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Presented by:

Kathleen Buchanan, Public Guardian

Clark County Public Guardian’s Office

Timothy Sutton, Deputy District Attorney 

Nye County District Attorney’s Office

Introduction

 Brief Overview

 Public Guardian’s Office

 Nevada State Statute (NRS) 253
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Importance of the Service 
The Public Guardian Provides

 Acceptance of a Case Is 
Not Determined by 
Estate Funds

 Continuity for the 
Individuals Under 
Guardianship

 Additional Regulations

 Insured

 Bonded

 Audit

 Strict Accountability

 Transparency

 Approved Fee Schedule

Mission Statement

To Protect the Social Well‐Being, Economic Welfare and
Dignity of Citizens While Ensuring Services Are
Provided with Integrity and Accountability by Court
Appointment, for Vulnerable Individuals.



09/15/15

3

Services

 Guardianship 
 Mandated

 Voluntary 60+ Representative Payeeship 
 Non‐Mandated

 Free Public Service

 Least Restrictive

When Does the Public Guardian’s 
Office Get Involved?

 No Family or Friends Are Able, Willing or Appropriate
to Serve

 Assist ThoseWho Suffer from Cognitive Impairment

 Restore Quality of Life
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Who Can Refer a Case?

 Anyone

 Typical Referrals Are Received from:
o Family Members

o Friends

o Physicians

o Neighbors

o Hospitals

o Financial Institutions

o Law Enforcement Agencies

o Senior Service Agencies

Who Do We Serve?

 All Ages

 Medicaid/County Recipients

 Estate Cases

 Physically Abused

 Financial Exploitation
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What Is Our Role?

 Investigate the Need for Guardianship

 Protect from Alleged Physical Abuse

 Investigate Alleged Exploitation

 Restore a Quality of Life for the Individual

 Advocate on Behalf of the Individual

How Are Finances Handled?

 Budgets Developed

 Marshalling of Assets

 Paying Bills

 Filing Court Accountings

 Medicaid/County Compliance



09/15/15

6

Medicaid/County Compliance
(Funds Below $2,000)

 Clothing

 Personal Items for Their 
Room

 Dental Exam

 Eye Exam

 Funds Set Aside for 
Burial or Cremation 
 In Compliance with 

Medicaid Guidelines 

 Attorney Fees/Case 
Management Fees

 Past Due Bills

Guardianship Training Program

Basic Training Class
 Non‐Mandated

A Free Public Service

Offered Bi‐Monthly
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Clark County Offers a 60 + 
Representative Payeeship Service
 Voluntary Program

 Financial Management Only

 Not a Legal Process

 Free Service to Clients

 Least Restrictive Program

Governing Statutes

 NRS 253 – Public Guardian

 NRS 159 – Procedures in Guardianship
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Public Guardian

Board of County Commissioners of each county
establishes the office of the Public Guardian.

Compensation of a Public Guardian is fixed by the
Board of County Commissioners and paid out of the
County General Fund.

Clark County Fee Schedule
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General Bond

Clark County Bond

Deputies: Appointment; Oath; Recording of 
Appointment; Liability of Public Guardian; 

Compensation
 Deputies – Appointed by Public Guardians to perform

duties in the Public Guardian’s absence.

 Transact official business – No policy‐making authority.

 Oath – Must take and subscribe to the constitutional oath
of the office.

 Each appointment must be in writing and recorded with
the County Recorder.

 Malfeasance or nonfeasance of duties.
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Records

 A Public Guardian Shall:

 Keep financial and other appropriate records concerning
all cases in which he or she is appointed as an individual
guardian.

 Retain all such financial records for each case for at least
7 years after the date of the transaction that is recorded
in the record.

 All other records for each case for at least 7 years after
the termination of the guardianship.

Qualifications of Person for Whom Public Guardian 
May Be Appointed

 Be a Resident of Nevada

 Court Determines Removal of a Guardian
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Petition for Appointment

 Any Qualified Person

 Notification to Public Guardian

 Statement Signed by the Public Guardian

Powers, Duties, Rights and 
Responsibilities

 The Public Guardian Has:

 Powers

 Duties

 Rights

 Responsibilities
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Legal Assistance

 Retain Attorneys

 Attorney Fees

 District Attorney of the County

Investigation of Financial Status, Assets and 
Personal and Family History of Person for Whom 

Public Guardian Has Been Appointed

 Investigate

 Confidential Information
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Allocation of Costs Incurred in Appointment 
Proceedings and Administrative Costs

 Cost Authorization by the Court Only if the Estate Is
Able to Pay

 The Financial Ability of the Individual to Pay Costs

Value of Guardian’s Services Allowable as Claim Against 
the Individual’s Estate; Deposit of Money Received by 

Public Guardian

 Reasonable Value of a Public Guardian’s Service.

 Money Received in Payment of a Claim Deposited to
the County General Fund.
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Request for Advance of Money to Pay Expenses of 
Guardianship; Payment of Advances; Reimbursement 
of Advances from Assets of Estate of the Individual

 Advance of Money

 Revolving Fund

 Reimbursement

Reports and Budgets To and Investigations by Board of 
County Commissioners

The Board of County Commissioners may:

o Establish Regulations

o Review Reports or Budgets

o Investigate Any Guardianship
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Termination of Appointment

 Services No Longer Necessary

 No Pay Source (Statutory)

Examples of 
Clark County Forms

 Guardian’s Acknowledgment of Duties and 
Responsibilities Form

 Certificate of Incapacity Form

 Admonishment Form

 Guardianship Referral Form

 Representative Payeeship Form
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Guardian’s Acknowledgment of 
Duties and Responsibilities Form

Certificate of Incapacity Form
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Admonishment Form

Guardianship Referral Form
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Guardianship Referral Form 
(continued)

Representative Payee Referral Form



09/15/15

19

Representative Payee Referral Form 
(continued)
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Sources
Clark County Website:
http://www.clarkcountynv.gov

Nye County Website:
http://www.co.nye.nv.us/

Washoe County Website:
https://www.washoecounty.us/

Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS 253):
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS‐253.html

Nevada Revised Statutes (NRS 159):
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS‐159.html


