it varied among individual
courts with some increasing and some decreasing. This overall

increase correlates to the continuing increase in population;
interestingly, the civil caseload is increasing at a greater rate and
almost matches the criminal caseload with each exceeding
145,000 cases filed. The trends in each case type, including civil,
for the last 5 years can be seen in Figure 1.

For District Courts, Table 1 shows an 8 percent increase in
overall non-traffic caseload. Juvenile and criminal caseloads saw
the largest increase in District Court at about 21 and 10 percent,
respectively. The juvenile increase, however, may be explained by
improved reporting in at least one county, which would cause an
increase in the reported caseload.

For Justice Courts, Table 1 shows an increase in criminal and
civil caseloads. Statewide Justice Court non-traffic filings
increased 6 percent from last year. Traffic and parking filings
decreased about 5 percent.

For Municipal Courts, Table 1 shows a slight decrease in
criminal non-traffic case filings (little more than 1 percent).
Traffic and parking filings decreased as well (about 2 percent). As
these courts filings are dependant on local law enforcement, the
totals are greatly influenced by the number of law enforcement
positions filled or vacant. Civil filings are rare in Municipal
Courts and are usually for the recovery of unpaid city utility bills.

Table 1.
Reported Total Nevada Statewide Trial Court Caseload, Fiscal Years 2000-04
Total
Fiscal Non-traffic Traffic and
Court Year Criminal ! Civil 2 Family 2 Juvenile caseload parking 3
District 2004 13,203 29,011 54,951 26,968 124,133 6,976
2003 12,001 28,077 52,258 22,204 114,540 5,997
2002 12,191 25,303 r 47,676 22,148 107,318 r 5,425
2001 11,782 23,383 42,989 18,873 r 97,027 r 4,134 r
2000 11,477 23,511 41,676 15,967 r 92,631 r 2,650 r
Justice 2004 77,658 116,551 NJ NJ 194,209 394,962
2003 76,078 106,593 NJ NJ 182,671 416,505
2002 76,928 r 101,204 NJ NJ 178,132 r 398,679 r
2001 74,735r 93,342 NJ NJ 168,077 r 401,937 r
2000 73,881 r 83,968 NJ NJ 157,849 r 409,829 r
Municipal 2004 58,235 20 NJ NJ 58,255 236,126
2003 59,074 r 3 NJ NJ 59,077 r 240,554
2002 56,796 r 125 NJ NJ 56,921 r 239,394
2001 50,925 r NF NJ NJ 50,925 r 232,468 r
2000 53,735 r NF NJ NJ 53,735 r 253,078
TOTAL 2004 149,096 145,582 54,951 26,968 376,597 638,064
2003 147,153 r 134,673 52,258 22,204 356,288 r 663,056 r
2002 145,915 r 126,632 r 47,676 22,148 342,371 r 643,498 r
2001 137,442 r 116,725 42,989 18,873 r 316,029 r 638,539 r
2000 139,093 r 107,479 41,676 15,967 r 304,215 r 665,557 r
NF No filings.
NJ Not within court jurisdiction.

W N =

are juvenile traffic.

Data totals revised from initial publication most often by courts improving their data collection process.

Criminal includes felony, gross misdemeanor, and non-traffic misdemeanor filings and are counted by defendants.

Reopened cases are included in totals. Numbers in these columns will be different from previous annual reports.

Traffic and parking filings are counted by charges, not defendants. Not all courts process parking violations. District Court numbers

Source: Uniform System for Judicial Records, Nevada AOC, Planning & Analysis Division.
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Supreme Court

The Nevada Supreme Court is the court of last resort and
the only appellate court in the state. Nevada does not have an
intermediate appellate court. The main constitutional function of

Table 2.

Nevada Supreme Court Cases Filed and Disposed,
Fiscal Years 2000-04

the Supreme Court is to review appeals from the decisions of the Fiscal Fiscal Fiscal Fiscal Fiscal
. Year  Year Year Year  Year
District Courts. As the only appellate court, the Supreme Court 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004
does not have discretionary review and must consider all cases Cases Filed
filed. The Supreme Court does not conduct any fact-findin Bar Matters 23 35 29 29 S0
e P , ¥ g Appeals 1,661 1474 1,478 1,519 1,541
trials, but rather determines whether procedural or legal errors Original Proceedings 240 231 226 282 248
were made in the rendering of lower court decisions. Other 6 2 4 1 7
Reinstated 10 18 15 10 6
As can be seen in Table 2, the Supreme Court had 1,852 filings Total Cases Filed 1,940 1,760 1,752 1,841 1,852
durl.ng t(l;e lastdﬁsial y5e(2)1r, Veryfs1m1larh to t}klle yearbbeffore‘ The Cases Disposed
Justices disposed of 1,750 cases, fewer than the year before. Fyy Olitens 1M1 112 81 87 83
The breakdown of appeals from District Court cases by judicial TBty IOCrder Oi g 1‘35; ;’ggg 1‘352 1’22: 1’?2;
otal Cases Dispose , : ] , .
district is provided in Table 3. As expected, the Eighth Judicial >
District (Clark County) recorded the most appeals, increasing by Cases Pending 1,890 1,628 1,474 1,426 1,528
60 cases (almost 4 percent of the total caseload of District Court Number of Opinions Written* 106 102 77 85 78
appeals) from last fiscal year. The Second Judicial District = :
(Washoe County) recorded the second highest number of Includes opinions that do not dispose of cases.
appeals, although their total decreased by 49 cases (3 percent of Source: Nevada Supreme Court Clerk's Office.
the total caseload) from last year.
Table 3.
Nevada Supreme Court Appeals Filed by Judicial District, Fiscal Years 2000-04
. Judicial Districts
Fiscal
Year First Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth Seventh Eighth Ninth Total
Civil Appeals Filed
2004 47 6% 140 18% 12 2% 8 1% 13 2% 8 1% 19 2% 530 68% 8 1% 785 100%
2003 28 4% 150 21% 16 2% 9 1% 10 1% 4 1% 10 1% 480 66% 15 2% 722 100%
2002 43 6% 132 19% 11 2% 9 1% 10 1% 15 2% 5 1% 465 66% 11 2% 701 100%
2001 23 3% 125 19% 15 2% 14 2% 12 2% 11 2% 10 1% 452 67% 9 1% 671 100%
2000 34 4% 126 16% 14 2% 1 1% 6 1% 8 1% 7 1% 590 73% 13 2% 809 100%
Criminal Appeals Filed
2004 14 2% 167 22% 12 2% 24 3% 10 1% 16 2% 22 3% 488 65% 3<1% 756 100%
2003 13 2% 206 26% 18 2% 29 4% 17 2% 13 2% 17 2% 478 60% 6<1% 797 100%
2002 28 4% 245 32% 18 2% 26 3% 21 3% 20 3% 15 2% 396 51% 8<1% 777 100%
2001 30 4% 244 30% 30 4% 22 3% 11 1% 27 3% 16 2% 419 52% 4 <1% 803 100%
2000 42 5% 226 27% 29 3% 29 3% 26 3% 25 3% 16 2% 451 53% 8 <1% 852 100%
Total Appeals Filed
2004 61 4% 307 20% 24 2% 32 2% 23 1% 24 2% 41 3% 1,018 66% 11 1% 1,541 100%
2003 41 3% 356 23% 34 2% 38 3% 27 2% 17 1% 27 2% 958 63% 21 1% 1,519 100%
2002 71 5% 377 26% 29 2% 35 2% 31 2% 35 2% 20 1% 861 58% 19 1% 1,478 100%
2001 53 4% 369 25% 45 3% 36 2% 23 2% 38 3% 26 2% 871 59% 13 1% 1,474 100%
2000 67 5% 352 21% 43 3% 40 2% 32 2% 33 2% 23 1% 1,041 63% 21 1% 1,661 100%
Source: Nevada Supreme Court Clerk's Office.
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Appellate Court Comparisions

In contrast to the caseload of appellate courts nationwide,

which experienced an overall 9 percent increase during 2002, the
Nevada Supreme Court experienced a slight decrease from the
previous year. The 2002 caseload numbers published by the
National Center for State Courts'? indicate that in states without
an intermediate appellate court, the Nevada Supreme Court was
ranked sixth. The District of Columbia is first with 266 appeals
per 100,000 persons, then West Virginia with 147, Delaware with
89, Montana with 88, Vermont with 86, and then Nevada with
79. If the discretionary appeals were removed from consideration
and only those appeals granted were counted, Nevada is ranked

Table 4.

fourth at 79 appeals per 100,000 persons. The District of
Columbia is first with 257, Delaware second with 89, and
Vermont third with 83.

A comparison of caseload and related information for selected
courts with some similarities’ to Nevada is provided in Table 4.
Information about some states with intermediate appellate courts
is included also. Nevada has more filings per justice (246) than
most other appellate courts according to data published by the
National Center for State Courts."? Compared with the two other
states in Table 4 without intermediate appellate courts, Nevada
has triple the filings per justice.

Characteristics of Nevada and Other Selected Apellate Courts with and without Intermediate Appellate Courts.

All data from National Center for State Courts for 2002

Nevada Montana Maine Arizona Oregon New Mexico Alaska Arkansas

Population rank 36 45 41 19 28 37 48 34
Intermediate Appellate Court
Justices 22 10 10 3 12
En banc or panels Panels Both Panels of 3 En Banc Both
Cases filed & granted* 3,608 3,277 781 286 1,345
Cases per justice 164 328 78 95 112
Supreme Court

Justices 7 7 7 5 7 5 5 7
En banc or panels Both Both En Banc En Banc En Banc Panels of 3 En Banc En Banc
Cases filed & granted*® 1,723 584 560 177 235 59 258 320
Cases per justice 246 83 80 35 34 12 52 46

* This number includes all cases heard by the court. For states with discretionary petitions, only the petitions granted are included.

! Ostrom, B.J., Kauder, N.B., Lafountain, R.C., Schauffler, R.Y., and Strickland, S.M., eds., 2004, Examining the Work of State Courts, 2003, A National Perspective from

the Court Statistics Project: National Center for State Courts, p. 63-73.

? Strickland, S.M., comp., 2004, State Court Caseload Statistics, 2003: National Center for State Courts, 218 p.

’ The States were selected because of their population ranking (Maine, New Mexico, Arkansas), their regional location (Montana, Arizona, Oregon, New Mexico,

Alaska) and/or they had five or seven justices in their Supreme Court (all) without regard to how many justices were in the Intermediate Appellate Court.
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District Courts

The District Courts have general jurisdiction. Their
jurisdiction is over all felony and gross misdemeanor cases, which
are considered together as criminal cases, and civil cases where
the amount in dispute exceeds $7,500.* They also have
jurisdiction for all family and juvenile cases. Some District Courts
use Juvenile Masters who hear traffic and other juvenile cases.

The 17 counties of Nevada are divided into 9 Judicial Districts
although each county staffs and maintains a District Court. The
sparse populations of rural Nevada have necessitated that five of
the Judicial Districts encompass multiple counties (see page 12).
Judges in these rural Judicial Districts must travel within the
multiple counties to hear cases on a regular basis. District Judges
have statewide authority and may hear cases throughout the
state, although they are elected within the Judicial District they
generally serve.

Statistical Summary

District Court case filing information for the last two fiscal
years is summarized in Table 5. Summary disposition information
is included in Table 6. This is the fifth year of statistics for
the courts.

The distribution of case types within the District Courts is
shown in Figure 2. Family cases make up the largest percentage of
the court caseload at 44 percent, civil and juvenile (non-traffic)
cases are similar at 23 and 22 percent, and criminal is the smallest
at 11 percent.

Statewide, the District Court criminal caseload for fiscal year
2004 increased about 10 percent from the previous year (see
Table 5). Clark County increased the most by more than 1,000
cases (almost 15 percent); however, the smaller population

Table 5.
Summary of District Court Cases filed, Fiscal Years 2003-04
Juvenile Total
Criminal Civil Family Non-Traffic Non-Traffic Juvenile
Cases Filed Cases Filed Cases Filed Cases Filed Cases Filed Traffic Violations
FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY
Court 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004 2003
First Judicial District
Carson City District Court 302 328 683 675 792 897 1,153 1,066 2,930 2,966 1,293 1,063
Storey County District Court 5 20 21 29 33 81 28 29 87 159 23 23
Second Judicial District
Washoe County District Court 3,069 3,033 4,087 4,397 10,146 9,862 4,772 5,199 22,064 22,491 NR NR
Third Judicial District
Churchill County District Court 169 179 137 114 542 530 1,247 1,100 2,095 1,923 341 229
Lyon County District Court 165 169 285 240 464 480 991 844 1,905 1,733 1,485 1,225
Fourth Judicial District
Elko County District Court 251 202 496 480 857 846 358 512 1,962 2,040 455 807
Fifth Judicial District
Esmeralda County District Court 15 9 8 17 5 10 2 1 30 37 2 18
Mineral County District Court 4 31 1 37 30 97 14 659) 49 218 ) 15
Nye County District Court 284 254 407 287 928 1,013 899 848 2,518 2,402 281 233
Sixth Judicial District
Humboldt County District Court 136 109 119 115 237 297 179 172 671 693 NR NR
Lander County District Court 11 22 26 39 55 58 106 94 198 213 137 124
Pershing County District Court 64 45 57 70 85 85 130 114 336 314 11 27
Seventh Judicial District
Eureka County District Court 13 17 16 28 2 9 24 4 55 58 (a) (a)
Lincoln County District Court 43 26 28 40 35 38 82 52 188 156 (a) (a)
White Pine County District Court 90 78 91 100 112 133 110 91 403 402 (a) (a)
Eighth Judicial District
Clark County District Court 8,454 7,356 22,149 20,999 39,771 37,085 16,504 11,696 86,878 77,136 2,465 1,760
Ninth Judicial District
Douglas County District Court 138 123 400 410 857 737 369 329 1,764 1,599 458 473
Total 13,203 12,001 29,011 28,077 54,951 52,258 26,968 22,204 124,133 114,540 6,976 5,997

NR Not reported.
Italic indicates numbers that are incomplete or estimated.
a Juvenile traffic violations handled by Justice Courts.

Source: Uniform System for Judicial Records, Nevada AOC, Planning & Analysis Division.

*The 2003 Legislature passed Assembly Bill 100, which increases the amount of civil disputes to be heard in Justice Courts to $10,000 effective January 2005.

This change similarly affects District Court cases.
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Figure 2.

Distribution of
Case Types for
Statewide District
Court Caseload

Criminal
11%

Juvenile Family
(non-traffic) 44%
22%

Civil
23%

District Courts such as Lincoln and Pershing Counties increased
the largest percentage, 65 and 42 percent, respectively.

The civil caseload increased more than 3 percent statewide. For
the counties with larger populations, the civil caseload in Washoe
County decreased 7 percent and Clark County increased 5
percent. Larger caseload increases in the counties with smaller
populations included Nye County with almost 42 percent and
Churchill County with 20 percent.

Family-related cases are handled only at the District Court
level. The statewide total caseload for the fiscal year saw a 5
percent increase over last year. Caseloads in many rural courts
declined while the urban courts increased: Washoe County
almost 3 percent and Clark County more than 7 percent.

Juvenile case filings reported by District Courts for fiscal year
2004 had the most increase from the previous year of the four
case types at 21 percent. Juvenile traffic violations are separated
from other juvenile cases, especially at the District Court level,
in part because procedures among the judicial districts vary. The
largest increase appears to be in Clark County (41 percent);
however, the staff in Clark County are now reporting case types
they were not including previously. The true increase is not
determinable.

Comparing the 2003 caseloads of general jurisdiction courts of
Nevada to those of the surrounding eight western states
highlights some interesting points (see Table 7). Nevada has the

Table 6.
Summary of District Court Cases Disposed, Fiscal Years 2003-04 )
Juvenile Total
Criminal Civil Family Non-Traffic Non-Traffic Juvenile
Cases Disposed  Cases Disposed Cases Disposed Cases Disposed Cases Disposed Traffic Violations
FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY FY
Court 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004 2003
First Judicial District
Carson City District Court 272 330 432 424 717 796 302 253 1,723 1,803 1,320 1,015
Storey County District Court 7 9 0 14 16 57 12 10 35 90 23 24
Second Judicial District
Washoe County District Court 2,783 2,659 3,088 2,971 9,211 9,837 3,167 2,142 18,249 17,609 NR NR
Third Judicial District
Churchill County District Court 131 125 90 103 494 565 392 291 1,107 1,084 313 239
Lyon County District Court 145 170 73 73 162 166 581 438 961 847 1,314 497
Fourth Judicial District
Elko County District Court 261 274 174 169 691 739 129 248 1,255 1,430 428 455
Fifth Judicial District
Esmeralda County District Court 24 6 20 7 5 2 1 0 50 15 17 2
Mineral County District Court 8 30 5 17 17 38 10 61 40 146 1 13
Nye County District Court 207 233 191 152 817 732 537 521 1,752 1,638 343 327
Sixth Judicial District
Humboldt County District Court 110 109 41 36 184 214 42 21 377 380 NR NR
Lander County District Court 22 17 17 22 59 43 115 75 209 157 136 85
Pershing County District Court 57 47 31 32 138 133 71 63 297 275 11 24
Seventh Judicial District
Eureka County District Court 11 7 1 1 2 1 2 1 16 10 (a) (a)
Lincoln County District Court 33 19 23 28 28 29 66 29 150 105 (a) (a)
White Pine County District Court 43 43 26 2 158 143 61 0 288 188 (a) (a)
Eighth Judicial District
Clark County District Court 10,848 14,859 22,676 18,438 34,760 37,275 8,506 7,492 76,790 78,064 NR NR
Ninth Judicial District
Douglas County District Court 114 107 281 282 774 656 231 253 1,400 1,298 443 473
Total 15,098 19,044 27,169 22,771 48,229 51,426 14,225 11,898 104,721 105,139 4,349 3,154
NR Not reported.
Italic indicates numbers that are incomplete or estimated.
a Juvenile traffic violations handled by Justice Courts.
Source: Uniform System for Judicial Records, Nevada AOC, Planning & Analysis Division.
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Table 7.

Comparison of Nevada District Courts with other Western
States General Jurisdiction Courts. Data from National
Center for State Courts, 2003

General Judges per  Filings  Filings per
Jurisdiction 100,000 per 100,000
State Court population judge  population
Nevada District 2.6 1,433 4,592
Alaska Superior 53 455 2,790
Arizona Superior 2.9 1,061 3,476
California Superior 4.3 1,546 23,045
Hawaii Circuit 3.9 686 3,762
Idaho District 29 500 1,456
Oregon Circuit 4.7 1,902 18,310
Washington Superior 2.9 1,152 4,041

fewest number of Judges per 100,000 in population (2.6) among
all western states. Nevada also ranks third in the categories
of filings per Judge and filings per 100,000 population among
these states.

Disposition information for District Courts is provided in Table
6. This is the fourth year for the collecting and reporting of the
disposition information, which is a difficult process for courts.

Figure 3.

Most courts count manually, some courts had their case
management systems modified during the year, and some courts
were unable to provide accurate and complete information. As
with many such projects, the accuracy and completeness of this
information will improve over time.

Total dispositions decreased slightly over the last year. The
criminal and family case dispositions saw overall decreases while
the civil and juvenile case dispositions saw overall increases
statewide. Juvenile traffic dispositions increased 38 percent due,
in part, to improved reporting by some District Courts.

Dividing the disposition numbers by the filing numbers and
multiplying by 100 provides a clearance rate for the court. A clearance
rate of 90 percent or higher is good. A clearance rate of more than 100
percent generally indicates the court purged old cases.

Cases Per Judicial Position

The number of non-traffic cases filed per judicial position for
each Judicial District in Nevada for fiscal year 2004 is shown in
Figure 3. In the judicial districts that contain more than one
county (First, Third, Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh), the cases for
those counties are summed and divided by the number of Judges
for each district.

(Number of judicial positions in parentheses.)

Eighth (33)
Second (12)

Clark County

Washoe County

Seventh (2) 323

Non-Traffic Cases Filed per Judicial Position by Judicial District, Fiscal Year 2004

Esmeralda, Mineral, and Nye Counties

ST MPAW Carson City and Storey County 1,509
RNl REIW Churchill and Lyon Counties
_ I
Fifth (2) 1,259
Fourth (2) REZAEY
Ninth (2) EREEESCITIT 882
\
Sixth (2) Humboldt, Lander, and Pershing Counties

Eureka, Lincoln, and White Pine Counties
| | |

2,633
1,839

I I I
0 500 1000 1500

I
2000 2500 3000

Statewide average of cases filed per judicial position for District Courts is 2,068.

Source: Uniform System for Judicial Records, Nevada AOC, Planning & Analysis Division.

30 NEVADA JUDICIARY ANNUAL

REPORT .

FISCAL YEAR 2004



To make the comparisons more consistent, juvenile traffic
charges were removed from the totals used for calculating the

cases filed per judicial position. In the Justice and Municipal
Courts, traffic charges are not included in the determination of
cases filed per judicial position because they may be resolved by
payment of fines and not require judicial time. At the District
Court level, Juvenile Masters or District Court Judges handle
juvenile traffic cases and the cases may be counted at the District
or Justice Court level depending on the processes within the
judicial district.

As has been the case for the last few years, the Eighth Judicial
District (Clark County) has the largest number of non-traffic
cases filed per judicial position at 2,633, an increase over last year
(2,449). The Second Judicial District (Washoe County) was next
with 1,839 cases filed per judicial position, a decrease from last
fiscal year (1,956). The First Judicial District (Carson City and
Storey County) follows with 1,509 cases per judicial position,
which is down slightly from last fiscal year (1,563).

The statewide average number of non-traffic cases filed per
judicial position for District Courts increased to 2,068, which is
144 cases per Judge higher than last fiscal year (1,924). Since the
data collection began, this statewide average has increased every
year but one — fiscal year 2001. That year, five new Judges had
been added statewide.

District Court Judges with smaller caseloads assist the busier
District Courts through judicial assignments made by the
Supreme Court. Also, in multi-county judicial districts, Judges
are required to travel hundreds of miles each month among the
counties within their districts to hear cases. This travel time
reduces the amount of time available to hear cases.

Judicial Assistance

The AOC and the courts have started the process of
quantifying the judicial assistance provided to the courts by
Special Masters, Senior Judges, and visiting Judges to help
dispose cases.

Quasi-Judicial Assistance

The first step in quantifying this assistance was to identify and
assign a measure to quasi-judicial positions. These positions have
limited authority and are accountable to an elected Judge; they
cannot be considered equivalent to a full judicial position and,
therefore, are called quasi-judicial positions.

FISCAL YEAR 2004
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Individuals in these positions, who help with the adjudication
process and are appointed by the court, were identified and their
time quantified. The courts were asked to provide an estimate of
the full-time equivalent assistance provided during the year; a
summary is provided in Table 8. In District Courts, most of the
quasi-judicial officers are commissioners, referees, and masters for
alternative dispute resolution, family, and juvenile cases. The
work of these quasi-judicial officials must be reviewed and
approved by elected Judges. These positions are not included in
the filings per judicial position chart.

Additionally, in a few districts, such as the Fifth and Seventh
Judicial Districts, Justices of the Peace serve as the Juvenile
Masters for juvenile traffic cases.

Table 8.

Estimated Full-time Equivalent Quasi-Judicial Assistance
Provided to Judicial Districts, Fiscal Year 2004

Quasi-Judicial

Court & County Positions as FTE

First Judicial District 1.0
Carson City
Storey

Second Judicial District 8.0
Washoe

Third Judicial District 0.6
Churechill
Lyon

Fourth Judicial District 1.0
Elko

Fifth Judicial District 1.9
Esmeralda
Mineral
Nye

Sixth Judicial District 0.1
Humboldt
Lander
Pershing

Seventh Judicial District 0.25
Eureka
Lincoln

White Pine

Eighth Judicial District
Clark

Ninth Judicial District 0.6
Douglas

11.15
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Senior Judge Program

Alternative methods used to provide intermittent judicial
assistance to courts include the Senior Judge program and
temporary assignment of District Court Judges. Supreme Court
Rule 10 governs the Senior Judge program. Briefly, any former
Supreme Court Justice or District Court Judge who qualifies for
retirement and who was not removed or retired for cause or
defeated for retention in an election may apply to become a
Senior Justice or Judge. The Senior Judges are eligible for
temporary assignment by Supreme Court order to any state trial
court at or below the level they previously served.

Information on Senior Judge assignments is provided in Table
9. Each order is counted as one assighment. Some orders may
have been signed in previous fiscal years and the Senior Judge is
still hearing motions in the case(s). Also, orders may contain
multiple Judges, days, or cases depending on what type of request
was received. Sometimes, Senior Judges are requested when a
Judge retires or takes an extended leave, so that assignment would
be for a period of time to hear whatever cases were on the
calendar. Occasionally, Senior Judges are requested when a Judge
is recused or is peremptorily challenged from a case. That
assignment would be for a specific case only.

Table 9.
Senior Judge Assignments for Fiscal Year 2004

Total Days of Number
Requesting Senior Assignments Approximate of Senior
Judicial Judge Each Judicial Full-Time Judges
District Assignments District Equivalent Assigned
First 4 9.62 0.05 &
Second 1 0 0 1
Third 1 0.8 <0.01 1
Fourth 1 0 0 2
Fifth 0 0 0 0
Sixth 0 0 0 0
Seventh 3 41.78 0.02 3
Eighth 26 237.54 1.13 6
Ninth 0 10.1 0.0 0
TOTAL 36 299.84 1.43 16

a Some orders may have been signed in previous fiscal years and the Senior Judge is still
hearing motions in the case resulting in zero assignments for the fiscal year but days of
assignments.

During fiscal year 2004, the judiciary had nine Senior Judges
actively serving the District Courts. The combined efforts of
these Judges provided assistance equivalent to about one and one-
half full-time Judges for the State, not including more than 18
days of travel time associated with these assignments.
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Assistance by District Court Judges

The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court may assign District
Court Judges to assist in other judicial districts according to
Article 19 of the Nevada

6, Section Constitution.

Information on District Court Judge assistance is provided in
Table 10. The assistance requested by each Judicial District is
given as well as the assistance Judges in each judicial district
provided to other judicial districts. Each order is counted as one
assignment for assistance. However, each order may contain
multiple Judges, days, or cases depending on what type of request
for assistance was received. Sometimes, District Court Judge
assignments are requested when a Judge retires or takes an
extended leave, so that assignment would be for a period of time
to hear whatever cases were on the calendar. Sometimes, District
Court Judge assistance is requested when another District Court
Judge is recused or is peremptorily challenged from a case. Such
an assignment would be for one case only.

During fiscal year 2004, the District Courts had 15 individual
Judges who filled requests for assistance.

Table 10.
District Court Judge Assistance for Fiscal Year 2004

Assistance
Assistance Provided

Judicial Requested By District
District By District (number of orders)
First 8 5
Second 0 4
Third 1 10
Fourth 10 7
Fifth 2 7
Sixth & 2
Seventh 17 8
Eighth 4 0
Ninth 4 7
TOTAL 50 50

Alternative Dispute Resolution Program

The Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) Program began on
July 1, 1992, after passage by the 1991 Legislature of Senate Bill
366. The legislation required the Second and Eighth Judicial
Districts (Washoe and Clark Counties) to implement the ADR
Program. The First and Ninth Judicial Districts (Carson City,
Storey County, and Douglas County) subsequently adopted the
program voluntarily. An Arbitration Commissioner administers
the program in each judicial district.

FISCAL YEAR 2004



Initially, the ADR Program focused on certain civil cases with
probable jury award value of less than $25,000. A subsequent
revision increased the amount to $40,000; however, the Ninth
Judicial District, in the program voluntarily, opted to keep the
lower amount.

Caseload and Settlement Rate

The number of cases entering the arbitration program for fiscal
year 2004 was lower for three of the four judicial districts than
their respective long-term annual average program caseloads
(sum of annual caseloads for the last 10 years divided by 10 for all
but the First Judicial District, which only has 7 years data).
Interestingly, the First Judicial District Court was the only one to
have more cases entering the program this fiscal year than their
long-term average. The caseload and settlement rates for the
fiscal year and the long-term annual average for each district
program are provided in Table 11.

The settlement rate can vary greatly from one year to another
within each district and can be affected by the increase or
decrease in the number of arbitrators, training sessions, and
support staff. The settlement rate is the number of cases settled or
dismissed after entering the arbitration program compared
with those cases requesting trials de novo (new, complete bench
or jury trials).

The First, Second, and Ninth Judicial Districts had settlement
rates that were lower during the fiscal year than the long-term
averages of each of their programs. The Eighth Judicial District
had a settlement rate that was higher during the fiscal year than
the long-term average for their program.

The Second, Eighth, and Ninth Judicial Districts collect fees
($5 per case filing) for the program. All three have expenses that
exceed the amount collected in filing fees. The First Judicial
District does not collect fees. The judicial districts use the fees for
the administration of the arbitration program, including staff and
technology expenses.

All four judicial districts continue to find the program a
successful alternative to regular trials. The program is well
received by members of the bar, litigants, and public because
cases in the program are processed expeditiously and at
reduced expense.

Specialty Court Programs

Specialty courts are judicial problem-solving processes designed
to address the root causes that contribute to criminal
involvement. Nevada has led the nation in the development of
Drug Courts as an alternative way of returning productive
members to society. Drug Courts have been proven highly

Table 11.
Alternative Dispute Resolution Caseload and Settlement Rates, Fiscal Year 2004
First Second Eighth Ninth
Judicial District Judicial District Judicial District™* Judicial District
Fiscal Long-Term Fiscal  Long-Term Fiscal Long-Term Fiscal Long-Term
Year Average Year Average Year Average Year Average
2004 (7 years) 2004 (10 years) 2004 (10 years) 2004 (10 years)
Civil Caseload 704 4,087 22,149 400
Cases Entered * 285 238 537 575 3,679 3,935 121 132
Cases Removed 47 56 7 58 283 291 30 25
Cases Settled
or Dismissed 180 140 470 400 510 1,602 22 44
Settlement Rate 90% 92% 79% 85% 63% 62% 76% 90%
Trials De Novo
requested 19 11 124 72 303 971 7 ®
Trials De Novo
request rate 10% 8% 21% 15% 37% 38% 24% 10%

*  First, Second, and Eighth Judicial Districts have a $40,000 maximum for cases to be in the program; Ninth Judicial District has a $25,000 maximum. Cases that
qualify are automatically included in the program and parties have to request to be removed.

** The case management system used by the Eighth Judicial District does not capture snap shots of information required for these calculations. Instead, if a case is filed in
2000 and settled in 2004, it counts as settled in 2000. Whenever possible the updated information is included in the calculations; however, the actual settlement rate for
the Eighth Judicial District may be slightly higher owing to some cases being settled after many years.
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effective with defendants whose drug use or abuse brought them
in contact with the criminal justice system. Nevada has several
Drug Courts at the District Court level.

The Adult Criminal Drug Court is the most common.
Participants are part of the criminal justice system and enrolled in
the program as a part of their sentence and rehabilitation.
Generally, Adult Diversion Drug Court offers a slightly less
intensive treatment program since most of the Diversion Court
clients are working and have a less severe drug or alcohol
problem. Prison Re-entry Drug Courts give prison inmates with
drug problems an opportunity to get out of prison a year or two
early through this program. Family, Dependency, and Child
Support Drug Courts all deal with domestic situations, such as an
failure to pay ordered child support, that are worsened by those
using illegal drugs. Juvenile Drug Courts are for youth that find
themselves in the criminal justice system with drug use as part of
the problem.

The development of Mental Health Courts emerged from the
success of the Drug Court model. A large percentage of people in
jail with a substance abuse problem also have a co-occurring
disorder of mental illness. Nationally, the crisis in mental health
the effects  of
deinstitutionalization of the mentally ill and a lack of a

care may be traced to long-term

corresponding increase in community-based mental health care.

In addition to the benefits provided the defendants, the
counties and taxpayers receive primary benefits of reduced

First, Third, & Ninth Judicial Districts

The Western Nevada Regional Drug Court program began in
fiscal year 2002, and encompasses the First, Third, and Ninth
Judicial Districts and Mineral County in the Fifth Judicial
District. The adult-only program includes cases from the District
Courts in Carson City, Churchill, Douglas, Lyon, Mineral, and
Storey Counties. Third Judicial District Court Judge Archie
Blake is the primary administrator of the program. Other Third
Judicial District Court Judges (from Lyon and Churchill
Counties) fill in as needed.

One obvious difference between the Regional Drug Court and
those in Clark and Washoe Counties is that the presiding Judge
must travel to hear the cases in the other participating judicial
districts. In fact, Judge Blake agreed to include Hawthorne
(Mineral County) in the Western Region Drug Court to
maximize the judicial resources available to serve the area. Most
of the individual counties within the Western Region Drug Court
area also have some separate form of Juvenile Drug Court.

The Western Nevada Regional Drug Court program had 46
graduates during the fiscal year. Additionally, the Drug Court
had eight participants who delivered drug-free babies during
the fiscal year.

Western Nevada Drug Court, Fiscal Year 2004

: . : New Active Cases
number. of people in the.: prisons and increased number of Court & County P e e
productive members in society.
First Judicial District 37 47
During the 2003 Legislature, AB29 was passed that added a $7 Carson City
assessment to misdemeanor charges when defendants are found Storey
guilty in Justice and Municipal Courts to provide additional Third Judicial District
funding for specialty courts throughout the state. All Drug Courts g il 29 28
.. . . Lyon 32 29
are eligible for money through this source. Other specialty courts i AR
o . 0. . . Fifth Judicial District
that are eligible for this additional funding include Alcohol and Mineral 1 12
Mental Health Courts. Ninth Judicial District
. . . . TR Douglas 32 32
The information provided below is tracked by the individual
: . , TOTAL 137 145
specialty court staff. No standards have been defined and applied
statewide. For example, some Districts provide the number of
participants for the year and some provide the number of new
admissions. As these have slightly different connotations, care
should be taken in comparisons among the programs.
34 NEVADA JUDIGCIARY ANNUAL REPORT . FISCAL YEAR 2004



Second Judicial District

The Washoe County Drug Court program has been in
operation since 1994. Judge Peter Breen and Judge Charles M.
McGee handle the duties for Adult and Family Drug Courts,

respectively.

One indication of the success of the Washoe County District
Court Drug Courts is that 33 babies were born drug-free to
participants in all the programs during fiscal year 2004. Without
this intervention, many or all of these babies would have been
born with drugs in their systems with the associated drug-related
developmental problems.

Second Judicial District Drug Courts, Fiscal Year 2004

Type of New
Drug Court Participants Graduates Terminations
Adult criminal 202 158 82
Adult diversion 135 46 32
Prison Re-entry 41 26 7
Family 79 39 6
Juvenile 28 ) 11
TOTAL 485 274 138

Judge Peter Breen also manages the Mental Health Court for
Washoe County, which began in November 2001. In addition
to the defendants with felony and gross misdemeanor charges,
the Mental Health Court also accepts those with misdemeanor
charges. During fiscal year 2004, the Mental Health Court
had 145 people enrolled, of which 14 graduated and 12

were terminated.

Fifth Judicial District Drug Courts, Fiscal Year 2004

Type of New
Drug Court Participants Graduates Terminations
Adult criminal 20 6 4
Family 3 0 0
Juvenile 6 0 3
TOTAL 29 6 7

Eighth Judicial District

Eighth Judicial District Court Judge Jack Lehman began the
first Nevada Drug Court in Clark County, in 1992; that was the
fifth Drug Court in the nation at that time. In December 2000,
Judge Lehman implemented the nation’s First Early Release Re-
entry Drug Court in Clark County. Although Judge Lehman
retired in January 2003 he returned to preside over the Adult
Criminal and Prison Re-entry Drug Courts. Others who preside
over Drug Courts include Judge William Voy, Juvenile Drug
Court; Judge Doug Smith, Las Vegas Justice Court; and Judge
Billy Moma, Laughlin Justice Court.

The Clark County District Court Drug Court program
had 18 drug-free babies born to participants during fiscal
year 2004. The District Court also received an award for the
Prison Re-entry Drug Court from the National Association of
Counties. The award is in recognition of innovative county
government programs.

Eighth Judicial District Drug Courts, Fiscal Year 2004

Active
. . . . Type of New Cases at
Flfth JudICIal DlStI’lCt Drug Court Admissions Year End Graduates Terminations
The Fifth Judicial District Adult Drug Court program has been Adult criminal 483 492 317 436
. . . . Prison Re-entry 33 33 23 7
operating since April 2002. Judge Robert Lane presides over the Dependency 71 95 45 41
Adult and Family Drug Court programs. Child Support 8 30 5 11
Juvenile 99 160 42 48
The Nye County Drug Court had one drug-free baby born to a TOTAL 694 810 432 543
participant in the program during 2004 and four babies born Justice Courts
i Las Vegas 86 94 44 16
in 2003. Laughlin 17 (new program)
The Fifth Judicial District began operation of a Juvenile Drug
Court in February 2004. Senior Justice of the Peace Margaret
Whittaker presides over the Juvenile Drug Court under the
direction of Judge Lane.
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Justice Courts

The Justice Courts are limited jurisdiction courts, meaning
their caseload is restricted to particular types of cases or actions as
prescribed by the Nevada Revised Statutes. Justice Courts
determine whether felony and gross misdemeanor cases have
enough evidence to be bound over to District Court for trial.
They hear misdemeanor non-traffic cases as well as general civil
cases (amounts up to $7,500°), small claims (up to $5,000),
summary eviction cases, and requests for temporary protective
orders (domestic violence® or stalking and harassment). They also
hear traffic and, in some communities, parking cases, which are
counted by charge.

The Justices of the Peace are elected within the townships they
serve (see p. 8). They may hear cases in other townships within
their county.

Statistical Summary

The Justice Court case filing information for the last two fiscal
years is summarized in Table 12. Disposition summary
information is included in Table 13. This is the fifth year of
statistics for the courts.

Statewide, the number of Justice Court non-traffic (criminal
and civil) cases filed in fiscal year 2004 increased more than 6
percent from fiscal year 2003. Statewide traffic and parking
violations decreased 5 percent, reversing the increase from the
previous year. Some rural Justice Courts experienced large
increases (Austin, Jackpot, Searchlight, Wadsworth, and Wells
Justice Courts) or decreases (Bunkerville and Verdi Justice
Courts) in criminal case filings. In traffic violations, other rural
Justice Courts saw large increases (Canal [Fernley] and New River
[Fallon] Justice Courts) or decreases (Wells and Meadow Valley
[Pioche] Justice Courts). Much of this change can be attributed to
the increase or decrease of state or local law enforcement staffing.
Some areas are facing economic hardships and law enforcement
officers were not replaced when the positions were vacated. In
some areas, the positions have finally been filled after having
been left vacant for an extended period.

As expected, the Las Vegas Justice Court had the highest
criminal and traffic caseload with 60 and 52 percent, respectively,

of the statewide totals. Reno Justice Court was next with more
than 7 percent of the criminal and 10 percent of the traffic
caseloads. Carson City Justice and Municipal Court followed
with more than 4 percent of the traffic caseloads.

Civil filings for fiscal year 2004 increased more than 9 percent
statewide from last year. One factor for this increase noted by
that
private businesses are seeking collection of debts through the

several courts s more public agencies and

judicial system.

Although Las Vegas Justice Court had the highest percentage
of civil cases statewide (59 percent), Reno Justice Court
continued to have an unusually high percentage (more than
17 percent) for its population distribution (about 10 percent of
the state).

The Gold Run and Gerlach Justice Courts were closed during
fiscal year 2004, leaving a total of 48 Justice Courts to begin the
next fiscal year.

Disposition information for Justice Courts is provided in Table
13. This is the fourth year for the collecting and reporting of the
disposition information. Many courts still count data manually
while some courts had their case management systems modified
during the year, and some courts were unable to provide accurate
information. As with many projects, the accuracy and
completeness of this information will improve over time.

All disposition categories except traffic increased over last year,
some increases are owing to improved reporting and others to
improving their processing of traffic cases. Las Vegas Justice Court
implemented a new case management system for civil
cases that allowed for much improved reporting of civil
dispositions, which accounted for most of the civil increase in
dispositions statewide.

Dividing the disposition numbers by the filing numbers and
multiplying by 100 provides a clearance rate for the court. A
clearance rate of 90 percent or higher is good. A clearance rate of
more than 100 percent generally indicates the court purged many
old cases.

5 The 2003 Legislature passed Assembly Bill 100, which increases the amount of civil disputes to be heard in Justice Courts to $10,000 effective January 2005.

¢ In some areas near the more urban cities, the Justice Court may not hear domestic violence protection orders because they are heard at the Family Division

of District Court.

36 NEVADA JUDICIARY ANNUAL

REPORT .

FISCAL YEAR 2004



Table 12.
Summary of Justice Court Cases Filed, Fiscal Years 2003-04

Criminal Cases Filed Civil Cases Filed Total Non-Traffic Cases Filed Traffic & Parking Violations Filed
FY 2004 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2003
First Judicial District
Carson City
Carson City Justice Court 2,620 2,501 4,928 4,485 7,548 6,986 18,188 16,605
Storey County
Virginia City Justice Court 114 151 85 83 199 234 1,133 1,011
Second Judicial District
Washoe County
Gerlach Justice Court 8 17 3 9 11 2% 25 188
Incline Village Justice Court 535 739 292 321 827 1,060 1,952 2,324
Reno Justice Court 5,900 6,497 20,561 20,748 26,461 27,245 40,589 46,793
Sparks Justice Court 2,675 2,573 4,815 4,901 7,490 7,474 8,294 8,633
Verdi Justice Court 44 73 24 19 68 92 1,825 1,628
Wadsworth Justice Court 133 74 38 30 171 104 3,500 3,187
Third Judicial District
Churchill County
New River Justice Court 706 740 1,203 1,100 1,909 1,840 5,785 4,348
Lyon County
Canal Justice Court 186 215 645 555 831 770 1,897 944
Dayton Justice Court 895 728 698 728 1,593 1,456 4,144 3,533
Mason Valley Justice Court 247 202 493 432 740 634 2,025 1,722
Smith Valley Justice Court 22 25 17 19 39 44 198 363
Fourth Judicial District
Elko County
Carlin Justice Court 316 357 166 282 482 639 497 401
East Line Justice Court 216 144 212 235 428 379 1,171 949
Elko Justice Court 1,212 1,475 1,597 1,661 2,809 3,136 8,336 8,693
Jackpot Justice Court 189 60 69 152 258 212 1,518 1,676
Wells Justice Court 87 46 76 86 163 132 2,725 4,061
Fifth Judicial District
Esmeralda County
Esmeralda Justice Court 45 528 31 17 76 545 3,438 3,014
Mineral County
Hawthorne Justice Court 535 631 191 139 726 770 4,050 5,094
Nye County
Beatty Justice Court 159 206 37 46 196 252 3,081 2,666
Pahrump Justice Court 1,128 1,398 893 742 2,021 2,140 5,381 4,742
Tonopah Justice Court 187 167 98 109 285 276 3,292 2,684
Sixth Judicial District
Humboldt County
Gold Run Justice Court 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
McDermitt Justice Court 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Paradise Valley Justice Court 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Union Justice Court 2,906 2,332 851 882 3,757 3,214 5,506 5,264
Lander County
Argenta Justice Court 204 220 450 416 654 636 3,097 2,421
Austin Justice Court 48 21 10 3 58 24 1,189 1,118
Pershing County
Lake Justice Court 191 217 214 217 405 434 1,942 2,034
Seventh Judicial District
Eureka County
Beowawe Justice Court 19 19 8 6 27 25 870 678
Eureka Justice Court 33 38 15 6 48 44 1,534 1,439
Lincoln County
Meadow Valley Justice Court 73 75 22 24 95 99 1,119 1,855
Pahranagat Valley Justice Court 122 107 8 8 130 115 3,097 2,665
White Pine County
Ely (No. 1) Justice Court 179 136 404 449 583 585 3,478 3,020
Lund (No. 2) Justice Court 0 0 1 1 1 1 242 272
Baker (No. 3) Justice Court 0 5 0 0 0 5 22 27
Eighth Judicial District
Clark County
Boulder Justice Court 106 115 269 229 375 344 540 564
Bunkerville Justice Court 15 30 13 10 28 40 970 955
Goodsprings Justice Court 188 209 49 66 237 275 8,762 9,205
Henderson Justice Court 2,062 1,694 3,818 3,273 5,880 4,967 6,142 5,887
Las Vegas Justice Court 47,030 45,124 68,724 59,765 115,754 104,889 205,582 224,076
Laughlin Justice Court 1,400 1,385 403 498 1,803 1,883 7,392 6,953
Mesquite Justice Court 108 136 200 194 308 330 12 19
Moapa Justice Court 17 20 10 19 27 39 4,894 5,602
Moapa Valley Justice Court 123 107 54 60 177 167 549 744
North Las Vegas Justice Court 3,062 2,992 2,805 2,700 5,867 5,692 1,003 1,166
Searchlight Justice Court 136 60 9 3 145 63 2,722 3,692
Ninth Judicial District
Douglas County
East Fork Justice Court 941 798 831 668 1,772 1,466 8,394 8,539
Tahoe Justice Court 536 684 211 190 747 874 2,860 2,673
Total 77,658 76,071 116,551 106,586 194,209 182,657 394,962 416,127

Italic indicates numbers that are incomplete or estimated.
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Table 13.
Summary of Justice Court Cases Disposed, Fiscal Years 2003-04

Criminal Cases Filed Civil Cases Filed Total Non-Traffic Cases Filed Traffic & Parking Violations Filed
FY 2004 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2003
First Judicial District
Carson City
Carson City Justice Court 1,358 NR 1,777 NR 3,135 NR 16,081 15,941
Storey County
Virginia City Justice Court 120 133 100 84 220 217 610 766
Second Judicial District
Washoe County
Gerlach Justice Court 2 9 1 8 8 17 2 127
Incline Village Justice Court 568 792 261 285 829 1,077 1,902 2,039
Reno Justice Court 6,394 6,801 9,575 9,367 15,969 16,168 23,299 30,104
Sparks Justice Court 2,480 2,343 2,791 2,843 5,271 5,186 6,660 6,541
Verdi Justice Court 21 53 22 13 43 66 1,884 1,732
Wadsworth Justice Court 124 68 24 25 148 25 2,360 2,746
Third Judicial District
Churchill County
New River Justice Court 1,022 1,175 902 826 1,924 2,001 5,261 3,381
Lyon County
Canal Justice Court 213 162 447 466 660 628 1,848 867
Dayton Justice Court 1,017 995 392 399 1,409 399 4,035 3,358
Mason Valley Justice Court 373 246 330 556 703 802 2,007 1,607
Smith Valley Justice Court 11 16 15 17 26 88 173 377
Fourth Judicial District
Elko County
Carlin Justice Court 239 297 73 125 312 422 369 323
East Line Justice Court 82 60 113 104 195 164 959 848
Elko Justice Court 1,043 538 962 1,309 2,005 538 6,142 5,546
Jackpot Justice Court 63 19 37 62 70 81 1,546 1,938
Wells Justice Court 61 58 80 17 141 75 2,782 4,048
Fifth Judicial District
Esmeralda County
Esmeralda Justice Court 25 546 24 16 49 562 3,076 3,059
Mineral County
Hawthorne Justice Court 69 89 NR NR -- -- 3,273 3,871
Nye County
Beatty Justice Court 172 194 32 45 204 239 3,145 2,672
Pahrump Justice Court 834 1,071 723 628 1,557 1,699 4,229 4,149
Tonopah Justice Court 147 150 87 88 234 238 2,035 1,655
Sixth Judicial District
Humboldt County
Gold Run Justice Court 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
McDermitt Justice Court 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Paradise Valley Justice Court 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Union Justice Court 2,492 2,323 692 731 3,184 3,054 4,572 3,772
Lander County
Argenta Justice Court 202 205 388 239 590 444 3,063 2,523
Austin Justice Court 25 18 12 & 37 21 941 969
Pershing County
Lake Justice Court 193 193 114 115 307 308 1,950 1,638
Seventh Judicial District
Eureka County
Beowawe Justice Court 22 15 9 7 31 22 817 604
Eureka Justice Court 34 15 2 3 36 18 599 822
Lincoln County
Meadow Valley Justice Court 63 34 14 11 77 45 796 1,381
Pahranagat Valley Justice Court 96 63 9 2 105 65 2,666 2,706
White Pine County
Ely (No. 1) Justice Court 150 137 287 383 437 520 2,885 2,472
Lund (No. 2) Justice Court 0 0 2 1 2 1 209 238
Baker (No. 3) Justice Court 0 4 0 0 0 4 22 30
Eighth Judicial District
Clark County
Boulder Justice Court 99 99 249 157 348 256 487 539
Bunkerville Justice Court 15 40 13 6 28 46 856 852
Goodsprings Justice Court 218 106 32 45 250 151 7,684 7,357
Henderson Justice Court 632 402 2,798 577 3,430 979 6,329 5,008
Las Vegas Justice Court NR NR 52,480 4,789 -- - 166,266 200,830
Laughlin Justice Court 1,821 1,106 252 449 2,073 1,555 5,516 5,208
Mesquite Justice Court 105 114 178 141 283 255 3 1
Moapa Justice Court 10 17 1 (9) 11 22 4,331 5,416
Moapa Valley Justice Court 170 185 27 57 197 242 465 699
North Las Vegas Justice Court NR NR 1,033 18 - -- NR NR
Searchlight Justice Court 151 66 9 & 160 69 2,742 3,973

Ninth Judicial District
Douglas County

East Fork Justice Court 1,384 1,031 705 364 2,089 1,395 6,380 6,371

Tahoe Justice Court 757 675 76 150 833 825 2,164 2,052

Total 25,047 22,663 78,150 25,539 103,197 48,202 315,421 353,156
38 NR Not reported Italic indicates numbers that are incomplete or estimated.

Source: Uniform System for Judicial Records, Nevada AOC, Planning & Analysis Division.
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Cases Per Judicial Position

Justice Courts present a unique problem when comparing non-
traffic cases per judicial position. Many of the Justices of the
Peace work part-time. Cases in Justice Courts tend to be much
simpler than cases in District Courts, thus a Justice Court can
handle a larger number of cases per judicial position. In the
Justice and Municipal Courts, traffic charges are not included in
the determination of cases filed per judicial position because they
may be resolved by payment of fines and not require judicial time.

To simplify the presentation in Figure 4, only those Justice
Courts with 1,000 non-traffic cases or more per judicial position
are shown; the remaining courts are listed in a footnote.” The
break at 1,000 was arbitrary. The caseload information for Carson
City Justice and Municipal Court is combined for the
consolidated municipality and is provided in Figure 4 and Tables
12-13 with Justice Courts.

In Figure 4, nine courts have more than 2,000 non-traffic cases
filed per judicial position. Las Vegas had the most at 14,469, up
from the previous year (13,111); Las Vegas is adding another
judicial position in January 2005 to help reduce this caseload.
The statewide average of non-traffic cases filed per judicial
position for Justice Courts is 2,988, an increase from last fiscal
year (2,768).

Judicial Assistance

The AOC and the courts have started the process of
quantifying the judicial assistance provided to the courts to help
dispose cases. The first step was to identify and assign a measure
to quasi-judicial positions. These are special master positions that
help with the adjudication process, but are not elected judicial
officials. The courts were asked to provide an estimate of the full-
time equivalent (FTE) assistance provided during the year.

Figure 4.

Non-Traffic Cases Filed per Judicial Position by
Justice Court, Fiscal Year 2004
(Number of judicial positions in parenthesis)

Las Vegas (8) I ‘ 1 14,469

Reno (5)

T
5,292

Carson City (2) | 3,764
Union (1) | 3,757
Sparks (2) | 3,745
Henderson (2) | 2,940
North Las Vegas (2) { 2,934
Elko (1) | 2,809
Pahrump (1) 2,021
New River (1) | ] 1,909
Laughlin (1) [T 1,803
East Fork (1) [ 1,772
Dayton (1) [ 7,593

0 2,000 4,000 6,000 8,000 10,000 12,000 14,000 16,000

Statewide average of cases filed per judicial position for all Justice Courts is 2,988.

Source: Uniform System for Judicial Records, Nevada AOC,
Planning & Analysis Division.

Las Vegas is the only Justice Court that reported quasi-judicial
positions to help with their burgeoning caseload. They had 0.61
FTE in a Traffic Judge and 0.07 FTE in referees who helped with
traffic matters only and 0.41 FTE in other quasi-judicial positions
that helped with small claims cases. The Traffic Judge is a Senior
Justice of the Peace whose findings are not under review by sitting
Judges. The other traffic and small claims referees can make
recommendations or judgments that are subject to review and
confirmation by sitting Justices of the Peace.

7 Remaining Justice Courts and their non-traffic cases filed per judicial position (each court has one judicial position).

Asterisk indicated judicial position is part-time.

Canal Justice Court* 831 Tonopah Justice Court 285 Verdi Justice Court 68
Incline Village Justice Court 827 Jackpot Justice Court* 258 Austin Justice Court* 58
Tahoe Justice Court 747 Goodsprings Justice Court 237 Eureka Justice Court* 48
Mason Valley Justice Court* 740 Virginia City Justice Court 199 Smith Valley Justice Court* 39
Hawthorne Justice Court* 726 Beatty Justice Court* 196 Bunkerville Justice Court* 28
Argenta Justice Court* 654 Moapa V. Justice Court* 177 Beowawe Justice Court* 27
Ely (No. 1) Justice Court 583 Wadsworth Justice Court* 171 Moapa Justice Court* 27
Carlin Justice Court* 482 Wells Justice Court* 163 Gerlach Justice Court* 11
East Line Justice Court* 428 Searchlight Justice Court 145 Lund Justice Court* 1
Lake Justice Court 405 Pahranagat V. Justice Court* 130 Baker Justice Court* 0
Boulder Justice Court* 375 Meadow V. Justice Court* 95 McDermitt Justice Court* 0
Mesquite Justice Court* 308 Esmeralda Justice Court 76 Paradise V. Justice Court* 0
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Municipal Courts

Municipal Courts are city courts and only handle cases that
involve violation of city ordinances. Their jurisdiction covers the
handling of traffic and non-traffic misdemeanors and, in some
cities, parking. Although they generally do not handle civil cases,
they have limited jurisdiction under Nevada Revised Statute

5.050.

Most Municipal Court Judges are elected within the
municipality they serve (see p. 9); however some are appointed by
their city council.

Statistical Summary

The Municipal Court case filing information for the last two
fiscal years is summarized in Table 14. Disposition summary
information is provided in Table 15. This is the fifth year of
statistics for the courts.

Table 14.

The non-traffic misdemeanor cases filed for Las Vegas
Municipal Court were adjusted because the Municipal Court can
only provide information by charge, not by case or defendant.
This resulted in unfair comparisons being made among Municipal
Courts throughout the state. The total charges submitted by Las
Vegas Municipal Court were divided by 1.5 to estimate the
number of defendants. This value of 1.5 was determined by
analyzing the information submitted by other Municipal Courts
throughout the state for the last 5 years; only those courts that
provided both defendants and charges for individual months were
used in the calculations to determine this divisor.

Statewide Municipal Court criminal filings in fiscal year 2004
decreased little more than 1 percent from the year before.
Statewide traffic violations were similar, decreasing about 2
percent as well.

Summary of Municipal Court Cases Filed, Fiscal Years 2003-04

Non-Traffic Misdemeanor

Defendants Charged Total Traffic and Parking Charges Civil Filings@
Fiscal Year Fiscal Year Fiscal Year Fiscal Year Fiscal Year Fiscal Year

Court 2004 2003 2004 2003 2004 2003
Boulder Municipal Court 458 485 3,696 4,426 NR NR
Caliente Municipal Court 15 26 47 98 20 &
Carlin Municipal Court 83 114 132 165 0 0
Carson City Municipal Court (b) (b) (b) (b) (b) (b)
Elko Municipal Court 300 186 1,868 1,038 NR NR
Ely Municipal Court 118 115 369 505 NR NR
Fallon Municipal Court 431 453 1,181 981 0 0
Fernley Municipal Court 235 237 2,095 1,934 NR NR
Henderson Municipal Court 5,353 5,377 23,315 24,347 NR NR
Las Vegas Municipal Court 28,259 ¢ 29,062 " 115,710 130,728 (d) (d)
Lovelock Municipal Court 65 100 124 160 0 0
Mesquite Municipal Court 579 601 2,259 2,460 NR NR
North Las Vegas Municipal Court 8,364 8,796 47,618 40,557 (d) (d)
Reno Municipal Court 7,598 7,354 26,131 20,803 (@) (d)
Sparks Municipal Court 5,724 5,859 10,265 11,205 NR NR
Wells Municipal Court 40 38 163 198 NR NR
West Wendover Municipal Court 500 151 887 647 NR NR
Yerington Municipal Court 113 120 266 302 NR NR
Total 58,235 59,074 236,126 240,554 20 3

NR Not reported.
a Municipal Courts have very limited civil jurisdiction.

b Municipal Court data combined with Justice Court data (Table A6) for the consolidated municipality of Carson City.
¢ Court reported non-traffic misdemeanor numbers by charges so total charges were divided by the statewide Municipal Court average of 1.5 charges per defendant

SO more appropriate comparisons can be made.
d Cases are handled administratively by the city.

f  Court reported traffic and parking numbers by defendants; could not report by charges.

r Revised.

Source: Uniform System for Judicial Records, Nevada AOC, Planning & Analysis Division.
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Table 15.
Summary of Municipal Court Cases Disposed, Fiscal Years 2003-04

Misdemeanor, Non-Traffic Traffic & Parking Civil Cases
Cases Disposed Violations Disposed Disposed
Court FY 2004 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2003

Boulder Municipal Court 720 933 3,457 4,566 NR NR
Caliente Municipal Court 12 8 53 60 8 3
Carlin Municipal Court 89 82 96 117 0 0
Carson City Municipal Court (a (a) (a) (a) (a) (a)
Elko Municipal Court 204 161 1,671 1,016 NR NR
Ely Municipal Court 219 227 385 543 NR NR
Fallon Municipal Court 229 256 561 477 0 0
Fernley Municipal Court 381 289 2,350 2,055 NR NR
Henderson Municipal Court 6,027 6,760b 21,554 13,456 NR NR
Las Vegas Municipal Court 44,793b 39,569 115,966 125,092 (c) (c)

. 65 83 54 84 0 0
Lovelock Municipal Court
Mesquite Municipal Court 762 731 2,048 2,360 NR NR
North Las Vegas Municipal Court 6,904 5,686 35,452 44,266 (c) (c)
Reno Municipal Court 11,9090 11,6370 23,477 19,803 (c) (c)
Sparks Municipal Court 5,893° 7,243¢ 11,865° 12,458¢ NR NR
Wells Municipal Court 25 23 130 158 NR NR
West Wendover Municipal Court 308 141 896 657 NR NR
Yerington Municipal Court 106 80 136 121 NR NR
Total 78,646 73,904 220,151 227,289 8 3

NR Not reported.

a Municipal Court data combined with Justice Court data (Table A6) for the consolidated municipality of Carson City.

b Dispositions are by charges, not defendants.
¢ Cases are handled administratively by the city.
e Estimated.

Source: Uniform System for Judicial Records, Nevada AOC, Planning & Analysis Division.

Some Municipal Courts experienced large increases (Elko and
West Wendover) or decreases (Lovelock and Mesquite)
in criminal case filings. Some Municipal Courts saw large
increases (Elko and West Wendover) or decreases (Caliente and
Wells) in traffic and parking violations. Some of this change

can be attributed to the increase or decrease of local law
enforcement staffing. Some cities are facing economic hardships
and law enforcement officers were not replaced when the
positions were vacated.

For only the third time since data collection began in July
1999, a Municipal Court had civil filings. The Caliente
Municipal Court had 20 small claims filings wherein the city was
seeking payment through the courts for unpaid utility bills. This
is the type of limited jurisdiction civil case a Municipal Court
may handle.

The disposition information for Municipal Courts is provided
in Table 15. This is the fourth year for the collecting and
reporting of the disposition information. Some courts had to
count manually, some courts had their case management systems
modified during the year, and some courts were unable to provide

FISCAL YEAR 2004
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accurate information. As with many projects, the accuracy and
completeness of this information will improve over time.

Non-traffic dispositions increased 6 percent over last year, some
owing to improved reporting and others to improved clearance
rates. The traffic and parking dispositions decreased 3 percent
from last year.

Dividing the disposition numbers by the filing numbers and
multiplying by 100 provides a clearance rate for the court.
Generally, a clearance rate of 90 percent or better is good; a
clearance rate of more than 100 percent indicates a reduction in
the backlog or the court purged many old cases. However, since
some of the courts provided incomplete information, many rates
cannot be accurately determined.

Cases Per Judicial Position

The number of cases filed per judicial position for Municipal
Courts in fiscal year 2004 is shown in Figure 5. Historical
information for the previous 3 years is also provided because a
change was made in the calculations this year (dividing

41

JUDICIARY ANNUAL REPORT



Uniform System for Judicial Records

Las Vegas Municipal Court non-traffic misdemeanor
charges by 1.5 to approximate defendants as reported by
other courts). To avoid misrepresentations or inaccurate
comparisons to previous years’ information, historical
information has been revised and is provided in the chart
as well. The courts are ranked in order based on the fiscal
year 2004 data. In the Justice and Municipal Courts, traffic
charges are not included in the determination of cases filed
per judicial position because they may be resolved by
payment of fines and not require judicial time.

Continuing the order as in the previous year, the two
Municipal Courts with the largest non-traffic caseload
per judicial position are North Las Vegas (8,364) and
Las Vegas (4,710), with Sparks (2,862), Henderson
(2,677), and Reno (1,900) following. The statewide
average of cases filed per judicial position for Municipal
Courts is 2,157, up from the revised number for the
previous year (2,037). The caseload information for
Carson City Justice and Municipal Court is combined for
the consolidated municipality and is provided in Figure 4
and Tables 12-13 with Justice Courts.

Judicial Assistance

The AOC and the courts have started the process of
counting the judicial assistance provided to the courts to
help dispose cases. The first step was to identify and assign
a measure to quasi-judicial positions. These are positions
that help with the adjudication process but are not elected
judicial officials. The courts were asked to provide an
estimate of the full-time equivalent (FTE) assistance
provided during the year.

Municipal Court information submitted indicates no
court received any judicial assistance.
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Figure 5.

Non-Traffic Cases Filed per Judicial Position by Municipal Court,
Fiscal Years 2001-04
(Number of judicial positions in parenthesis)

8,364 |
North Las Vegas (1) 6,812 8,799

\ | 6,204

‘ 4,716
Las Vegas (6) 4 4%'534‘4

\ I'|'4,779

Sparks (2)

Henderson (2)

Reno (4)

Mesquite (1)

West Wendover (1)

Boulder (1)

Fallon (1)

Elko (1)

Fernley (1)

Ely (1)

Yerington (1)

Carlin (1)

Lovelock (1)

Wells (1)

Caliente (1)

= 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000 6,000 7,000 8,000 9,000 10,000

O Fiscal Year 2001 O Fiscal Year 2002 O Fiscal Year 2003 W Fiscal Year 2004

Statewide average of cases filed per judicial position for Municipal Courts is 2,157.
Source: Uniform System for Judicial Records, Nevada AOC, Planning & Analysis Division.
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Courts with Incomplete Data

The courts that did not provide all of their monthly data for
fiscal year 2004 are listed in Table 16, as are the specific elements
of the data missing during the year.

Other tables in this report have data in italics or a footnote (i)
indicating the data are incomplete and referring the reader here
to determine what is missing. In a few instances, courts submitted
all they could count, but acknowledge that there are issues with
the numbers and they are working to correct them. In those
instances, the data will be in italics or flagged with footnote e,
estimated, but the court may not appear here if all monthly
reports were filed.

Last fiscal year, nine courts were unable to provide all their
caseload disposition information. This year, all courts were again
able to provide some caseload filing information. However, eight
courts are missing some or all of their disposition information.
Reporting by the courts continues to improve and all the courts
are to be commended for their efforts to meet the Uniform
System for Judicial Records reporting requirements.

The disposition data requirements are harder for court staff to
collect than the filing information. Many courts throughout

Table 16.
Courts with Incomplete Data

Nevada do not have automated case management systems;
court staff must manually collect the information from each
case or citation.

The Administrative Office of the Courts is working with the
courts on technology projects that will bring case management
systems (CourtView) to many of the rural courts and similar
technology to some urban courts. This new system provides the
courts with an automated mechanism to prepare their monthly
statistics reports while also improving court processes and
procedures.

During fiscal year 2004, Carson City District Court and North
Las Vegas Municipal Court began using the criminal module, and
Argenta (Battle Mountain), Beowawe, Carson City, and Eureka
Justice Courts began using the new system in its entirety. At the
end of fiscal year 2004 throughout Nevada, 19 courts were using
some or all of the modules for the CourtView case management
system. Several courts are scheduled to begin using the new
system during fiscal year 2005.

Court

Missing Data

First Judicial District
Carson City Justice & Municipal Court

Fifth Judicial District
Mineral County District Court

Criminal Disposition Data (except traffic)
Civil Disposition Data

Criminal Filing & Disposition Data
Civil Filing & Disposition Data

July - October 2003
July - October 2003

October 2003 - June 2004
October 2003 - June 2004

Hawthorne Justice Court

Seventh Judicial District
White Pine County District Court
Baker Justice Court
Eureka Justice Court

Eighth Judicial District
Las Vegas Justice Court
North Las Vegas Justice Court

Family Filing & Disposition Data
Juvenile Filing & Disposition Data
Criminal Disposition Data

Traffic Disposition Data

Civil Disposition Data

Civil Disposition Data
Criminal Filings & Disposition Data
Criminal Disposition Data (partial)

Criminal Disposition Data (except traffic)
Criminal Disposition Data
Civil Disposition Data (except TPOs)

October 2003 - June 2004
October 2003 - June 2004
July 2003 - June 2004
April - June 2004

July 2003 - June 2004

Unable to provide complete information
September 2003 - June 2004
July 2003 - May 2004

July 2003 - June 2004
July 2003 - June 2004
July - September 2003
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Table A1.

Summary of Population, Judicial Positions, and Cases Processed by Court for Nevada Judiciary, Fiscal Year 2004

Authorized Total Traffic &
Population Judicial Non- Total Non-traffic Traffic & Parking
as of Positions as Criminal Criminal Non-Traffic Cases Parking Violations
Court 7/1/032 of 6/30/04 Cases? Cases Cases Disposed Violations Disposed
First Judicial District 58,956 2 307 2,710 3,017 1,758 1,316 1,343
Carson City District Court 55,220 302 2,628 2,930 1,723 1,293 1,320
Storey County District Court 3,736 5 82 87 35 23 23
Carson City
Carson City Justice/Municipal Courtd 55,220 2 2,620 4,928 7,548 NR 18,188 16,081
Storey County
Virginia City Justice Court 3,736 1 114 85 199 220 1,133 610
Second Judicial District 373,233 12 3,059 19,005 22,064 18,249 NR NR
Washoe County District Court 373,233 3,059 19,005 22,064 18,249 NR NR
Washoe County
Gerlach Justice Court 819 0 8 S8 11 3 25 2
Incline Village Justice Court 10,641 1 535 292 827 829 1,952 1,902
Reno Justice Court 234,438 5 5,900 20,561 26,461 15,969 40,589 23,299
Sparks Justice Court 122,293 2 2,675 4,815 7,490 5,271 8,294 6,660
Verdi Justice Court 3,277 1 44 24 68 43 1,825 1,884
Wadsworth Justice Court 1,765 1 133 38 171 148 3,500 2,360
Reno Municipal Court 195,727 4 7,598 NJ 7,598 11,909 26,131 23,477
Sparks Municipal Court 78,435 2 5,724 0 5,724 5,893 10,265 11,865
Third Judicial District 67,052 3f 334 3,666 4,000 2,068 1,826 1,627
Churchill County District Court 25,808 169 1,926 2,095 1,107 341 313
Lyon County District Court 41,244 165 1,740 1,905 961 1,485 1,314
Churchill County
New River Justice Court 25,808 1 706 1,203 1,909 1,924 5,785 5,261
Fallon Municipal Court 8,301 1 431 0 431 229 1,181 561
Lyon County
Canal Justice Court 11,718 1 186 645 831 660 1,897 1,848
Dayton Justice Court 18,987 1 895 698 1,593 1,409 4,144 4,035
Mason Valley Justice Court 8,746 1 247 493 740 703 2,025 2,007
Smith Valley Justice Court 1,793 1 22 17 39 26 198 173
Fernley Municipal Court 11,718 1 235 NR 235 381 2,095 2,350
Yerington Municipal Court 2,902 ()] 113 NR 113 106 266 136
Fourth Judicial District 45,805 2 251 1,711 1,962 1,255 455 428
Elko County District Court 45,805 251 1,711 1,962 1,255 455 428
Elko County
Carlin Justice Court 2,239 1 316 166 482 312 497 369
East Line Justice Court 4,732 1 216 212 428 195 1,171 959
Elko Justice Court 34,675 1 1,212 1,597 2,809 2,005 8,336 6,142
Jackpot Justice Court 1,203 1 189 69 258 70 1,518 1,546
Wells Justice Court 2,956 1 87 76 163 141 2,725 2,782
Carlin Municipal Court 2,045 (h) 83 0 83 89 132 96
Elko Municipal Court 16,354 (i) 300 NR 300 204 1,868 1,671
Wells Municipal Court 1,373 ) 40 NR 40 25 163 130
West Wendover Municipal Court 4,732 (k) 500 NR 500 308 887 896
Fifth Judicial District 42,454 2 303 2,294 2,597 1,842 308 361
Esmeralda County District Court 1,116 15 15 30 50 22 17
Mineral County District Court 4,687 4 45 49 40 5 1
Nye County District Court 36,651 284 2,234 2,518 1,752 281 343
Esmeralda County
Esmeralda Justice Court 1,116 1 45 31 76 49 3,438 3,076
Mineral County
Hawthorne Justice Court 4,687 1 535 191 726 - 4,050 3,273
Nye County
Beatty Justice Court 2,184 1 159 37 196 204 3,081 3,145
Pahrump Justice Court 29,613 1 1,128 893 2,021 1,557 5,381 4,229
Tonopah Justice Court 4,853 1 187 98 285 234 3,292 2,035
Sixth Judicial District 28,701 2 211 994 1,205 883 148 147
Humboldt County District Court 16,457 136 535 671 377 NR NR
Lander County District Court 5,277 11 187 198 209 137 136
Pershing County District Court 6,967 64 272 336 297 11 11
Humboldt County
Gold Run Justice Court 421 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
McDermitt Justice Court 1,136 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Paradise Valley Justice Court 417 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Union Justice Court 14,483 1 2,906 851 3,757 3,184 5,506 4,572
Lander County
Argenta Justice Court 4,735 1 204 450 654 590 3,097 3,063
Austin Justice Court 542 1 48 10 58 37 1,189 941
Pershing County
Lake Justice Court 6,967 1 191 214 405 307 1,942 1,950
Lovelock Municipal Court 2,405 0 65 0 65 65 124 54
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Table A1.

Summary of Population, Judicial Positions, and Cases Processed by Court for Nevada Judiciary, Fiscal Year 2004 (cont’d)

Authorized Total Traffic &
Population Judicial Non- Total Non-traffic Traffic & Parking
as of Positions as Criminal Criminal Non-Traffic Cases Parking Violations
Court 7/1/032 of 6/30/04 Cases? Cases € Cases Disposed Violations Disposed
Seventh Judicial District 17,330 2 146 500 646 454
Eureka County District Court 1,420 13 42 55 16 (] 0]
Lincoln County District Court 3,749 43 145 188 150 (] (]
White Pine County District Court 8,842 90 313 403 288 0] U]
Eureka County
Beowawe Justice Court 475 1 19 8 27 31 870 817
Eureka Justice Court 945 1 33 15 48 36 1,534 599
Lincoln County
Meadow Valley Justice Court 2,798 1 73 22 95 77 1,119 796
Pahranagat Valley Justice Court 951 1 122 8 130 105 3,097 2,666
Caliente Municipal Court 1,184 (m) 15 20 35 0 47 53
White Pine County
Ely (No. 1) Justice Court 8,269 1 179 404 583 437 3,478 2,885
Lund (No. 2) Justice Court 395 1 0 1 1 2 242 209
Baker (No. 3) Justice Court 178 1 0 0 0 0 2 2
Ely Municipal Court 3,829 1 118 NR 118 219 369 385
Eighth Judicial District 1,620,748 33 8,454 78,424 86,878 76,790 2,465 NR
Clark County District Court 1,620,748 8,454 78,424 86,878 76,790 2,465 NR
Clark County
Boulder Justice Court 15,445 1 106 269 375 348 540 487
Bunkerville Justice Court 1,165 1 15 13 28 28 970 856
Goodsprings Justice Court 3,759 1 188 49 237 250 8,762 7,684
Henderson Justice Court 218,370 2 2,062 3,818 5,880 3,430 6,142 6,329
Las Vegas Justice Court 1,182,623 8 47,030 68,724 115,754 -- 205,582 166,266
Laughlin Justice Court 6,990 1 1,400 403 1,803 2,073 7,392 5,516
Mesquite Justice Court 13,994 1 108 200 308 283 12 &
Moapa Justice Court 1,642 1 17 10 27 11 4,894 4,331
Moapa Valley Justice Court 6,603 1 123 54 177 197 549 465
North Las Vegas Justice Court 168,402 2 3,062 2,805 5,867 - 1,003 NR
Searchlight Justice Court 1,754 1 136 9 145 160 2,722 2,742
Boulder Municipal Court 14,934 (n) 458 0 458 720 3,696 3,457
Henderson Municipal Court 217,448 2 5,353 NR 5,353 6,027 23,315 21,554
Las Vegas Municipal Court 528,617 6 28,259 NJ 28,259 44,793 115,710 115,966
Mesquite Municipal Court 13,895 (o) 579 NR 579 762 2,259 2,048
North Las Vegas Municipal Court 146,005 1 8,364 NJ 8,364 6,904 47,618 35,452
Ninth Judicial District 45,603 2 138 1,626 1,764 1,400 458 443
Douglas County District Court 45,603 138 1,626 1,764 1,400 458 443
Douglas County
East Fork Justice Court 38,184 1 941 831 1,772 2,089 8,394 6,380
Tahoe Justice Court 7,419 1 536 211 747 833 2,860 2,164
TOTALS 2,296,566
District Court Judges 60 13,203 110,930 124,133 104,721 6,976 4,349
Justice Court Judges 63 77,658 116,551 194,209 103,197 394,962 315,421
Municipal Court Judges 27 58,235 20 58,255 78,654 236,126 220,151

NJ  Not within court jurisdiction.

a Source: Nevada State Demographer. "Township boundaries may not correspond to incorporated cities, and are estimated using a different method than the

city/town estimates. Because of this, they will differ from city estimates."

Smith Valley Justice Court judge also serves as Yerington Municipal Court judge.
Carlin Justice Court judge also serves as Carlin Municipal Court judge.

Elko Justice Court judge also serves as Elko Municipal Court judge.

Wells Justice Court judge also serves as Wells Municipal Court judge.

East Line Justice Court judge also serves as West Wendover Municipal Court judge.
Justices of the peace serve as juvenile masters for all juvenile traffic cases.
Pahranagat Valley Justice Court judge also serves as Caliente Municipal Court judge.
Boulder Justice Court judge also serves as Boulder City Municipal Court judge.
Mesquite Justice Court judge also serves as Mesquite Municipal Court judge.

033 —Xx—-——-3Q -9 0o

Source: Uniform System for Judicial Records, Nevada AOC, Planning & Analysis Division.
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Criminal cases include felony, gross misdemeanor, and non-traffic misdemeanor defendants. Traffic and parking violations are not included.
Non-criminal cases include civil, family, and juvenile (non-traffic) cases for District Court and civil cases for Justice and Municipal Courts.

Carson City is a combined county and city municipality. Two judges serve in the combined Justice/Municipal Court.
These judges administer the Western Nevada Regional Drug Court hearing cases assigned to the drug program from the First, Third, and Ninth Judicial Districts.
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Table A2.

48

Criminal Caseload Processed by District Courts in Nevada, Fiscal Year 2004

Criminal Defendants Criminal
Appeals Total Total
Gross from Lower Cases Cases
Felony Misdemeanor Court Filed Disposed
First Judicial District
Carson City District Court 268 22 12 302 272
Storey County District Court 5) 0 0 5 7
Second Judicial District
Washoe County District Court 2,287 728 44 3,059 2,783
Third Judicial District
Churchill County District Court 133 36 0 169 131
Lyon County District Court 133 32 0 165 145
Fourth Judicial District
Elko County District Court 235 5 11 251 261
Fifth Judicial District
Esmeralda County District Court 11 2 2 15 24
Mineral County District Court 4! o' o' 4! 8!
Nye County District Court 264 20 0 284 207
Sixth Judicial District
Humboldt County District Court 94 35 7 136 110
Lander County District Court 6 5 0 11 22
Pershing County District Court 61 1 2 64 57
Seventh Judicial District
Eureka County District Court 11 2 0 13 11
Lincoln County District Court 38 4 1 43 33
White Pine County District Court 84 3 3 90 65
Eighth Judicial District
Clark County District Court 6,978 @ 1,371° 105 8,454 10,848
Ninth Judicial District
Douglas County District Court 129 4 5 138 114
Total 10,741 2,270 192 13,203 15,098
a Data are by cases instead of defendants.
i Data are incomplete. See Table 16 for details.
Source: Uniform System for Judicial Records, Nevada AOC, Planning & Analysis Division.
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Table A3.

Civil Caseload Processed by District Courts in Nevada, Fiscal Year 2004

New Civil Cases Filed

Total Total
Real Construction Torts - Reopened Civil Cases
Property  Defect  Negligence Torts Probate Other Cases Cases Disposed
First Judicial District
Carson City District Court 21 0 115 23 104 419 1 683 432
Storey County District Court 6 0 0 4 8 3 0 21 0
Second Judicial District
Washoe County District Court 131 10 828 166 600 1,937 415 4,087 3,088
Third Judicial District
Churchill County District Court 8 0 27 51 48 3 0 137 90
Lyon County District Court 27 1 29 & 92 121 12 285 73
Fourth Judicial District
Elko County District Court 13 0 70 16 9 139 159 496 174
Fifth Judicial District
Esmeralda County District Court 1 0 0 0 4 2 1 8 20
Mineral County District Court 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 0/ 11 0/ 11/ 51
Nye County District Court 71 0 30 12 181 113 0 407 191
Sixth Judicial District
Humboldt County District Court 2 0 10 3 47 57 0 119 41
Lander County District Court 1 0 4 1 8 12 0 26 17
Pershing County District Court 3 1 6 10 26 11 0 57 31
Seventh Judicial District
Eureka County District Court 3 0 2 0 7 4 0 16 1
Lincoln County District Court 2 0 1 3 13 9 0 28 23
White Pine County District Court 4 0 4 16 31 36 0 91 26!
Eighth Judicial District
Clark County District Court 1,064 77 5,498 654 2,439 10,791 1,626 22,149 22,676
Ninth Judicial District
Douglas County District Court 26 2 55 9 89 213 6 400 281
Total 1,383 91 6,679 971 3,796 13,871 2,220 29,011 27,169

i Data are incomplete. See Table 16 for details.

Source: Uniform System for Judicial Records, Nevada AOC, Planning & Analysis Division.
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Table A4.

Family Caseload Processed by District Courts in Nevada, Fiscal Year 2004

New Family-Related Cases Filed

Marriage Support/ Support Adop-

Uniform
Interstate
Family

Miscel-
Termination laneous

Request

for

Domestic

Violence
Mental Protective Re-
of Parental Domestic Guardian- Health Orders opened Family Cases

Total

Total

Dissolution Custody Act tions Paternity Rights Relations ship Case (TPOs) Cases Cases Disposed

First Judicial District

Carson City District Court 388 12 216 23 7 22 22 93 9 0 NR 792 77

Storey County District Court 23 1 0 1 0 2 0 6 0 0 0 33 16
Second Judicial District

Washoe County District Court 2,934 242 1,567 164 57 220 273 478 410 1,790 2,011 10,146 9,211
Third Judicial District

Churchill County District Court 311 4 162 12 4 12 15 22 0 0 NR 542 494

Lyon County District Court 107 5 282 5 0 7 15 43 0 0 NR 464 162
Fourth Judicial District

Elko County District Court 267 17 245 44 13 21 24 42 0 174 10 857 691
Fifth Judicial District

Esmeralda County District Court 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 5 5

Mineral County District Court 51 of 237 of of 0 of 21 o/ i 0f 30f 171

Nye County District Court 525 17 295 6 10 19 17 38 0 1 0 928 817
Sixth Judicial District

Humboldt County District Court 92 7 100 7 1 5 4 15 0 0 6 237 184

Lander County District Court 29 0 1 2 0 3 0 5 0 0 15 55 55

Pershing County District Court 33 2 29 0 0 & 1 13 0 0 4 85 138
Seventh Judicial District

Eureka County District Court 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 2

Lincoln County District Court 18 0 11 2 0 1 0 8 0 0 0 35 28

White Pine County District Court 47 0 48 8 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 112 158
Eighth Judicial District

Clark County District Court 14,392 1,177 5,037 532 340 603 832 1,322 1,314 8,423 5,799 39,771 34,760
Ninth Judicial District

Douglas County District Court 617 14 90 26 19 22 25 32 0 0 12 857 774
Total 19,793 1,498 8,106 832 451 940 1,228 2,124 1,733 10,388 7,858 54,951 48,229

i Data are incomplete. See Table 16 for details.

Source: Uniform System for Judicial Records, Nevada AOC, Planning & Analysis Division.
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Table A5.

Juvenile Caseload Processed by District Courts in Nevada, Fiscal Year 2004

New Juvenile Cases Filed

Total Non-Traffic Juvenile Traffic

Criminal- Child Cases Violations
type Abuse/ Miscel- Detention/ Protective
Juvenile  Status Neglect laneous Informal Extradition Custody
Petition Petitions Petitions Petitions Hearings Hearings Hearings Filed Disposed Filed Disposed
First Judicial District
Carson City District Court 290 55 14 163 335 281 15 1,153 302 1,293 1,320
Storey County District Court 8 0 2 0 0 15 3 28 12 23 23
Second Judicial District
Washoe County District Court 1,889 NR 554 10 1,873 NR 446 4,772 3,167 NR NR
Third Judicial District
Churchill County District Court 274 147 12 28 741 32 13 1,247 392 341 313
Lyon County District Court 533 79 14 0 211 122 32 991 581 1,485 1,314
Fourth Judicial District
Elko County District Court 214 0 13 1 0 100 30 358 129 455 428
Fifth Judicial District
Esmeralda County District Court 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 1 22 17
Mineral County District Court 13/ iR o' o' o' o' o' 141 10/ 5/ 1/
Nye County District Court 409 103 31 8 161 186 1 899 537 2812 343
Sixth Judicial District
Humboldt County District Court 176 0 3 0 NR NR NR 179 42 NR NR
Lander County District Court 34 0 7 1 17 28 19 106 115 137 136
Pershing County District Court 45 31 3 16 34 0 1 130 71 11 11
Seventh Judicial District
Eureka County District Court 22 0 0 1 1 0 0 24 2 (b) (b)
Lincoln County District Court 73 0 0 4 0 4 1 82 66 (b) (b)
White Pine County District Court 94 6 8 0 0 1 1 110 61 (b) (b)
Eighth Judicial District
Clark County District Court 8,983 0 1,077 82 0 4,018 2,344 16,504 8,506 2,465 NR
Ninth Judicial District
Douglas County District Court 256 1 6 1 0 98 7 369 231 458 443
Total 13,314 423 1,744 315 3,374 4,885 2,913 26,968 14,225 6,976 4,349

NR Not reported

a Traffic numbers are by defendants, not charges.

b Juvenile traffic violations handled by Justice Courts.
i Data are incomplete. See Table 16 for details.

Source: Uniform System for Judicial Records, Nevada AOC, Planning & Analysis Division.
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Table A6.

Criminal Caseload Processed by Justice Courts in Nevada, Fiscal Year 2004

Criminal Defendants Charged Charges
Gross Misdemeanor, Total Total Juvenile  Traffic Parking Total Total
Felony Misdemeanor Non-Traffic Filed Disposed Traffic Violations Violations Filed Disposed
First Judicial District
Carson City
Carson City Justice Court 766 98 1,7568 2,620 1,358 NJ 18,0552 1339 18,1882 16,081
Storey County
Virginia City Justice Court 22 0 92 114 120 NJ 1,114 19 1,133 610
Second Judicial District
Washoe County
Gerlach Justice Court 0 0 8 8 2 NJ 25 0 25 2
Incline Village Justice Court 38 10 487 535 568 47 1,484 421 1,952 1,902
Reno Justice Court 2,338 277 3,285 5900 6,394 NJ 40,589 NJ 40,589 23,299
Sparks Justice Court 1,083 222 1,370 2,675 2,480 NJ 8,294 NJ 8,294 6,660
Verdi Justice Court 8 9 27 44 21 NJ 1,822 8 1,825 1,884
Wadsworth Justice Court 0 0 133 133 124 NJ 3,500 0 3,500 2,360
Third Judicial District
Churchill County
New River Justice Court 280 62 364 706 1,022 NJ 5,785 0 5,785 5,261
Lyon County
Canal Justice Court 101 15 70 186 213 NJ 1,897 0 1,897 1,848
Dayton Justice Court 137 20 738 895 1,017 NJ 4,135 9 4,144 4,035
Mason Valley Justice Court 115 11 121 247 373 NJ 2,025 0 2,025 2,007
Smith Valley Justice Court 4 2 16 22 11 NJ 198 0 198 173
Fourth Judicial District
Elko County
Carlin Justice Court NR NR 316 316 239 NJ 497 0 497 369
East Line Justice Court NR NR 216 216 82 NJ 1,171 NR 1,171 959
Elko Justice Court 321 20 871 1,212 1,043 NJ 8,334 2 8,336 6,142
Jackpot Justice Court 4 NR 185 189 33 NJ 1,510 8 1,518 1,546
Wells Justice Court 0 0 87 87 61 NJ 2,725 0 2,725 2,782
Fifth Judicial District
Esmeralda County
Esmeralda Justice Court 16 7 22 45 25 NJ 3,438 0 3,438 3,076
Mineral County . bi b bi
Hawthorne Justice Court 106 14 415 535 69/ NJ 4,050 %! 0 4,050°" 3,273 b/
Nye County
Beatty Justice Court 60 8 91 159 172 NJ 3,081 0 3,081 3,145
Pahrump Justice Court 423 65 640 1,128 834 NJ 5,353 28 5,381 4,229
Tonopah Justice Court 90 5 92 187 147 NJ 3,291 1 3,292 2,035
Sixth Judicial District
Humboldt County
Gold Run Justice Court 0 0 0 0 0 NJ 0 0 0 0
McDermitt Justice Court 0 0 0 0 0 NJ 0 0 0 0
Paradise Valley Justice Court 0 0 0 0 0 NJ 0 0 0 0
Union Justice Court 217 27 2,662 2,906 2,492 NJ 5,353 153 5,506 4,572
Lander County
Argenta Justice Court 30 3 171 204 202 NJ 3,096 1 3,097 3,063
Austin Justice Court 2 1 45 48 25 NJ 1,189 0 1,189 941
Pershing County
Lake Justice Court 71 11 109 191 193 NJ 1,942 1,942 1,950
Seventh Judicial District
Eureka County
Beowawe Justice Court 1 1 17 19 22 3 867 0 870 817 .
Eureka Justice Court 6 0 27 33 34 2 1,532 0 1,534 599/
Lincoln County
Meadow Valley Justice Court 40 6 27 73 63 17 1,102 0 1,119 796
Pahranagat Valley Justice Court 19 3 100 122 96 17 3,080 0 3,097 2,666
White Pine County
Ely (No. 1) Justice Court 96 9 74 179 150 179 3,299 0 3,478 2,885
Lund (No. 2) Justice Court 0 0 0 0 0 0 242 . 0 242 . 209 .
Baker (No. 3) Justice Court 0 0 0 0 0 0 221 0 22! 22!
Eighth Judicial District
Clark County
Boulder Justice Court 77 13 16 106 99 8 532 0 540 487
Bunkerville Justice Court 6 0 9 15 15 2 941 0 970 856
Goodsprings Justice Court 109 & 76 188 218 . 0 8,762 0 8,762 7,684
Henderson Justice Court 1,615 149 298 2,062 632/ 147 5,927 68 6,142 6,329
Las Vegas Justice Court 18,568 1,189 27,273 47,030 NR 5,047 194,474 6,061 205,582 166,266
Laughlin Justice Court 524 17 859 1,400 1,821 117 6,363 912 7,392 5,516 €
Mesquite Justice Court 88 4 16 108 105 0 12 0 12 3
Moapa Justice Court 8 1 8 17 10 81 4,813 0 4,894 4,331
Moapa Valley Justice Court 22 28 73 123 170 NR 505 44 549 465
North Las Vegas Justice Court 1,599 135 1,328 3,062 NR 27 976 0 1,003 NR
Searchlight Justice Court 43 0 93 136 151 23 2,697 b 2 2,722 2,742
Ninth Judicial District
Douglas County
East Fork Justice Court 231 27 683 941 1,384 NJ 8,275 119 8,394 6,380
Tahoe Justice Court 119 8 409 536 757 NJ 2,704 156 2,860 2,164
Total 29,403 2,480 45,775 77,658 25,047 5,744 381,078 8,140 394,962 315,421

NJ Not within court jurisdiction.
NRNot reported.

a Municipal Court data included in totals.
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b Court reported traffic numbers by defendants; could not report by charges.

e Estimated.

i Data are incomplete. See Table 16 for details.

Source: Uniform System for Judicial Records, Nevada AOC, Planning & Analysis Division.



Table A7.
Civil Caseload Processed by Justice Courts in Nevada, Fiscal Year 2004

New Civil Cases Filed

Landlord/Tenant Requests for Request for
(formerly Domestic Violence Protection Orders . Total
General Small Summary Protective (non-domestic Re-opened Total Civil  cases
Civil Claims  Evictions) Orders (TPOs) violence) Cases Cases  pisposed
First Judicial District
Carson City
Carson City Justice Court 1,913 638 1,274 513 569 21 4,928 1,777
Storey County
Virginia City Justice Court 8 26 16 28 6 1 85 100
Second Judicial District
Washoe County
Gerlach Justice Court 1 2 0 0 0 0 3 1
Incline Village Justice Court 47 118 105 12 10 0 292 261
Reno Justice Court 9,002 3,157 7,920 (a) 482 0 20,561 9,575
Sparks Justice Court 985 1,315 2,357 (a) 158 0 4,815 2,791
Verdi Justice Court 2 11 11 0 0 0 24 22
Wadsworth Justice Court 0 4 27 6 1 0 38 24
Third Judicial District
Churchill County
New River Justice Court 266 414 276 147 82 18 1,203 902
Lyon County
Canal Justice Court 74 284 173 92 21 1 645 447
Dayton Justice Court 114 165 232 94 93 0 698 392
Mason Valley Justice Court 93 289 13 88 9 1 493 330
Smith Valley Justice Court 0 11 0 6 0 0 17 15
Fourth Judicial District
Elko County
Carlin Justice Court 19 133 14 (a) (@) 0 166 73
East Line Justice Court 44 123 22 10 13 0 212 113
Elko Justice Court 659 760 138 0 40 0 1,597 962
Jackpot Justice Court 5) 55 7 2 0 0 69 37
Wells Justice Court 18 39 0 14 5] 0 76 80
Fifth Judicial District
Esmeralda County
Esmeralda Justice Court 2 7 0 17 5 0 31 24
Mineral County
Hawthorne Justice Court 32 82 41 36 0 0 191 NR
Nye County
Beatty Justice Court 4 13 1 16 3 0 37 32
Pahrump Justice Court 150 154 208 324 35 22 893 723
Tonopah Justice Court 28 26 6 24 14 0 98 87
Sixth Judicial District
Humboldt County
Gold Run Justice Court 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
McDermitt Justice Court 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Paradise Valley Justice Court 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Union Justice Court 189 490 44 77 51 0 851 692
Lander County
Argenta Justice Court 40 381 4 23 0 2 450 388
Austin Justice Court 0 6 1 0 3] 0 10 12
Pershing County
Lake Justice Court 22 131 27 30 4 0 214 114
Seventh Judicial District
Eureka County
Beowawe Justice Court 5 2 0 0 1 0 8 9
Eureka Justice Court 6 4 3 1 1 0 15 2
Lincoln County
Meadow Valley Justice Court 0 13 5 4 0 0 22 14
Pahranagat Valley Justice Court 0 5 1 2 0 0 8 9
White Pine County
Ely (No. 1) Justice Court 132 126 71 61 14 0 404 287
Lund (No. 2) Justice Court 0. 1. 0. 0. 0. 0 1. 2.
Baker (No. 3) Justice Court o' o' o' o' 0! 0 o’ @Y
Eighth Judicial District
Clark County
Boulder Justice Court 23 69 72 55 50 0 269 249
Bunkerville Justice Court 1 3 3 1 5 0 13 13
Goodsprings Justice Court 9 10 6 15 9 0 49 32
Henderson Justice Court 515 897 2,037 (a) 222 147 3,818 2,798
Las Vegas Justice Court 32,474 8,996 23,291 (@) 1,800 2,163 68,724 52,480
Laughlin Justice Court 15 255 75 36 22 0 403 252
Mesquite Justice Court 16 87 46 26 25 0 200 178
Moapa Justice Court 0 1 0 7 2 0 10 1
Moapa Valley Justice Court 2 10 12 11 19 0 54 27
North Las Vegas Justice Court 152 766 1,808 (a) 76 3 2,805 1,033
Searchlight Justice Court 1 4 3 1 0 0 9 9
Ninth Judicial District
Douglas County
East Fork Justice Court 253 275 103 105 95 0 831 705
Tahoe Justice Court 73 46 27 26 11 28 211 76
Total 47,394 20,404 40,480 1,910 3,956 2,407 116,551 78,150
NR Not reported.
a Temporary protective orders are processed and recorded at the District Court level. i Data are incomplete. See Table 16 for details.

Source: Uniform System for Judicial Records, Nevada AOC, Planning & Analysis Division. 53



Table A8.

Municipal Court Cases Filed, Fiscal Year 2004

Defendants
Charged Charges
Misdemeanor, Traffic Juvenile Parking Total Traffic Civil
Court Non-Traffic Violations Traffic Violations and Parking Filings

Boulder Municipal Court 458 3,466 165 65 3,696 NR
Caliente Municipal Court 15 47 NJ 0 47 20
Carlin Municipal Court 83 130 NJ 2 132 0
Carson City Municipal Court (a) (a) NJ (a) (a) (@
Elko Municipal Court 300 1,781 NJ 87 1,868 NR
Ely Municipal Court 118 356 NJ 13 369 NR
Fallon Municipal Court 431 1,173 NJ 8 1,181 0
Fernley Municipal Court 235 2,095 NJ 0 2,095 NR
Henderson Municipal Court 5,353 20,781 815 1,719 23,315 NR
Las Vegas Municipal Court 28,259 ° 115,710 NJ (c) 115,710 (c)
Lovelock Municipal Court 65 124 NJ 0 124 0
Mesquite Municipal Court 579 2,182 NJ 77 2,259 NR
North Las Vegas Municipal Court 8,364 45,446 NJ 2,172 47,618 (c)
Reno Municipal Court 7,598 26,131 NJ (c) 26,131 (c)
Sparks Municipal Court 5,724 8,728 NJ 1,537 10,265 NR
Wells Municipal Court 40 163 NJ 0 163 NR
West Wendover Municipal Court 500 860 NJ 27 887 NR
Yerington Municipal Court 113 263 NJ 3 266 NR
Total 58,235 229,436 980 5,710 236,126 20
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NJ Not within court jurisdiction.
NR Not reported.

@ Municipal Court data combined with Justice Court data (Table A6) for the consolidated municipality of Carson City.

b Court reported non-traffic misdemeanor numbers by charges so total charges were divided by the Municipal Court statewide average of 1.5 charges per

defendant so more appropriate comparisons can be made.

¢ Parking violations or civil cases are handled administratively by the city.

Source: Uniform System for Judicial Records, Nevada AOC, Planning & Analysis Division.
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Criminal Case Types

When to Count Filings: Cases are counted by defendants in District
Court when the court receives notification of a bind over from a lower
court or receives the formal charging document from the District
Attorney’s Office. Felony and gross misdemeanor filings in Justice Court
are counted by defendants when the court receives the formal charging
document, generally a complaint or citation from the District Attorney’s
Office or law enforcement agency. Misdemeanor and traffic filings in
Justice and Municipal Courts are counted when the court receives the
citation or complaint. Misdemeanors are counted by defendants and
traffic violations are counted by charges.

Felony — Cases heard at District Court with preliminary hearings
at Justice Court for defendants charged with a violation of a state law
that is punishable by death or imprisonment in the state prison.

Gross Misdemeanor — Cases heard at District Court with
preliminary hearings at Justice Court for defendants charged with a
violation of state law that involves an offense that does not fit within
the definitions of felony, misdemeanor, or traffic case.

Misdemeanor, Non-Traffic — Cases heard at Justice and
Municipal Courts for defendants charged with the violation of a
state law or local ordinance that involves an offense punishable
by fine or incarceration or both for no more than $1,000 or 6
months, respectively.

Misdemeanor, Traffic — Cases heard at Justice and Municipal
Courts for moving and non-moving violations of traffic law or
ordinance that do not pertain to parking of a motor vehicle.
(Counted by charges, not defendants.)

Parking Violations — Cases heard at Justice and Municipal Courts
for parking of a motor vehicle in violation of a traffic law or
ordinance. (Counted by charges, not defendants.)

Appeal from Lower Court — Cases heard at District Court in
which the court reviews the judgment of a Justice or Municipal
Court for a criminal case.

When to Count Dispositions: A criminal case is considered disposed

when final adjudication for that case occurs. For statistical purposes, final
adjudication is defined as date of sentencing, date of adjudication, or date
charges are disposed, whichever occurs last.

Criminal Cases Disposed — For District Court, cases are
disposed when transferred before or during trial, dismissed after
diversion or before trial, guilty plea before trial, bench trial, jury trial,
and other manner of disposition. For Justice and Municipal Courts,
cases are dismissed before or during preliminary hearing, guilty plea
before or during preliminary hearing, waiver of preliminary hearing,
bound over to District Court, bail forfeiture, transferred before or
during trial, dismissed after diversion, dismissed before trial, guilty
plea before trial, bench trial, and jury trial.
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Civil Case Types
When to Count Filings: Cases are counted when a petition or
complaint is filed with the court or the court receives a motion and a

court case number is assigned.

Real Property — Cases heard at District Court that deal with
ownership or rights in real property excluding construction defect or
negligence; includes landlord and tenant disputes, title to property,
condemnation, eminent domain, and other real property cases that
do not fit in one of the above categories.

Construction Defect — Cases heard at District Court that deal

with alleged defects in construction.

Negligence Torts — Cases heard at District Court that deal with
an alleged omission to perform an act or use care to perform an act
that causes personal injury, property damage, or wrongful death;
includes auto, medical/dental, premises liability, and other negligence
tort cases that do not fit in one of the above categories.

Torts — Cases heard at District Court that deal with an alleged
injury or wrong committed either against a person or person’s
property by a party who either did or did not do something they were
not or were supposed to do; includes product liability, intentional
misconduct, employment, and other tort cases that do not fit in one

of the above categories.

Probate — Cases heard at District Court that deal with the probate
of a will or estate of a deceased person; includes summary
administration, general administration, special administration, set
asides, probate trusts, and other probate cases that do not fit in one

of the above categories.

Other Civil — Cases heard at District Court that include breach of
contract, civil petition for judicial review, appeals from lower courts,
civil writs, and all other civil matters that do not fit in one of the

above categories or case types.

General Civil — Cases heard at Justice Court that deal with
recovery of money or damages where the amount does not exceed

the limit of $7,500.

Small Claims — Cases heard at Justice Court that deal with
recovery of money where the amount does not exceed the limit

of $5,000.

Summary Eviction — Cases heard at Justice Court that deal with
the exclusion of tenant for default of rent or specific categories of

unlawful detainer.

Temporary Protective Orders — Cases heard at Justice Court
for temporary order for protection. TPOs are counted as either
domestic violence protective orders or stalking and harassment

protective orders.
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When to Count Dispositions: A civil case is considered disposed
when adjudication of the matter occurs. For statistical purposes, final

adjudication is defined as the date judgment is entered.

Civil Cases Disposed — For all trial courts, civil cases are
disposed by voluntary dismissal, transfer before or during trial,
involuntary dismissal, judgment on arbitration award, stipulated
dismissal, stipulated judgment, default judgment, and adjudication on
the merits by motion to dismiss, summary judgment, bench trial, and
jury trial. Additionally, in Justice Courts, temporary protective orders
are disposed by involuntary dismissal, transferred before or during
trial, voluntary dismissal, decision without trial or hearing, decision
with hearing, and decision with trial.

Family Case Types
When to Count Filings: Cases are counted when the court receives an
originating petition, request, or complaint.

Marriage Dissolution — Cases heard at District Court that
involve either divorce or annulment.

Support/Custody — Cases heard at District Court that request
maintenance of a spouse or child or a determination with regard to
control, care, or maintenance of a child. Both parties must reside
in Nevada.

Uniform Interstate Family Support Act — Cases heard at
District Court that require maintenance of a spouse or child when
one party resides in another state.

Adoptions — Cases heard at District Court that involve a request
for the establishment of a new, permanent relationship of parent and
child between persons not having that relationship naturally.

Paternity — Cases heard at District Court that involve paternity
issues as defined by Nevada statute.

Termination of Parental Rights — Cases heard at District Court
that involve termination of parental rights.

Miscellaneous Domestic Relations Case — Cases heard at
District Court that involve a domestic relations issue that does not fit
in one of the other family case types. Examples include name change
or permission to marry.

Guardianship — Cases heard at District Court that deal with
guardianship issues involving adults, minors, or trusts.

Mental Health Cases — Cases heard at District Court that deal
with legal determination as to whether an individual is mentally ill
or incompetent and should be placed or remain under care, custody,
ot treatment.

Domestic Violence Protective Orders — Cases heard at
District Court for temporary order for protection when sufficient
evidence exists that there has been domestic violence or the
threat exists.

When to Count Dispositions: A family case is considered disposed
when the decision is handed down and(or) the final order is filed,
whichever occurs first.

Family Cases Disposed — For District Courts, family cases
are disposed by involuntary dismissal, transfer, voluntary dismissal,
decision without trial, decision with hearing, and decision with
trial. Additionally, guardianship cases can be disposed for a
person by death, reaching the age of majority, or restoration of
competency; and for property by an order terminating
guardianship or final accounting.

Juvenile Case Types
When to Count Filings: Cases are counted when the court receives
the petition or citation.

Criminal-Type Juvenile Petitions — Cases heard at District
Court that include a behavior that would be a crime if committed by
an adult.

Status Petitions — Cases heard at District Court that includes
petitions involving a juvenile in need of supervision. The juvenile
may require guidance, treatment, or rehabilitation because of habitual
truancy, habitual disobedience, being ungovernable, or behavior that
is injurious or dangerous to others.

Child Abuse/Neglect Petitions — Cases heard at District
Court where the behavior of someone other than the juvenile
causes the court to concern itself with the well being of the
juvenile. Adults charged with abuse or neglect are counted in
the appropriate criminal category.

Miscellaneous Petitions — Cases heard at District Court that
involve juvenile cases that do not fit in one of the other juvenile
categories. An example is Petition for Emancipation.

Informal Hearing — Any hearing by a judicial officer in which no
formal charge has been filed with the court.

Detention/Extradition Hearing — Any hearing requesting a
juvenile to be held in detention, or continued to be held in
detention, pending further court action within the same or another
jurisdiction.

Protective Custody Hearing — Any hearing held to determine if
the risk to a child is great enough to warrant removal, or continued
removal, from their custodian.

When to Count Dispositions: A juvenile case is considered disposed
when adjudication of the matter occurs.

Juvenile Cases Disposed — For District Courts, juvenile cases
are disposed by transfer, certification to adult, dismissal, plea or
admission, statutory termination, wardship termination, judgment
satisfied, and bench trial.
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